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In Congress, July 4, 1776, The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America 
When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 

which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal 
station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind 
requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.  

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  

That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed.  

That whenever any form of government becomes destructive to these ends, it is the right of the people to 
alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.  

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light and 
transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a 
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object evinces a design to reduce them under 
absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for 
their future security. --Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies; and such is now the necessity 
which constrains them to alter their former systems of government.  

The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having 
in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these states. To prove this, let facts be submitted 
to a candid world.  

• He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.  

• He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in 
their operation till his assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend 
to them.  

• He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people 
would relinquish the right of representation in the legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to 
tyrants only.  

• He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository 
of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.  

• He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the 
rights of the people.  

• He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the legislative 
powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their exercise; the state remaining 
in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.  

• He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states; for that purpose obstructing the laws for 
naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migration hither, and raising the 
conditions of new appropriations of lands.  

• He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary 
powers.  

• He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment 
of their salaries.  

• He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers to harass our people, and eat 
out their substance.  

• He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies without the consent of our legislature.  
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• He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to civil power.  

• He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged 
by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation:  

o For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:  

o For protecting them, by mock trial, from punishment for any murders which they should commit on the 
inhabitants of these states:  

o For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world:  

o For imposing taxes on us without our consent:  

o For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury:  

o For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offenses:  

o For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province, establishing therein an 
arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit 
instrument for introducing the same absolute rule in these colonies:  

o For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms 
of our governments:  

o For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in 
all cases whatsoever.  

• He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection and waging war against us.  

• He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.  

• He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete the works of death, 
desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the 
most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.  

• He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on the high seas to bear arms against their country, to 
become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands.  

• He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our 
frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare, is undistinguished destruction of all 
ages, sexes and conditions.  

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most humble terms: our repeated 
petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.  

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of 
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the 
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, 
and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would 
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our separation, and hold them, 
as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends.  

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, assembled, 
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the 
authority of the good people of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these united colonies are, and 
of right ought to be free and independent states; that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, 
and that all political connection between them and the state of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; 
and that as free and independent states, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, 
establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent states may of right do.  

And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we 
mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.  
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Religious Affiliation of the Signers of the 
Declaration of Independence (1776) 

# of 
signers 

% of 
signers 

Episcopalian/Anglican 32 57.1% 

Congregationalist 13 23.2% 

Presbyterian 12 21.4% 

Quaker 2 3.6% 

Unitarian or Universalist 2 3.6% 

Catholic 1 1.8% 

 

Religious Affiliation of the Continental Congress of 1787 
(Including Signers of Constitution) 

# of 
delegates 

% of 
delegates 

Episcopalian/Anglican 31 56.4% 

Presbyterian 16 29.1% 

Congregationalist 8 14.5% 

Quaker 3 5.5% 

Catholic 2 3.6% 

Methodist 2 3.6% 

Lutheran 2 3.6% 

Dutch Reformed 2 3.6% 

 

Religious Affiliation 
of 1st U. S. Congress (1789-1791) 

# of 
Senators 

% of 
Senators 

Episcopalian/Anglican 13 44.8% 

Congregationalist 4 13.8% 

Presbyterian 3 10.3% 

Methodist 2 6.9% 

Quaker 1 3.4% 

Dutch Reformed Church 1 3.4% 

Catholic 1 3.4% 

Lutheran   

German Reformed Church   

Huguenot   

Unitarian   

Calvinist   

Unknown 5 17.2% 
 

# of 
Rep. 

% of 
Rep. 

24 36.4% 

7 10.6% 

3 4.5% 

  

3 4.5% 

3 4.5% 

2 3.0% 

2 3.0% 

1 1.5% 

1 1.5% 

1 1.5% 

1 1.5% 

20 30.3% 
 

Statistical information taken from adherents.com  
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Excerpts from Connecticut’s Fundamental Orders1 (1638/39) 

Forasmuch as it hath pleased the Almighty God by the wise disposition of his divine providence so to order and 
dispose of things that we the Inhabitants and Residents of Windsor, Hartford, and Wethersfield are now 
cohabiting and dwelling in and upon the River of Connectecotte and the lands thereunto adjoining; and well 
knowing where a people are gathered together the word of God requires that to maintain the peace and union of 
such a people there should be an orderly and decent Government established according to God, to order and 
dispose of the affairs of the people at all seasons as occasion shall require; do therefore associate and conjoin 
ourselves to be as one Public State or Commonwealth; and do for ourselves and our Successors and such as 
shall be adjoined to us at any time hereafter, enter into Combination and Confederation together, to maintain 
and preserve the liberty and purity of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus which we now profess, as also the discipline 
of the Churches, which according to the truth of the said Gospel is now practiced amongst us; as also in our 
Civil affairs to be guided and governed according to such Laws, Rules, Orders, and Decrees as shall be made, 
ordered, and decreed as followeth:-- 

1. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that there shall be yearly two General Assemblies or Courts, the one 
the second Thursday in April, the other the second Thursday in September following; the first shall be called the 
Court of Election, wherein shall be yearly chosen from time to time so many Magistrates and other public 
Officers as shall be found requisite: Whereof one to be chosen Governor for the year ensuing and until another 
be chosen, and no other Magistrate to be chosen for more than one year: provided always there be six chosen 
besides the Governor, which being chosen and sworn according to an Oath recorded for that purpose, shall have 
power to administer justice according to the Laws here established, and for want thereof, according to the rule 
of the Word of God; which choice shall be made by all that are admitted freemen and have taken the Oath of 
Fidelity, and do cohabit within this Jurisdiction 

                                                 
1 Connecticut’s First Constitution was adopted in 1965.  It included: 

SEC. 3. The exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination, shall 

forever be free to all persons in the state; provided, that the right hereby declared and established, shall 

not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or to justify practices inconsistent with the peace 

and safety of the state. 

SEC. 4. Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible 
for the abuse of that liberty. 

SEC. 5. No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain the liberty of speech or of the press. 
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Excerpt from Rhode Island’s Charter2from Charles II (1663) 

And whereas, in their humble address, they have freely declared, that it is much on their hearts (if they may be 
permitted), to hold forth a lively experiment, that a most flourishing civil state may stand and best be 
maintained, and that among our English subjects. with a full liberty in religious concernments; and that true 
piety rightly grounded upon gospel principles, will give the best and greatest security to sovereignty, and will 
lay in the hearts of men the strongest obligations to true loyalty: Now know be, that we being willing to 
encourage the hopeful undertaking of our said loyal and loving subjects, and to secure them in the free exercise 
and enjoyment of all their civil and religious rights, appertaining to them, as our loving subjects; and to preserve 
unto them that liberty, in the true Christian faith and worship of God, which they have sought with so much 
travail, and with peaceable minds, and loyal subjection to our royal progenitors and ourselves, to enjoy; and 
because some of the people and inhabitants of the same colony cannot, in their private opinions, conforms to the 
public exercise of religion, according to the liturgy, forms and ceremonies of the Church of England, or take or 
subscribe the oaths and articles made and established in that behalf; and for that the same, by reason of the 
remote distances of those places, will (as we hope) be no breach of the unity and uniformity established in this 
nation: Have therefore thought fit, and do hereby publish, grant, ordain and declare, That our royal will and 
pleasure is, that no person within the said colony, at any time hereafter, shall be any wise molested, punished, 
disquieted, or called in question, for any differences in opinion in matters of religion, and do not actually disturb 
the civil peace of our said colony; but that all and every person and persons may, from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, freely and fully have and enjoy his and their own judgments and consciences, in matters of 
religious concernments, throughout the tract of lands hereafter mentioned; they behaving themselves peaceably 
and quietly, and not using this liberty to licentiousness and profaneness, nor to the civil injury or outward 
disturbance of others; any law, statute, or clause, therein contained, or to be contained, usage or custom of this 
realm, to the contrary hereof, in any wise, notwithstanding. And that they may bee in the better capacity to 
defend themselves, in their just rights and liberties against all the enemies of the Christian faith, and others, in 
all respects, we have further thought fit, and at the humble petition of the persons aforesaid are graciously 
pleased to declare, That they shall have and enjoy the benefit of our late act of indemnity and free pardon, as the 
rest of our subjects in other our dominions and territories have; and to create and make them a body politic or 
corporate, with the powers and privileges hereinafter mentioned. 

                                                 
2 Rhode Island’s first constitution was adopted in 1842.  It included: 

Section 3.  Whereas Almighty God hath created the mind free; and all attempts to influence it by temporal 
punishments or burdens, or by civil incapacitations, tend to beget habits of hypocrisy and meanness; and 
whereas a principal object of our venerable ancestors, in their migration to this country and their settlement of 
this state, was, as they expressed it, to hold forth a lively experiment that a flourishing civil state may stand and 
be best maintained with full liberty in religious concernments; we, therefore, declare that no person shall be 
compelled to frequent or to support any religious worship, place, or ministry whatever, except in fulfillment of 
such person's voluntary contract; nor enforced, restrained, molested, or burdened in body or goods; nor 
disqualified from holding any office; nor otherwise suffer on account of such person's religious belief; and that 
every person shall be free to worship God according to the dictates of such person's conscience, and to profess 
and by argument to maintain such person's opinion in matters of religion; and that the same shall in no wise 
diminish, enlarge, or affect the civil capacity of any person. 

