In Congress, July 4, 1776, The Unanimous Declar ation of the Thirteen United States of America
When, in the course of human events, it becomesssacy for one people to dissolve the politicaldsan
which have connected them with another, and torassamong the powers of the earth, the separatecaral
station to which the laws of nature and of natuBsisl entitle them, a decent respect to the opinadmsankind
requires that they should declare the causes vimiphl them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that &hrare created equal, that they are endowed hy thei
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that amtirege are life, liberty and the pursuit of happme

That to secure these rights, governments areutstiatmong men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed.

That whenever any form of government becomes desteuto these ends, it is the right of the pedple
alter or to abolish it, and to institute new goveant, laying its foundation on such principles anganizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall seem mostylito effect their safety and happiness.

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governmentg lestablished should not be changed for light and
transient causes; and accordingly all experientte $teown that mankind are more disposed to suifieile
evils are sufferable, than to right themselvesligliahing the forms to which they are accustomad.\éhen a
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuingrialbly the same object evinces a design to redusm under
absolute despotism, it is their right, it is thehty, to throw off such government, and to prowiges guards for
their future security. --Such has been the pasafferance of these colonies; and such is now ¢igessity
which constrains them to alter their former syst@mgovernment.

The history of the present King of Great Britairaikistory of repeated injuries and usurpatiorid)aling
in direct object the establishment of an absolatanny over these states. To prove this, let faetsubmitted
to a candid world.

» He has refused his assent to laws, the most whokesmd necessary for the public good.

* He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of idiate and pressing importance, unless suspended in
their operation till his assent should be obtairset when so suspended, he has utterly neglectdtetal
to them.

* He has refused to pass other laws for the accomtimadaf large districts of people, unless thosegbeo
would relinquish the right of representation in tégislature, a right inestimable to them and fatahie to
tyrants only.

» He has called together legislative bodies at placesual, uncomfortable, and distant from the diépgs
of their public records, for the sole purpose ¢ii@ing them into compliance with his measures.

* He has dissolved representative houses repeatedpposing with manly firmness his invasions be t
rights of the people.

* He has refused for a long time, after such disgmigt to cause others to be elected; whereby theldtive
powers, incapable of annihilation, have returneth&people at large for their exercise; the seteaining
in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of iomasom without, and convulsions within.

* He has endeavored to prevent the population otthides; for that purpose obstructing the laws for
naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass mtlie encourage their migration hither, and raisivey
conditions of new appropriations of lands.

* He has obstructed the administration of justicerdfysing his assent to laws for establishing jiaaic
powers.

* He has made judges dependent on his will alonghétenure of their offices, and the amount anadreant
of their salaries.

* He has erected a multitude of new offices, and lsiinér swarms of officers to harass our peopld, eat
out their substance.

* He has kept among us, in times of peace, standmiga without the consent of our legislature.
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* He has affected to render the military independ&aind superior to civil power.

* He has combined with others to subject us to agiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknesged
by our laws; giving his assent to their acts otgmded legislation:

o For quartering large bodies of armed troops amang u

o For protecting them, by mock trial, from punishmfartany murders which they should commit on the
inhabitants of these states:

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the Jbr

For imposing taxes on us without our consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefitsialf by jury:

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried faepded offenses:

For abolishing the free system of English laws megghboring province, establishing therein an
arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundas@eas to render it at once an example and fit
instrument for introducing the same absolute milthese colonies:

o For taking away our charters, abolishing our madgtable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms
of our governments:

o For suspending our own legislatures, and declahamselves invested with power to legislate foinus
all cases whatsoever.

* He has abdicated government here, by declaringiusfdnis protection and waging war against us.
* He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coastgdaum towns, and destroyed the lives of our people

» He s at this time transporting large armies oéfgn mercenaries to complete the works of death,
desolation and tyranny, already begun with circamses of cruelty and perfidy scarcely parallelethen
most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the béacivilized nation.

* He has constrained our fellow citizens taken capbiv the high seas to bear arms against their gouat
become the executioners of their friends and beethor to fall themselves by their hands.

* He has excited domestic insurrections amongstushas endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of ou
frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose ke of warfare, is undistinguished destructibalb
ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these oppressions we have petdifor redress in the most humble terms: our tegea
petitions have been answered only by repeatedyifuprince, whose character is thus marked byyesaet
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the rudéa free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our Britsethren. We have warned them from time to tife o
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwaatale jurisdiction over us. We have reminded théithe
circumstances of our emigration and settlement. Weehave appealed to their native justice and aaigmity,
and we have conjured them by the ties of our comkituaired to disavow these usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our connections and corresmrg. They too have been deaf to the voice ofcistnd of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce im#uessity, which denounces our separation, artthen,
as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in wapgiace friends.

We, therefore, the representatives of the UnitetieStof America, in General Congress, assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for¢hstude of our intentions, do, in the name, bpdhe
authority of the good people of these coloniesmolly publish and declare, that these united cebare, and
of right ought to be free and independent statest;they are absolved from all allegiance to th&édr Crown,
and that all political connection between them tiedstate of Great Britain, is and ought to bellyptiissolved,;
and that as free and independent states, theyfbthpewer to levy war, conclude peace, contrataates,
establish commerce, and to do all other acts andgtwhich independent states may of right do.

And for the support of this declaration, with arfireliance on the protection of Divine Providenee,
mutually pledge to each other our lives, our foesiand our sacred honor.