Section 4.  Slavery shall not be permitted in this state. 
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Excerpts from Virginia’s First Constitution (1776) 

Bill of Rights; June 12, 1776 

A declaration of rights made by the representatives of the good people of Virginia, assembled in full and free 
convention; which rights do pertain to them and their posterity, as the basis and foundation of government.   

SECTION 1. That all men are by nature equally free and independent, and have certain inherent rights, of 
which, when they enter into a state of society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their posterity, 
namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and possessing property, and pursuing 
and obtaining happiness and safety.   

SEC. 12. That the freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty, and can never be restrained but 
by despotic governments.   

SEC. 13. That a well-regulated militia, composed of the body of the people, trained to arms, is the proper, 
natural, and safe defence of a free State; that standing armies, in time of peace, should be avoided, as dangerous 
to liberty; and that in all cases the military should be under strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil 
power.   

SEC. 16. That religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can be 
directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; and therefore all men are equally entitled to 
the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience; and that it is the mutual duty of all to 
practice Christian forbearance, love, and charity towards each other. 

 

Excerpts from New Jersey’s First Constitution (July 1776) 

XVIII. That no person shall ever, within this Colony, be deprived of the inestimable privilege of worshipping 
Almighty God in a manner, agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; nor, under any presence whatever, 
be compelled to attend any place of worship, contrary to his own faith and judgment; nor shall any person, 
within this Colony, ever be obliged to pay tithes, taxes, or any other rates, for the purpose of building or 
repairing any other church or churches, place or places of worship, or for the maintenance of any minister or 
ministry, contrary to what he believes to be right, or has deliberately or voluntarily engaged himself to perform.  

XIX. That there shall be no establishment of any one religious sect in this Province, in preference to another; 
and that no Protestant inhabitant of this Colony shall be denied the enjoyment of any civil right, merely on 
account of his religious principles; but that all persons, professing a belief in the faith of any Protestant sect. 
who shall demean themselves peaceably under the government, as hereby established, shall be capable of being 
elected into any office of profit or trust, or being a member of either branch of the Legislature, and shall fully 
and freely enjoy every privilege and immunity, enjoyed by others their fellow subjects.  
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Excerpts from Delaware’s First Constitution (September 1776) 

ART. 22. Every person who shall be chosen a member of either house, or appointed to any office or place of 
trust, before taking his seat, or entering upon the execution of his office, shall take the following oath, or 
affirmation, if conscientiously scrupulous of taking an oath, to wit:  

" I, A B. will bear true allegiance to the Delaware State, submit to its constitution and laws, and do no act 
wittingly whereby the freedom thereof may be prejudiced."  

And also make and subscribe the following declaration, to wit:  

" I, A B. do profess faith in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ His only Son, and in the Holy Ghost, one God, 
blessed for evermore; and I do acknowledge the holy scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be given by 
divine inspiration."  

And all officers shall also take an oath of office.  

ART. 26. No person hereafter imported into this State from Africa ought to be held in slavery under any 
presence whatever; and no negro, Indian, or mulatto slave ought to be brought into this State, for sale, from any 
part of the world. 

ART. 29. There shall be no establishment of any one religious sect in this State in preference to another; and no 
clergyman or preacher of the gospel, of any denomination, shall be capable of holding any civil once in this 
State, or of being a member of either of the branches of the legislature, while they continue in the exercise of 
the pastorial function. 
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Excerpts from Pennsylvania’s First Constitution (September 1776) 

A DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OR 
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

I. That all men are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent and inalienable rights, 
amongst which are, the enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and protecting property, 
and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.  

II. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their 
own consciences and understanding: And that no man ought or of right can be compelled to attend any religious 
worship, or erect or support any place of worship, or maintain any ministry, contrary to, or against, his own free 
will and consent: Nor can any man, who acknowledges the being of a God, be justly deprived or abridged of 
any civil right as a citizen, on account of his religious sentiments or peculiar mode of religious worship: And 
that no authority can or ought to be vested in, or assumed by any power whatever, that shall in any case 
interfere with, or in any manner controul, the right of conscience in the free exercise of religious worship.  

VIII. That every member of society hath a right to be protected in the enjoyment of life, liberty and property, 
and therefore is bound to contribute his proportion towards the expence of that protection, and yield his personal 
service when necessary, or an equivalent thereto: But no part of a man's property can be justly taken from him, 
or applied to public uses, without his own consent, or that of his legal representatives: Nor can any man who is 
conscientiously scrupulous of bearing arms, be justly compelled thereto, if he will pay such equivalent, nor are 
the people bound by any laws, but such as they have in like manner assented to, for their common good. 

XII. That the people have a right to freedom of speech, and of writing, and publishing their sentiments; 
therefore the freedom of the press ought not to be restrained.  

XIII. That the people have a right to bear arms for the defence of themselves and the state; and as standing 
armies in the time of peace are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up; And that the military should 
be kept under strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.  