O O O 0o ©o
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Religious Affiliation of the Signersof the #of % of
Declaration of Independence (1776)  signers signers
Episcopalian/Anglican 32 57.1%
Congregationalist 13 23.2%
Presbyterian 12 21.4%
Quaker 2 3.6%
Unitarian or Universalist 2 3.6%
Catholic 1.8%
Religious Affiliation of the Continental Congressof 1787  # of % of
(Including Signers of Constitution) delegates delegates
Episcopalian/Anglican 31 56.4%
Presbyterian 16 29.1%
Congregationalist 8 14.5%
Quaker 3 5.5%
Catholic 2 3.6%
Methodist 2 3.6%
Lutheran 2 3.6%
Dutch Reformed 2 3.6%
Religious Affiliation # of % of #of % of
of 1% U. S. Congress (1789-1791) Senators Senators Rep. Rep.
Episcopalian/Anglican 13  44.8% 24 36.4%
Congregationalist 4 13.8% 7 10.6%
Presbyterian 3 10.3% 3 4.5%
Methodist 2 6.9%
Quaker 1 3.4% 3 4.5%
Dutch Reformed Church 1 3.4% 3 4.5%
Catholic 1 3.4% 2 3.0%
Lutheran 2 3.0%
German Reformed Church 1 1.5%
Huguenot 1 1.5%
Unitarian 1 1.5%
Calvinist 1 1.5%
Unknown 5 17.2% 20 30.3%

Statistical information taken froexdherents.com
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Excerpts from Connecticut's Fundamental Ordér§l1638/39)

Forasmuch as it hath pleased the Almighty God bytise disposition of his divine providence so tdes and
dispose of things that we the Inhabitants and Ressdof Windsor, Hartford, and Wethersfield are now
cohabiting and dwelling in and upon the River oh@ectecotte and the lands thereunto adjoiningwasid
knowing where a people are gathered together tid efdGod requires that to maintain the peace amoluof
such a people there should be an orderly and d&mrdgrnment established according to God, to caddr
dispose of the affairs of the people at all seassnsccasion shall require; do therefore assoaradeconjoin
ourselves to be as one Public State or Commonwealthdo for ourselves and our Successors andasuch
shall be adjoined to us at any time hereafter,rente Combination and Confederation together, tontain
and preserve the liberty and purity of the Gospelur Lord Jesus which we now profess, as alsalibepline
of the Churches, which according to the truth ef$hid Gospel is now practiced amongst us; asralsor
Civil affairs to be guided and governed accordmguch Laws, Rules, Orders, and Decrees as shalbde,
ordered, and decreed as followeth:--

1. Itis Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that #iell be yearly two General Assemblies or Cothiespne
the second Thursday in April, the other the secbmatsday in September following; the first shalldadled the
Court of Election, wherein shall be yearly chosemftime to time so many Magistrates and otheripubl
Officers as shall be found requisite: Whereof anbda chosen Governor for the year ensuing and amsither
be chosen, and no other Magistrate to be chosendog than one year: provided always there belsisen
besides the Governor, which being chosen and saarording to an Oath recorded for that purposd| ksaae
power to administer justice according to the Lawerelestablished, and for want thereof, accordirtegaule
of the Word of God; which choice shall be made lbyhat are admitted freemen and have taken thé Gfat
Fidelity, and do cohabit within this Jurisdiction

! Connecticut’s First Constitution was adopted i63.91t included:

SEC. 3. The exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination, shall
forever be free to all persons in the state; provided, that the right hereby declared and established, shall
not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or to justify practices inconsistent with the peace
and safety of the state.

SEC. 4. Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible
for the abuse of that liberty.

SEC. 5. No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain the liberty of speech or of the press.
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Excerpt from Rhode Island’s Chartéfrom Charles Il (1663)

And whereas, in their humble address, they hawyfideclared, that it is much on their heartsi@yt may be
permitted), to hold forth a lively experiment, tlaamost flourishing civil state may stand and Ibest
maintained, and that among our English subjecth afull liberty in religious concernments; anatirue
piety rightly grounded upon gospel principles, wiNe the best and greatest security to soverejigmy will
lay in the hearts of men the strongest obligattortsue loyalty: Now know be, that we being willitg
encourage the hopeful undertaking of our said layal loving subjects, and to secure them in thee dveercise
and enjoyment of all their civil and religious rtghappertaining to them, as our loving subjeats; ta preserve
unto them that liberty, in the true Christian fadttd worship of God, which they have sought witimeh
travail, and with peaceable minds, and loyal sulgado our royal progenitors and ourselves, t@mgnand
because some of the people and inhabitants ofthe solony cannot, in their private opinions, comi® to the
public exercise of religion, according to the Igyy forms and ceremonies of the Church of Englandiake or
subscribe the oaths and articles made and estatblisithat behalf; and for that the same, by rea$dhe
remote distances of those places, will (as we hbpejo breach of the unity and uniformity estaldsim this
nation: Have therefore thought fit, and do hereblyligh, grant, ordain and declare, That our royidlamd
pleasure is, that no person within the said colabgny time hereafter, shall be any wise molegiedished,
disquieted, or called in question, for any diffezes in opinion in matters of religion, and do nctually disturb
the civil peace of our said colony; but that akla@avery person and persons may, from time to tand,at all
times hereatfter, freely and fully have and enjaydnd their own judgments and consciences, in rsaife
religious concernments, throughout the tract ofi$ahereafter mentioned; they behaving themselvasgably
and quietly, and not using this liberty to licenismess and profaneness, nor to the civil injuryutward
disturbance of others; any law, statute, or clatheein contained, or to be contained, usage stoouof this
realm, to the contrary hereof, in any wise, notatéimding. And that they may bee in the better dapar
defend themselves, in their just rights and liesragainst all the enemies of the Christian faitid, others, in
all respects, we have further thought fit, anchatiiumble petition of the persons aforesaid areigualy
pleased to declare, That they shall have and ehppenefit of our late act of indemnity and freedon, as the
rest of our subjects in other our dominions andtteres have; and to create and make them a botitycpor
corporate, with the powers and privileges here@raftentioned.