PLAN OR FRAME OF GOVERNMENT FOR THE COMMONWEALTH OR STATE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

SECT. 10…And each member, before he takes his seat, shall make and subscribe the following declaration, viz:  

I do believe in one God, the creator and governor of the universe, the rewarder of the good and the punisher of 
the wicked. And I do acknowledge the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be given by Divine 
inspiration.  

And no further or other religious test shall ever hereafter be required of any civil officer or magistrate in this 
State.  

SECT. 45. Laws for the encouragement of virtue, and prevention of vice and immorality, shall be made and 
constantly kept in force, and provision shall be made for their due execution: And all religious societies or 
bodies of men heretofore united or incorporated for the advancement of religion or learning, or for other pious 
and charitable purposes, shall be encouraged and protected in the enjoyment of the privileges, immunities and 
estates which they were accustomed to enjoy, or could of right have enjoyed, under the laws and former 
constitution of this state. 
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Excerpts from Maryland’s First Constitution (December 1776) 

A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, &C. 

VIII. That freedom of speech and debates, or proceedings in the Legislature, ought not to be impeached in any 
other court or judicature.   

XXV. That a well-regulated militia is the proper and natural defence of a free government.   

XXVI. That standing armies are dangerous to liberty, and ought not to be raised or kept up, without consent of 
the Legislature.   

XXVII. That in all cases, and at all times, the military ought to be under strict subordination to and control of 
the civil power.   

XXVIII. That no soldier ought to be quartered in any house, in time of peace, without the consent of the owner; 
and in time of war, in such manner only, as the Legislature shall direct,   

XXIX. That no person, except regular soldiers, mariners, and marines in the service of this State, or militia 
when in actual service, ought in any case to be subject to or punishable by martial law.   

XXXIII. That, as it is the duty of every man to worship God in such manner as he thinks most acceptable to 
him; all persons, professing the Christian religion, are equally entitled to protection in their religious liberty; 
wherefore no person ought by any law to be molested in his person or estate on account of his religious 
persuasion or profession, or for his religious practice; unless, under colour of religion, any man shall disturb the 
good order, peace or safety of the State, or shall infringe the laws of morality, or injure others, in their natural, 
civil, or religious rights; nor ought any person to be compelled to frequent or maintain, or contribute, unless on 
contract, to maintain any particular place of worship, or any particular ministry; yet the Legislature may, in their 
discretion, lay a general and equal tax for the support of the Christian religion; leaving to each individual the 
power of appointing the payment over of the money, collected from him, to the support of any particular place 
of worship or minister, or for the benefit of the poor of his own denomination, or the poor in general of any 
particular county: but the churches, chapels, glebes, and all other property now belonging to the church of 
England, ought to remain to the church of England forever. And all acts of Assembly, lately passed, for 
collecting monies for building or repairing particular churches or chapels of ease, shall continue in force, and be 
executed, unless the Legislature shall, by act, supersede or repeal the same: but no county court shall assess any 
quantity of tobacco, or sum of money, hereafter, on the application of any vestrymen or church-wardens; and 
every encumbent of the church of England, who hath remained in his parish, and performed his duty, shall be 
entitled to receive the provision and support established by the act, entitled "An act for the support of the clergy 
of the church of England, in this Province," till the November court of this present year to be held for the county 
in which his parish shall lie, or partly lie, or for such time as he hath remained in his parish, and performed his 
duty.   
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Excerpts from Maryland’s First Constitution (continued) 

XXXIV. That every gift, sale, or devise of lands, to any minister, public teacher, or preacher of the gospel, as 
such, or to any religious sect, order or denomination, or to or for the support, use or benefit of, or in trust for, 
any minister, public teacher, or preacher of the gospel, as such, or any religious sect, order or denomination–and 
every gift or sale of goods, or chattels, to go in succession, or to take place after the death of the seller or donor, 
or to or for such support, use or benefit–and also every devise of goods or chattels to or for the support, use or 
benefit of any minister, public teacher, or preacher of the gospel, as such, or any religious sect, order, or 
denomination, without the leave of the Legislature, shall be void; except always any sale, gift, lease or devise of 
any quantity of land, not exceeding two acres, for a church, meeting, or other house of worship, and for a 
burying-ground, which shall be improved, enjoyed or used only for such purpose–or such sale, gift, lease, or 
devise, shall be void.   

XXXV. That no other test or qualification ought to be required, on admission to any office of trust or profit, 
than such oath of support and fidelity to this State, and such oath of office, as shall be directed by this 
Convention or the Legislature of this State, and a declaration of a belief in the Christian religion.   

XXXVI. That the manner of administering an oath to any person, ought to be such, as those of the religious 
persuasion, profession, or denomination, of which such person is one, generally esteem the most effectual 
confirmation, by the attestation of the Divine Being. And that the people called Quakers, those called Dunkers, 
and those called Menonists, holding it unlawful to take an oath on any occasion, ought to be allowed to make 
their solemn affirmation, in the manner that Quakers have been heretofore allowed to affirm; and to be of the 
same avail as an oath, in all such cases, as the affirmation of Quakers hath been allowed and accepted within 
this State, instead of an oath. And further, on such affirmation, warrants to search for stolen goods, or for the 
apprehension or commitment of offenders, ought to be granted, or security for the peace awarded, and Quakers, 
Dunkers or Menonists ought also, on their solemn affirmation as aforesaid, to be admitted as witnesses, in all 
criminal cases not capital.   

XXXVIII. That the liberty of the press ought to be inviolably preserved. 

LV. That every person, appointed to any office of profit or trust, shall, before he enters on the execution thereof, 
take the following oath; to wit :–"I, A. B., do swear, that I do not hold myself bound in allegiance to the King of 
Great Britain, and that I will be faithful, and bear true allegiance to the State of Maryland;" and shall also 
subscribe a declaration of his belief in the Christian religion.  
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Excerpts from North Carolina’s First Constitution (December 1776) 

A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, &C. 

XV. That the freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty, and therefore ought never to he 
restrained.  

XVII. That the people have a right to bear arms, for the defence of the State; and, as standing armies, in time of 
peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up; and that the military should be kept under strict 
subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.  

XIX. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of 
their own consciences.  

XXI. That a frequent recurrence to fundamental principles is absolutely necessary, to preserve the blessings of 
liberty.  

XXXI. That no clergyman, or preacher of the gospels of any denomination, shall be capable of being a member 
of either the Senate, House of Commons, or Council of State, while he continues in the exercise of the pastoral 
function.  

XXXII. That no person, who shall deny the being of God or the truth of the Protestant religion, or the divine 
authority either of the Old or New Testaments, or who shall hold religious principles incompatible with the 
freedom and safety of the State, shall be capable of holding any office or place of trust or profit in the civil 
department within this State.  

XXXIV. That there shall be no establishment of any one religious church or denomination in this State, in 
preference to any other; neither shall any person, on any presence whatsoever, be compelled to attend any place 
of worship contrary to his own faith or judgment, nor be obliged to pay, for the purchase of any glebe, or the 
building of any house of worship, or for the maintenance of any minister or ministry, contrary to what he 
believes right, of has voluntarily and personally engaged to perform; but all persons shall be at liberty to 
exercise their own mode of worship: -- Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to exempt 
preachers of treasonable or seditious discourses, from legal trial and punishment. 

XLIV. That the Declaration of Rights is hereby declared to be part of the Constitution of this State, and ought 
never to be violated, on any presence whatsoever. 
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Excerpts from Georgia’s First Constitution (February 1777) 

ART. XII. Every person absenting himself from an election, and shall neglect to give in his or their ballot at 
such election, shall be subject to a penalty not exceeding five pounds; the mode of recovery and also the 
appropriation thereof, to be pointed out and directed by act of the legislature: Provided, nevertheless, That a 
reasonable excuse shall be admitted.  

ART. LVI. All persons whatever shall have the free exercise of their religion; provided it be not repugnant to 
the peace and safety of the State; and shall not, unless by consent, support any teacher or teachers except those 
of their own profession. 

ART. LXI. Freedom of the press and trial by jury to remain inviolate forever.  

ART. LXII. No clergyman of any denomination shall be allowed a seat in the legislature.  

Excerpts from New York’s Second3 Constitution (April 1777) 

XXXVIII. And whereas we are required, by the benevolent principles of rational liberty, not only to expel civil 
tyranny, but also to guard against that spiritual oppression and intolerance wherewith the bigotry and ambition 
of weak and wicked priests and princes have scourged mankind, this convention doth further, in the name and 
by the authority of the good people of this State, ordain, determine, and declare, that the free exercise and 
enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination or preference, shall forever hereafter be 
allowed, within this State, to all mankind: Provided, That the liberty of conscience, hereby granted, shall not be 
so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of this 
State.  

XXXIX. And whereas the ministers of the gospel are, by their profession, dedicated to the service of God and 
the care of souls, and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their function; therefore, no minister of 
the gospel, or priest of any denomination whatsoever, shall, at any time hereafter, under any presence or 
description whatever, be eligible to, or capable of holding, any civil or military office or place within this State. 