2 Rhode Island’s first constitution was adopted842. It included:

Section 3. Whereas Almighty God hath created the mind faee} all attempts to influence it by temporal
punishments or burdens, or by civil incapacitatjdasd to beget habits of hypocrisy and meannesk; a
whereas a principal object of our venerable ancgsto their migration to this country and theittiament of
this state, was, as they expressed it, to holth fotively experiment that a flourishing civil #anay stand and
be best maintained with full liberty in religiousncernments; we, therefore, declare that no pesisat be
compelled to frequent or to support any religiowsship, place, or ministry whatever, except inifunfent of
such person's voluntary contract; nor enforcedraieged, molested, or burdened in body or goods; no
disqualified from holding any office; nor otherwiseffer on account of such person's religious bedied that
every person shall be free to worship God accortbrtge dictates of such person's conscience,@ptbfess
and by argument to maintain such person's opimanadtters of religion; and that the same shallonise
diminish, enlarge, or affect the civil capacityasfy person.

Section 4. Slavery shall not be permitted in this state.
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Excerpts from Virginia’s First Constitution (1776)

Bill of Rights; June 12, 1776

A declaration of rights made by the representatofedbe good people of Virginia, assembled in &t free
convention; which rights do pertain to them andrthesterity, as the basis and foundation of gorent.

SECTION 1. That all men are by nature equally &ed independent, and have certain inherent rights,
which, when they enter into a state of societyy ttennot, by any compact, deprive or divest thesterity,
namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with tiieans of acquiring and possessing property, arslijng
and obtaining happiness and safety.

SEC. 12. That the freedom of the press is oneegtkat bulwarks of liberty, and can never be agstd but
by despotic governments.

SEC. 13. That a well-regulated militia, composethefbody of the people, trained to arms, is tloper,
natural, and safe defence of a free State; thatlstg armies, in time of peace, should be avoidedjangerous
to liberty; and that in all cases the military sliblbe under strict subordination to, and governgdhe civil
power.

SEC. 16. That religion, or the duty which we owetw Creator, and the manner of discharging it,lzan
directed only by reason and conviction, not by éooc violence; and therefore all men are equaltitled to
the free exercise of religion, according to theates of conscience; and that it is the mutual dégll to
practice Christian forbearance, love, and chaaoityards each other.

Excerpts from New Jersey’s First Constitution (Julv776)

XVIII. That no person shall ever, within this Colgrbe deprived of the inestimable privilege of wopping
Almighty God in a manner, agreeable to the dictafdss own conscience; nor, under any presenceéenvin
be compelled to attend any place of worship, copti@ahis own faith and judgment; nor shall anysoer,
within this Colony, ever be obliged to pay titheses, or any other rates, for the purpose of mgldr
repairing any other church or churches, place acgs of worship, or for the maintenance of any stenior
ministry, contrary to what he believes to be rigithas deliberately or voluntarily engaged himgeiperform.

XIX. That there shall be no establishment of ang oeligious sect in this Province, in preferencanother;
and that no Protestant inhabitant of this Colorafldbe denied the enjoyment of any civil right, elgron
account of his religious principles; but that atgons, professing a belief in the faith of anyté€stant sect.
who shall demean themselves peaceably under tregrgoent, as hereby established, shall be capalbleirg
elected into any office of profit or trust, or bgia member of either branch of the Legislature,sdrall fully
and freely enjoy every privilege and immunity, grgd by others their fellow subjects.
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Excerpts from Delaware’s First Constitution (Septé@r 1776)

ART. 22. Every person who shall be chosen a memibeither house, or appointed to any office or plat
trust, before taking his seat, or entering uporetkecution of his office, shall take the followingth, or
affirmation, if conscientiously scrupulous of tagfian oath, to wit:

"1, A B. will bear true allegiance to the Delaw&tate, submit to its constitution and laws, anchda@ct
wittingly whereby the freedom thereof may be prejad.”

And also make and subscribe the following declargatio wit:

"1, A B. do profess faith in God the Father, andliesus Christ His only Son, and in the Holy Ghas¢, God,
blessed for evermore; and | do acknowledge the $wiptures of the Old and New Testament to bergise
divine inspiration."

And all officers shall also take an oath of office.

ART. 26. No person hereafter imported into thig&teom Africa ought to be held in slavery undey an
presence whatever; and no negro, Indian, or musddtee ought to be brought into this State, foe sebm any
part of the world.

ART. 29. There shall be no establishment of anyretigious sect in this State in preference to hegtand no
clergyman or preacher of the gospel, of any denatwin, shall be capable of holding any civil ongehis
State, or of being a member of either of the braadf the legislature, while they continue in tikereise of
the pastorial function.
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Excerpts from Pennsylvania’s First Constitution (feember 1776)

A DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE INHABITANTSOF THE COMMONWEALTH OR
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

I. That all men are born equally free and indepahd®nd have certain natural, inherent and inabiEnaghts,
amongst which are, the enjoying and defendingalifd liberty, acquiring, possessing and protectiog@rty,
and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.