XL. And whereas it is of the utmost importance to the safety of every State that it should always be in a 
condition of defence; and it is the duty of every man who enjoys the protection of society to be prepared and 
willing to defend it; this convention therefore, in the name and by the authority of the good people of this State, 
doth ordain, determine, and declare that the militia of this State, at all times hereafter, as well in peace as in war, 
shall be armed and disciplined, and in readiness for service. That all such of the inhabitants of this State being 
of the people called Quakers as, from scruples of conscience, may be averse to the bearing of arms, be 
therefrom excused by the legislature; and do pay to the State such sums of money, in lieu of their personal 
service, as the same; may, in the judgment of the legislature, be worth. And that a proper magazine of warlike 
stores, proportionate to the number of inhabitants, be, forever hereafter, at the expense of this State, and by acts 
of the legislature, established, maintained, and continued in every county in this State. 

 

                                                 
3 The first predates the Declaration of Independence. 
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Excerpts from Vermont’s First Constitution (July 1777) 

CHAPTER I 
A DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE STATE OF VERMONT 

III. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship ALMIGHTY GOD, according to the dictates of 
their own consciences and understanding, regulated by the word of GOD; and that no man ought, or of right can 
be compelled to attend any religious worship, or erect, or support any place of worship, or maintain any 
minister, contrary to the dictates of his conscience; nor can any man who professes the protestant religion, be 
justly deprived or abridged of any civil right, as a citizen, on account of his religious sentiment, or peculiar 
mode of religious worship, and that no authority can, or ought to be vested in, or assumed by, any power 
whatsoever, that shall, in any case, interfere with, or in any manner controul, the rights of conscience, in the free 
exercise of religious worship: nevertheless, every sect or denomination of people ought to observe the Sabbath, 
or the Lord's day, and keep up, and support, some sort of religious worship, which to them shall seem most 
agreeable to the revealed will of GOD.  

XIV. That the people have a right to freedom of speech, and of writing and publishing their sentiments; 
therefore, the freedom of the press ought not be restrained.  

XV. That the people have a right to bear arms for the defence of themselves and the State; and, as standing 
armies, in the time of peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up; and that the military should 
be kept under strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.  
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Excerpts of South Carolina’s Second4 Constitution (1778) 

XXI. And whereas the ministers of the gospel are by their profession dedicated to the service of God and the 
cure of souls, and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their function, therefore no minister of the 
gospel or public preacher of any religious persuasion, while he continues in the exercise of his pastoral function, 
and for two years after, shall be eligible either as governor, lieutenant-governor, a member of the senate, house 
of representatives, or privy council in this State.  

XXXVIII. That all persons and religious societies who acknowledge that there is one God, and a future state of 
rewards and punishments, and that God is publicly to be worshipped, shall be freely tolerated. The Christian 
Protestant religion shall be deemed, and is hereby constituted and declared to be, the established religion of this 
State. That all denominations of Christian Protestants in this State, demeaning themselves peaceably and 
faithfully, shall enjoy equal religious and civil privileges. To accomplish this desirable purpose without injury 
to the religious property of those societies of Christians which are by law already incorporated for the purpose 
of religious worship, and to put it fully into the power of every other society of Christian Protestants, either 
already formed or hereafter to be formed, to obtain the like incorporation, it is hereby constituted, appointed, 
and declared that the respective societies of the Church of England that are already formed in this State for the 
purpose of religious worship shall still continue incorporate and hold the religious property now in their 
possession. And that whenever fifteen or more male persons, not under twenty-one years of age, professing the 
Christian Protestant religion, and agreeing to unite themselves In a society for the purposes of religious worship, 
they shall, (on complying with the terms hereinafter mentioned,) be, and be constituted a church, and be 
esteemed and regarded in law as of the established religion of the State, and on a petition to the legislature shall 
be entitled to be incorporated and to enjoy equal privileges. That every society of Christians so formed shall 
give themselves a name or denomination by which they shall be called and known in law, and all that associate 
with them for the purposes of worship shall be esteemed as belonging to the society so called. But that previous 
to the establishment and incorporation of the respective societies of every denomination as aforesaid, and in 
order to entitle them thereto, each society so petitioning shall have agreed to and subscribed in a book the 
following five articles, without which no agreement fir union of men upon presence of religion shall entitle 
them to be incorporated and esteemed as a church of the established religion of this State:  

1st. That there is one eternal God, and a future state of rewards and punishments.  

2d. That God is publicly to be worshipped.  

3d. That the Christian religion is the true religion  

4th. That the holy scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are of divine inspiration, and are the rule of faith 
and practice.  

5th. That it is lawful and the duty of every man being thereunto called by those that govern, to bear witness to 
the truth.  

                                                 
4 The first predated the Declaration of Independence. 
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Excerpts of South Carolina’s Second Constitution (continued) 

And that every inhabitant of this State, when called to make an appeal to God as a witness to truth, shall be 
permitted to do it in that way which is most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience. And that the people 
of this State may forever enjoy the right of electing their own pastors or clergy, and at the same time that the 
State may have sufficient security for the due discharge of the pastoral office, by those who shall be admitted to 
be clergymen, no person shall officiate as minister of any established church who shall not have been chosen by 
a majority of the society to which he shall minister, or by persons appointed by the said majority, to choose and 
procure a minister for them; nor until the minister so chosen and appointed shall have made and subscribed to 
the following declaration, over and above the aforesaid five articles, viz: "That he is determined by God's grace 
out of the holy scriptures, to instruct the people committed to his charge, and to teach nothing as required of 
necessity to eternal salvation but that which he shall be persuaded may be concluded and proved from the 
scripture; that he will use both public and private admonitions, as well to the sick as to the whole within his 
cure, as need shall require and occasion shall be given, and that he will be diligent in prayers, and in reading of 
the same; that he will be diligent to frame and fashion his own self and his family according to the doctrine of 
Christ, and to make both himself and them, as much as in him lieth, wholesome examples and patterns to the 
flock of Christ; that he will maintain and set forwards, as much as he can, quietness, peace, and love among all 
people, and especially among those that are or shall be committed to lids charge. No person shall disturb or 
molest any religious assembly; nor shall use any reproachful, reviling, or abusive language against any church, 
that being the certain way of disturbing the peace, and of hindering the conversion of any to the truth, by 
engaging them in quarrels and animosities, to the hatred of the professors, and that profession which otherwise 
they might be brought to assent to. To person whatsoever shall speak anything in their religious assembly 
irreverently or seditiously of the government of this State. No person shall, by law, be obliged to pay towards 
the maintenance and support of a religious worship that he does not freely join in, or has not voluntarily 
engaged to support. But the churches, chapels, parsonages, globes, and all other property now belonging to any 
societies of the Church of England, or any other religious societies, shall remain and be secured to them forever. 
The poor shall be supported, and elections managed in the accustomed manner, until laws shall be provided to 
adjust those matters in the most equitable way.  

XLII. That the military be subordinate to the civil power of the State.  

XLIII. That the liberty of the press be inviolably preserved.  
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Excerpts of Massachusetts’ First Constitution (1780) 

We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts, acknowledging, with grateful hearts, the goodness of the great 
Legislator of the universe, in affording us, in the course of His providence, an opportunity, deliberately and 
peaceably, without fraud, violence, or surprise, of entering into an original, explicit, and solemn compact with 
each other, and of forming a new constitution of civil government for ourselves and posterity; and devoutly 
imploring His direction in so interesting a design, do agree upon, ordain, and establish the following declaration 
of rights and frame of government as the constitution of the commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

PART THE FIRST  

A Declaration of the Rights of the Inhabitants of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

Article I. All men are born free and equal, and have certain natural, essential, and unalienable rights; among 
which may be reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their lives and libertys; that of acquiring, 
possessing, and protecting property; in fine, that of seeking and obtaining their safety and happiness.  

Art. II. It is the right as well as the duty of all men in society, publicly and at stated seasons, to worship the 
Supreme Being, the great Creator and Preserver of the universe. And no subject shall be hurt, molested, or 
restrained, in his person, liberty, or estate, for worshipping God in the manner and season most agreeable to the 
dictates of his own conscience, or for his religious profession or sentiments, provided he doth not disturb the 
public peace or obstruct others in their religious worship.  

Art. III. As the happiness of a people and the good order and preservation of civil government essentially 
depend upon piety, religion, and morality, and as these cannot be generally diffcused through a community but 
by the institution of the public worship of God and of the public instructions in piety, religion, and morality: 
Therefore, To promote their happiness and to secure the good order and preservation of their government, the 
people of this commonwealth have a right to invest their legislature with power to authorize and require, and the 
legislature shall, from time to time, authorize and require, the several towns, parishes, precincts, and other 
bodies-politic or religious societies to make suitable provision, at their own expense, for the institution of the 
public worship of God and for the support and maintenance of public Protestant teachers of piety, religion, and 
morality in all cases where such provision shall not be made voluntarily.  

And the people of this commonwealth have also a right to, and do, invest their legislature with authority to 
enjoin upon all the subject an attendance upon the instructions of the public teachers aforesaid, at stated times 
and seasons, if there be any on whose instructions they can conscientiously and conveniently attend.  

Provided, notwithstanding, That the several towns, parishes, precincts, and other bodies-politic, or religious 
societies, shall at all times have the exclusive right and electing their public teachers and of contracting with 
them for their support and maintenance.  

And all moneys paid by the subject to the support of public worship and of public teachers aforesaid shall, if he 
require it, be uniformly applied to the support of the public teacher or teachers of his own religious sect or 
denomination, provided there be any on whose instructions he attends; othewise it may be paid toward the 
support of the teacher or teachers of the parish or precinct in which the said moneys are raised.  