II. That all men have a natural and unalienablbtrig worship Almighty God according to the dictatd their
own consciences and understanding: And that noaught or of right can be compelled to attend atigiceis
worship, or erect or support any place of worsbippaintain any ministry, contrary to, or agairss own free
will and consent: Nor can any man, who acknowledgedeing of a God, be justly deprived or abridgkd
any civil right as a citizen, on account of higgielus sentiments or peculiar mode of religiousshgo: And
that no authority can or ought to be vested irgssumed by any power whatever, that shall in asg ca
interfere with, or in any manner controul, the tighconscience in the free exercise of religiousship.

VIII. That every member of society hath a righb®protected in the enjoyment of life, liberty gmdperty,
and therefore is bound to contribute his proportawards the expence of that protection, and yiedersonal
service when necessary, or an equivalent thereton® part of a man's property can be justly tekem him,
or applied to public uses, without his own consenthat of his legal representatives: Nor can@ay who is
conscientiously scrupulous of bearing arms, bédyjusimpelled thereto, if he will pay such equivd|eror are
the people bound by any laws, but such as they imailee manner assented to, for their common good.

XIl. That the people have a right to freedom ofesgie and of writing, and publishing their sentinsent
therefore the freedom of the press ought not tebeained.

XIll. That the people have a right to bear armstfar defence of themselves and the state; anciagisg
armies in the time of peace are dangerous to libtrey ought not to be kept up; And that the mijtshould
be kept under strict subordination to, and govelmedhe civil power.

PLAN OR FRAME OF GOVERNMENT FOR THE COMMONWEALTH OR STATE OF
PENNSYLVANIA

SECT. 10...And each member, before he takes hiss®at,make and subscribe the following declaratudr

I do believe in one God, the creator and goverfth@universe, the rewarder of the good and thegher of
the wicked. And | do acknowledge the ScripturethefOld and New Testament to be given by Divine
inspiration.

And no further or other religious test shall everdafter be required of any civil officer or maase in this
State.

SECT. 45. Laws for the encouragement of virtue, @edention of vice and immorality, shall be madd a
constantly kept in force, and provision shall bedm#or their due execution: And all religious sdoieig or
bodies of men heretofore united or incorporatedieradvancement of religion or learning, or fdrestpious
and charitable purposes, shall be encouraged ateicped in the enjoyment of the privileges, immigsiand
estates which they were accustomed to enjoy, ddafuight have enjoyed, under the laws and former
constitution of this state.
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Excerpts from Maryland’s First Constitution (Decenglp 1776)

A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, &C.

VIII. That freedom of speech and debates, or prdicgs in the Legislature, ought not to be impeadheahy
other court or judicature.

XXV. That a well-regulated militia is the propercanatural defence of a free government.

XXVI. That standing armies are dangerous to libeatyd ought not to be raised or kept up, withousent of
the Legislature.

XXVII. That in all cases, and at all times, the itally ought to be under strict subordination to andtrol of
the civil power.

XXVIII. That no soldier ought to be quartered inydrouse, in time of peace, without the consenhefawner;
and in time of war, in such manner only, as thei¢lature shall direct,

XXIX. That no person, except regular soldiers, mars, and marines in the service of this Statjibtia
when in actual service, ought in any case to bgstito or punishable by martial law.

XXXIII. That, as it is the duty of every man to vehip God in such manner as he thinks most acceptabl
him; all persons, professing the Christian religiare equally entitled to protection in their redigs liberty;
wherefore no person ought by any law to be molastéis person or estate on account of his religiou
persuasion or profession, or for his religious pecag unless, under colour of religion, any manlistiaturb the
good order, peace or safety of the State, or sifalige the laws of morality, or injure others,threir natural,
civil, or religious rights; nor ought any persona® compelled to frequent or maintain, or contebutnless on
contract, to maintain any particular place of wgusbr any particular ministry; yet the Legislatumay, in their
discretion, lay a general and equal tax for thepsupof the Christian religion; leaving to eachiindual the
power of appointing the payment over of the momejlected from him, to the support of any particydkace
of worship or minister, or for the benefit of thego of his own denomination, or the poor in genefany
particular county: but the churches, chapels, gleed all other property now belonging to the chuwof
England, ought to remain to the church of Englamdver. And all acts of Assembly, lately passed, fo
collecting monies for building or repairing parti@uchurches or chapels of ease, shall continderae, and be
executed, unless the Legislature shall, by acersgae or repeal the same: but no county couttatsdss any
guantity of tobacco, or sum of money, hereafterth@napplication of any vestrymen or church-wargdeansl
every encumbent of the church of England, who hatirained in his parish, and performed his dutyl| &iea
entitled to receive the provision and support distlagéd by the act, entitled "An act for the suppadrthe clergy
of the church of England, in this Province," tiletNovember court of this present year to be raidhe county
in which his parish shall lie, or partly lie, orfeuch time as he hath remained in his parish panidrmed his
duty.
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Excerpts from Maryland’s First Constitution (contined)

XXXIV. That every gift, sale, or devise of lande,dany minister, public teacher, or preacher ofgbgpel, as
such, or to any religious sect, order or denomamator to or for the support, use or benefit ofinairust for,
any minister, public teacher, or preacher of thepg as such, or any religious sect, order or ohémation—and
every gift or sale of goods, or chattels, to gsuscession, or to take place after the death cdeher or donor,
or to or for such support, use or benefit—-and alsry devise of goods or chattels to or for thepsulp use or
benefit of any minister, public teacher, or preaaifehe gospel, as such, or any religious sedgigror
denomination, without the leave of the Legislatgiggll be void; except always any sale, gift, leasgevise of
any quantity of land, not exceeding two acresafeghurch, meeting, or other house of worship, ana f
burying-ground, which shall be improved, enjoyedised only for such purpose—or such sale, gifsdear
devise, shall be void.

XXXV. That no other test or qualification oughtlie required, on admission to any office of truspifit,
than such oath of support and fidelity to this &tand such oath of office, as shall be directethizsy
Convention or the Legislature of this State, amigelaration of a belief in the Christian religion.

XXXVI. That the manner of administering an oathatoy person, ought to be such, as those of theagetig
persuasion, profession, or denomination, of whigthgerson is one, generally esteem the most e#fect
confirmation, by the attestation of the Divine Bgi\nd that the people called Quakers, those c@laakers,
and those called Menonists, holding it unlawfutake an oath on any occasion, ought to be allowedake
their solemn affirmation, in the manner that Quakwave been heretofore allowed to affirm; and tofttbe
same avail as an oath, in all such cases, asfimaation of Quakers hath been allowed and accepitdn
this State, instead of an oath. And further, orhsafirmation, warrants to search for stolen goaddpr the
apprehension or commitment of offenders, oughetgianted, or security for the peace awarded, araké)s,
Dunkers or Menonists ought also, on their solenfimadition as aforesaid, to be admitted as witnesaes!
criminal cases not capital.

XXXVIII. That the liberty of the press ought to beviolably preserved.
LV. That every person, appointed to any office aiffp or trust, shall, before he enters on the ekea thereof,
take the following oath; to wit :—"I, A. B., do sae that | do not hold myself bound in allegianaéhte King of

Great Britain, and that | will be faithful, and berie allegiance to the State of Maryland;" anallsiiso
subscribe a declaration of his belief in the Craisteligion.
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Excerpts from North Carolina’s First Constitutionecember 1776)

A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, &C.

XV. That the freedom of the press is one of thegballwarks of liberty, and therefore ought newené¢
restrained.

XVII. That the people have a right to bear arms tiie defence of the State; and, as standing armi¢isne of
peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought nbetkept up; and that the military should be kemtesrstrict
subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.

XIX. That all men have a natural and unalienalg@trio worship Almighty God according to the dietbf
their own consciences.

XXI. That a frequent recurrence to fundamental @ples is absolutely necessary, to preserve tresinlgs of
liberty.

XXXI. That no clergyman, or preacher of the gosélany denomination, shall be capable of beingeantyer
of either the Senate, House of Commons, or Cowh&late, while he continues in the exercise ofpstoral
function.

XXXII. That no person, who shall deny the being3wid or the truth of the Protestant religion, or dihene
authority either of the Old or New Testaments, dowhall hold religious principles incompatible lwihe
freedom and safety of the State, shall be capdiiielding any office or place of trust or profit the civil
department within this State.

XXXIV. That there shall be no establishment of amg religious church or denomination in this State,
preference to any other; neither shall any persorgny presence whatsoever, be compelled to atteynglace
of worship contrary to his own faith or judgmendy tbe obliged to pay, for the purchase of any glebé¢he
building of any house of worship, or for the mam@race of any minister or ministry, contrary to what
believes right, of has voluntarily and personatgaged to perform; but all persons shall be attye
exercise their own mode of worship: -- Providedaflimothing herein contained shall be construecéongt
preachers of treasonable or seditious discounses, legal trial and punishment.

XLIV. That the Declaration of Rights is hereby d®eld to be part of the Constitution of this Statej ought
never to be violated, on any presence whatsoever.
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Excerpts from Georgia’'s First Constitution (Februgrl777)

ART. XII. Every person absenting himself from aaation, and shall neglect to give in his or theilidt at
such election, shall be subject to a penalty noeeding five pounds; the mode of recovery and thiso
appropriation thereof, to be pointed out and deediy act of the legislature: Provided, nevertlel&ébat a
reasonable excuse shall be admitted.

ART. LVI. All persons whatever shall have the feeercise of their religion; provided it be not rgpant to
the peace and safety of the State; and shall ntess by consent, support any teacher or teackeeptthose
of their own profession.

ART. LXI. Freedom of the press and trial by juryrémain inviolate forever.

ART. LXII. No clergyman of any denomination shadl bllowed a seat in the legislature.

Excerpts from New York's SecofdConstitution (April 1777)

XXXVIII. And whereas we are required, by the benlewb principles of rational liberty, not only to @ civil
tyranny, but also to guard against that spiritymdression and intolerance wherewith the bigotry amdition
of weak and wicked priests and princes have scdurgankind, this convention doth further, in the eaand
by the authority of the good people of this Stateain, determine, and declare, that the free eseeend
enjoyment of religious profession and worship, withdiscrimination or preference, shall foreverdadter be
allowed, within this State, to all mankind: Prowld& hat the liberty of conscience, hereby granséd)l not be
so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousnegisstdy practices inconsistent with the peacsafety of this
State.

XXXIX. And whereas the ministers of the gospel dngtheir profession, dedicated to the service odl Gnd
the care of souls, and ought not to be diverteohfitoe great duties of their function; therefore nmaister of
the gospel, or priest of any denomination whatsgeslall, at any time hereafter, under any presence
description whatever, be eligible to, or capabléatling, any civil or military office or place wiin this State.