And every denomination of Christians, demeaning themselves peaceably and as good subjects of the 
commonwealth, shall be equally under the protection of the law; and no subordination of any sect or 
denomination to another shall ever be established by law.  
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Bill Of Rights 
(Proposed in 1789, upon ratification of the Constitution & adopted in 1791) 

 
Amendment I 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.  

Amendment II 
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and 

bear Arms, shall not be infringed.  
Amendment III 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time 
of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

Amendment IV 
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable 

searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by 
Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

Amendment V 
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 

indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual 
service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in 
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public 
use, without just compensation. 

Amendment VI 
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial 

jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been 
previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted 
with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
Assistance of Counsel for his defence.  

Amendment VII 
In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury 

shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, 
than according to the rules of the common law. 

Amendment VIII 
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments 

inflicted. 
Amendment IX 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others 
retained by the people. 

Amendment X 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 

reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. 
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The address of the Danbury Baptist Association in the State of Connecticut, assembled October 7, 1801. 
To Thomas Jefferson, Esq., President of the United States of America  

Sir, 

Among the many millions in America and Europe who rejoice in your election to office, we embrace the first 
opportunity which we have enjoyed in our collective capacity, since your inauguration, to express our great 
satisfaction in your appointment to the Chief Magistracy in the Unite States. And though the mode of 
expression may be less courtly and pompous than what many others clothe their addresses with, we beg you, sir, 
to believe, that none is more sincere.  

Our sentiments are uniformly on the side of religious liberty: that Religion is at all times and places a matter 
between God and individuals, that no man ought to suffer in name, person, or effects on account of his religious 
opinions, [and] that the legitimate power of civil government extends no further than to punish the man who 
works ill to his neighbor. But sir, our constitution of government is not specific. Our ancient charter, together 
with the laws made coincident therewith, were adapted as the basis of our government at the time of our 
revolution. And such has been our laws and usages, and such still are, [so] that Religion is considered as the 
first object of Legislation, and therefore what religious privileges we enjoy (as a minor part of the State) we 
enjoy as favors granted, and not as inalienable rights. And these favors we receive at the expense of such 
degrading acknowledgments, as are inconsistent with the rights of freemen. It is not to be wondered at therefore, 
if those who seek after power and gain, under the pretense of government and Religion, should reproach their 
fellow men, [or] should reproach their Chief Magistrate, as an enemy of religion, law, and good order, because 
he will not, dares not, assume the prerogative of Jehovah and make laws to govern the Kingdom of Christ.  

Sir, we are sensible that the President of the United States is not the National Legislator and also sensible that 
the national government cannot destroy the laws of each State, but our hopes are strong that the sentiment of our 
beloved President, which have had such genial effect already, like the radiant beams of the sun, will shine and 
prevail through all these States--and all the world--until hierarchy and tyranny be destroyed from the earth. Sir, 
when we reflect on your past services, and see a glow of philanthropy and goodwill shining forth in a course of 
more than thirty years, we have reason to believe that America's God has raised you up to fill the Chair of State 
out of that goodwill which he bears to the millions which you preside over. May God strengthen you for the 
arduous task which providence and the voice of the people have called you--to sustain and support you and your 
Administration against all the predetermined opposition of those who wish to rise to wealth and importance on 
the poverty and subjection of the people.  

And may the Lord preserve you safe from every evil and bring you at last to his Heavenly Kingdom through 
Jesus Christ our Glorious Mediator.  

Signed in behalf of the Association,  

Neh,h Dodge } 
Eph'm Robbins } The Committee 
Stephen S. Nelson }  
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Messrs. Nehemiah Dodge, Ephraim Robbins, and Stephen s. Nelson 
A Committee of the Danbury Baptist Association, in the State of Connecticut.  

Washington, January 1, 1802  

Gentlemen,--The affectionate sentiment of esteem and approbation which you are so good as to express towards 
me, on behalf of the Danbury Baptist Association, give me the highest satisfaction. My duties dictate a faithful 
and zealous pursuit of the interests of my constituents, and in proportion as they are persuaded of my fidelity to 
those duties, the discharge of them becomes more and more pleasing.  

Believing with you that religion is a matter which lies solely between man and his God, that he owes account to 
none other for his faith or his worship, that the legislative powers of government reach actions only, and not 
opinions, I contemplate with sovereign reverence that act of the whole American people which declared that 
their legislature would "make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof," thus building a wall of separation between Church and State. Adhering to this expression of the 
supreme will of the nation in behalf of the rights of conscience, I shall see with sincere satisfaction the progress 
of those sentiments which tend to restore to man all his natural rights, convinced he has no natural right in 
opposition to his social duties.  

I reciprocate your kind prayers for the protection and blessing of the common Father and Creator of man, and 
tender you for yourselves and your religious association, assurances of my high respect and esteem.  

Th Jefferson 
Jan. 1. 1802  

 