XL. And whereas it is of the utmost importancehe safety of every State that it should alwaysbe i
condition of defence; and it is the duty of evergrmwho enjoys the protection of society to be preghand
willing to defend it; this convention therefore,thle name and by the authority of the good peoplkis State,
doth ordain, determine, and declare that the mitfithis State, at all times hereafter, as wefleace as in war,
shall be armed and disciplined, and in readinessdorvice. That all such of the inhabitants of Biiate being

of the people called Quakers as, from scruple®on$cence, may be averse to the bearing of arms, be
therefrom excused by the legislature; and do pdlgedstate such sums of money, in lieu of theispeal
service, as the same; may, in the judgment ofdbislature, be worth. And that a proper magazinganfike
stores, proportionate to the number of inhabitdres forever hereafter, at the expense of thieSsatd by acts
of the legislature, established, maintained, amdicoed in every county in this State.

% The first predates the Declaration of Independence
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Excerpts from Vermont's First Constitution (July I777)

CHAPTERI
A DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTSOF THE INHABITANTSOF THE STATE OF VERMONT

lll. That all men have a natural and unalienalg@trio worship ALMIGHTY GOD, according to the dit¢a of
their own consciences and understanding, regulatede word of GOD; and that no man ought, or ghitican
be compelled to attend any religious worship, ecgror support any place of worship, or maintaip a
minister, contrary to the dictates of his consocgemor can any man who professes the protestagiorg| be
justly deprived or abridged of any civil right, agitizen, on account of his religious sentimenipeculiar
mode of religious worship, and that no authority,aa ought to be vested in, or assumed by, anyepow
whatsoever, that shall, in any case, interfere,vaithin any manner controul, the rights of conscegnn the free
exercise of religious worship: nevertheless, ewect or denomination of people ought to observestigbath,
or the Lord's day, and keep up, and support, samesreligious worship, which to them shall seerost
agreeable to the revealed will of GOD.

XIV. That the people have a right to freedom ofesgie and of writing and publishing their sentiments
therefore, the freedom of the press ought not seai@ed.

XV. That the people have a right to bear armstierdefence of themselves and the State; and, redirsga

armies, in the time of peace, are dangerous tatyipghey ought not to be kept up; and that thetam} should
be kept under strict subordination to, and govelmedhe civil power.
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Excerpts of South Carolina’s SecoficConstitution (1778)

XXI. And whereas the ministers of the gospel aréhayr profession dedicated to the service of Gudlthe
cure of souls, and ought not to be diverted froengreat duties of their function, therefore no stier of the
gospel or public preacher of any religious persugsivhile he continues in the exercise of his pasfonction,
and for two years after, shall be eligible eith@gavernor, lieutenant-governor, a member of tinates house
of representatives, or privy council in this State.

XXXVIII. That all persons and religious societieh@vacknowledge that there is one God, and a fstate of
rewards and punishments, and that God is publichetworshipped, shall be freely tolerated. Thasiian
Protestant religion shall be deemed, and is hecehgtituted and declared to be, the establisheglarlof this
State. That all denominations of Christian Protastén this State, demeaning themselves peaceally a
faithfully, shall enjoy equal religious and civitipileges. To accomplish this desirable purposéatit injury
to the religious property of those societies ofi§tians which are by law already incorporated far purpose
of religious worship, and to put it fully into t@wer of every other society of Christian Protetstaeither
already formed or hereafter to be formed, to obtianlike incorporation, it is hereby constitutagpointed,
and declared that the respective societies of thedh of England that are already formed in the&téStor the
purpose of religious worship shall still continmearporate and hold the religious property nowhigirt
possession. And that whenever fifteen or more pateons, not under twenty-one years of age, priofgtse
Christian Protestant religion, and agreeing toautfiemselves In a society for the purposes oficelggworship,
they shall, (on complying with the terms hereinafteentioned,) be, and be constituted a church pand
esteemed and regarded in law as of the establighigobn of the State, and on a petition to thediequre shall
be entitled to be incorporated and to enjoy equgilpges. That every society of Christians so fechshall
give themselves a name or denomination by which shall be called and known in law, and all thatoasate
with them for the purposes of worship shall be&sied as belonging to the society so called. Butphevious
to the establishment and incorporation of the retspe societies of every denomination as aforesand, in
order to entitle them thereto, each society sdipeing shall have agreed to and subscribed inok ltioe
following five articles, without which no agreemdmtunion of men upon presence of religion shalitée
them to be incorporated and esteemed as a chutble ettablished religion of this State:

1st. That there is one eternal God, and a futate sif rewards and punishments.
2d. That God is publicly to be worshipped.
3d. That the Christian religion is the true religio

4th. That the holy scriptures of the Old and Newt@ments are of divine inspiration, and are the ofiffaith
and practice.

5th. That it is lawful and the duty of every mannggethereunto called by those that govern, to etress to
the truth.

* The first predated the Declaration of Independence
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Excerpts of South Carolina’s Second Constitutiomfttinued)

And that every inhabitant of this State, when chtl® make an appeal to God as a witness to trh#il, Ise
permitted to do it in that way which is most agidedo the dictates of his own conscience. And thatpeople
of this State may forever enjoy the right of elegttheir own pastors or clergy, and at the same thmat the
State may have sufficient security for the duelthsge of the pastoral office, by those who shathdmitted to
be clergymen, no person shall officiate as ministeany established church who shall not have lobesen by
a majority of the society to which he shall ministr by persons appointed by the said majoritghoose and
procure a minister for them; nor until the ministéerchosen and appointed shall have made and fhetbto
the following declaration, over and above the afare five articles, viz: "That he is determined®gd's grace
out of the holy scriptures, to instruct the peamenmitted to his charge, and to teach nothing qgired of
necessity to eternal salvation but that which tel $fe persuaded may be concluded and proved fnem t
scripture; that he will use both public and privatenonitions, as well to the sick as to the whaliw his
cure, as need shall require and occasion shalMea,gand that he will be diligent in prayers, amdeading of
the same; that he will be diligent to frame andhias his own self and his family according to tleetline of
Christ, and to make both himself and them, as nasdhn him lieth, wholesome examples and pattertiseto
flock of Christ; that he will maintain and set fawls, as much as he can, quietness, peace, andnwre all
people, and especially among those that are oflsh@abmmitted to lids charge. No person shalluiisbr
molest any religious assembly; nor shall use apyoehful, reviling, or abusive language againsgt@murch,
that being the certain way of disturbing the peaoel, of hindering the conversion of any to thehyiaty
engaging them in quarrels and animosities, to #teetl of the professors, and that profession wbibbrwise
they might be brought to assent to. To person wleaey shall speak anything in their religious aggdgm
irreverently or seditiously of the government aktBtate. No person shall, by law, be obliged tptpavards
the maintenance and support of a religious worgtaphe does not freely join in, or has not voluhta
engaged to support. But the churches, chapelsomages, globes, and all other property now belangirany
societies of the Church of England, or any othkgieis societies, shall remain and be securetiémtforever.
The poor shall be supported, and elections maniagie accustomed manner, until laws shall be pievito
adjust those matters in the most equitable way.

XLII. That the military be subordinate to the cipibwer of the State.

XLIII. That the liberty of the press be inviolahbyeserved.
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Excerpts of Massachusetts’ First Constitution (1730

We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts, acletmgiig, with grateful hearts, the goodness of tieatg
Legislator of the universe, in affording us, in twurse of His providence, an opportunity, delibelygand
peaceably, without fraud, violence, or surprisegmtering into an original, explicit, and solemmmyaact with
each other, and of forming a new constitution @fl ggjovernment for ourselves and posterity; andodely
imploring His direction in so interesting a desidn,agree upon, ordain, and establish the followliegaration
of rights and frame of government as the constitutf the commonwealth of Massachusetts.

PART THE FIRST
A Declaration of the Rights of the Inhabitants lué Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Article I. All men are born free and equal, and éaertain natural, essential, and unalienablesjgithong
which may be reckoned the right of enjoying andedding their lives and libertys; that of acquiring,
possessing, and protecting property; in fine, tiaeeking and obtaining their safety and happiness

Art. Il. It is the right as well as the duty of aflen in society, publicly and at stated seasonsptship the
Supreme Being, the great Creator and Preservéeairiiverse. And no subject shall be hurt, molesied
restrained, in his person, liberty, or estateworshipping God in the manner and season most algle® the
dictates of his own conscience, or for his religiguofession or sentiments, provided he doth rsitid the
public peace or obstruct others in their religisusship.

Art. lll. As the happiness of a people and the gomter and preservation of civil government esséigti
depend upon piety, religion, and morality, andresé cannot be generally diffcused through a contgnbat
by the institution of the public worship of God amickhe public instructions in piety, religion, antbrality:
Therefore, To promote their happiness and to sabergood order and preservation of their goverriniba
people of this commonwealth have a right to invlesir legislature with power to authorize and reguand the
legislature shall, from time to time, authorize aaduire, the several towns, parishes, precinots csher
bodies-politic or religious societies to make dbiggprovision, at their own expense, for the ingitin of the
public worship of God and for the support and nmenance of public Protestant teachers of pietygicei, and
morality in all cases where such provision shatlb®made voluntarily.

And the people of this commonwealth have also lat tig, and do, invest their legislature with auttyoto
enjoin upon all the subject an attendance upoimtteuctions of the public teachers aforesaidtates times
and seasons, if there be any on whose instrudti@yscan conscientiously and conveniently attend.

Provided, notwithstanding, That the several tovpasishes, precincts, and other bodies-politicetigious
societies, shall at all times have the exclusightrand electing their public teachers and of @ming with
them for their support and maintenance.

And all moneys paid by the subject to the suppbpudblic worship and of public teachers aforeséidlls if he
require it, be uniformly applied to the supportloé public teacher or teachers of his own religiserst or
denomination, provided there be any on whose iogtnus he attends; othewise it may be paid towaed t
support of the teacher or teachers of the parighveminct in which the said moneys are raised.

And every denomination of Christians, demeaningi$edves peaceably and as good subjects of the

commonwealth, shall be equally under the proteadicthe law; and no subordination of any sect or
denomination to another shall ever be establislyddwvo.
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Bill Of Rights
(Proposed in 1789, upon ratification of the Constitution & adopted in 1791)

Amendment |
Congress shall make no law respecting an estabishaf religion, or prohibiting the free exercibeteof;
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the pressthe right of the people peaceably to assenaold to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances
Amendment 11
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to thewg#ty of a free State, the right of the peopl&eep and
bear Arms, shall not be infringed.
Amendment 111
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quarteredny house, without the consent of the Owner, ndme
of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.
Amendment 1V
The right of the people to be secure in their pgssbouses, papers, and effects, against unredsonab
searches and seizures, shall not be violated, amdarrants shall issue, but upon probable caugposted by
Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing thlace to be searched, and the persons or tlorgs geized.
Amendment V
No person shall be held to answer for a capitabtiberwise infamous crime, unless on a presentarent
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arisirthe land or naval forces, or in the Militia, @rhin actual
service in time of War or public danger; nor slaal} person be subject for the same offence to loe put in
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelledany criminal case to be a witness against himselfpe
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without dpeocess of law; nor shall private property be tada public
use, without just compensation.
Amendment VI
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shalbetipe right to a speedy and public trial, by apantial
jury of the State and district wherein the crimalshave been committed, which district shall hbeen
previously ascertained by law, and to be informktthe nature and cause of the accusation; to beauderd
with the witnesses against him; to have compulpoogess for obtaining witnesses in his favor, andave the
Assistance of Counsel for his defence.
Amendment VII
In Suits at common law, where the value in contreyashall exceed twenty dollars, the right of thaljury
shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jurg/ldie otherwise re-examined in any Court of thét&thStates,
than according to the rules of the common law.
Amendment VIII
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excedanas imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments
inflicted.
Amendment 1 X
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certairntéy shall not be construed to deny or disparalgerst
retained by the people.
Amendment X
The powers not delegated to the United StatesdZtnstitution, nor prohibited by it to the Staim®
reserved to the States respectively, or to thelpeop
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The address of the Danbury Baptist AssociatioméenState of Connecticut, assembled October 7, 1801.
To Thomas Jefferson, Esq., President of the UrStates of America

Sir,

Among the many millions in America and Europe wajmice in your election to office, we embrace tingt f
opportunity which we have enjoyed in our collectoapacity, since your inauguration, to expressgoeat
satisfaction in your appointment to the Chief Magisy in the Unite States. And though the mode of
expression may be less courtly and pompous thamh nvlay others clothe their addresses with, we loeg sir,
to believe, that none is more sincere.

Our sentiments are uniformly on the side of religidiberty: that Religion is at all times and plaeematter
between God and individuals, that no man oughutfesin name, person, or effects on account ofdligious
opinions, [and] that the legitimate power of cigdvernment extends no further than to punish the wiz
works ill to his neighbor. But sir, our constitutiof government is not specific. Our ancient chrattegether
with the laws made coincident therewith, were agldjats the basis of our government at the time of ou
revolution. And such has been our laws and usagessuch still are, [so] that Religion is consideas the
first object of Legislation, and therefore whaigelus privileges we enjoy (as a minor part of 8tate) we
enjoy as favors granted, and not as inalienablggigAnd these favors we receive at the expensaaf
degrading acknowledgments, as are inconsistentthéthights of freemen. It is not to be wonderethatefore,
if those who seek after power and gain, under tetepse of government and Religion, should repré@ein
fellow men, [or] should reproach their Chief Magide, as an enemy of religion, law, and good otolecause
he will not, dares not, assume the prerogativeebbyah and make laws to govern the Kingdom of €hris

Sir, we are sensible that the President of theddrBtates is not the National Legislator and adssible that
the national government cannot destroy the lawesaoh State, but our hopes are strong that thersamitiof our
beloved President, which have had such genialtedfesady, like the radiant beams of the sun, stilhe and
prevail through all these States--and all the weuldkil hierarchy and tyranny be destroyed fromeheth. Sir,
when we reflect on your past services, and seewa gf philanthropy and goodwill shining forth ircaurse of
more than thirty years, we have reason to beliraeAmerica's God has raised you up to fill theiCbBState
out of that goodwill which he bears to the milliomkich you preside over. May God strengthen youter
arduous task which providence and the voice opt#aple have called you--to sustain and supportayalyour
Administration against all the predetermined oppasiof those who wish to rise to wealth and impode on
the poverty and subjection of the people.

And may the Lord preserve you safe from every @vwd bring you at last to his Heavenly Kingdom tlgiou
Jesus Christ our Glorious Mediator.

Signed in behalf of the Association,
Neh,h Dodge }

Eph'm Robbins } The Committee
Stephen S. Nelson }
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Messrs. Nehemiah Dodge, Ephraim Robbins, and Stephdelson
A Committee of the Danbury Baptist Associationthie State of Connecticut.

Washington, January 1, 1802

Gentlemen,--The affectionate sentiment of esteasmagprobation which you are so good as to expoxeartls
me, on behalf of the Danbury Baptist Associatiane gne the highest satisfaction. My duties dictafaithful
and zealous pursuit of the interests of my coretits, and in proportion as they are persuaded didalty to
those duties, the discharge of them becomes marenare pleasing.

Believing with you that religion is a matter whilibs solely between man and his God, that he owesuat to
none other for his faith or his worship, that tegislative powers of government reach actions arlg, not
opinions, | contemplate with sovereign revereneg #ict of the whole American people which declahed
their legislature would "make no law respectingeatablishment of religion, or prohibiting the fr@eercise
thereof," thus building a wall of separation betwéurch and State. Adhering to this expressidhef
supreme will of the nation in behalf of the rigbfsconscience, | shall see with sincere satisfadf@ progress
of those sentiments which tend to restore to miamshatural rights, convinced he has no natuggtrin
opposition to his social duties.

| reciprocate your kind prayers for the protecto blessing of the common Father and Creator of arad
tender you for yourselves and your religious asgmm, assurances of my high respect and esteem.

Th Jefferson
Jan. 1. 1802
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