The Canons of the Nicene Council in 325

Canon 1

If any one in sickness has been subjected by playsi¢o a surgical operation, or if he has
been castrated by barbarians, let him remain artfenglergy; but, if any one in sound health
has castrated himself, it behooves that such anifojadready] enrolled among the clergy,
should cease [from his ministry], and that fromd¢eforth no such person should be promoted.
But, as it is evident that this is said of thoseowtlfully do the thing and presume to castrate
themselves, so if any have been made eunuchs bariars, or by their masters, and should
otherwise be found worthy, such men the Canon admithe clergy.

Canon 2

Forasmuch as, either from necessity, or throughutgency of individuals, many things have
been done contrary to the Ecclesiastical canothaamen just converted from heathenism to the
faith, and who have been instructed but a littléeytare straightway brought to the spiritual
laver, and as soon as they have been baptizeddaamced to the episcopate or the presbyterate,
it has seemed right to us that for the time to cameuch thing shall be done. For to the
catechumen himself there is need of time and ohgdr trial after baptism. For the saying is
clear, Not a novice; lest, being lifted up withd®j he fall into condemnation and the snare of the
devil. But if, as time goes on, any sensual sirukhbe found out about the person, and he
should be convicted by two or three witnessedjitetcease from the clerical office. And whoso
shall transgress these [enactments] will impesldwn clerical position, as a person who
presumes to disobey the great Synod.

Canon 3

The great Synod has stringently forbidden any lpsboesbyter, deacon, or any one of the
clergy whatever, to havesabintroducta dwelling with him, except only a mother, or sistar
aunt, or such persons only as are beyond all sospic

Canon 4

It is by all means proper that a bishop shouldgganted by all the bishops in the province;
but should this be difficult, either on accountuofent necessity or because of distance, three at
least should meet together, and the suffragesecdibisent [bishops] also being given and
communicated in writing, then the ordination shaialkle place. But in every province the
ratification of what is done should be left to tetropolitan.



Canon 5

Concerning those, whether of the clergy or of thy] who have been excommunicated in
the several provinces, let the provision of theotalbe observed by the bishops which provides
that persons cast out by some be not readmittedHzys. Nevertheless, inquiry should be made
whether they have been excommunicated throughozegtess, or contentiousness, or any such
like ungracious disposition in the bishop. And tttés matter may have due investigation, it is
decreed that in every province synods shall be twgtte a year, in order that when all the
bishops of the province are assembled togetheh, guestions may by them be thoroughly
examined, that so those who have confessedly adtkadainst their bishop, may be seen by all
to be for just cause excommunicated, until it skeéim fit to a general meeting of the bishops to
pronounce a milder sentence upon them. And leethgsods be held, the one before Lent, (that
the pure Gift may be offered to God after all bitesss has been put away), and let the second be
held about autumn.

Canon 6

Let the ancient customs in Egypt, Libya and Periisjpoevail, that the Bishop of Alexandria
have jurisdiction in all these, since the like istomary for the Bishop of Rome also. Likewise
in Antioch and the other provinces, let the Chuscietain their privileges. And this is to be
universally understood, that if any one be madkdpswithout the consent of the Metropolitan,
the great Synod has declared that such a man aoght be a bishop. If, however, two or three
bishops shall from natural love of contradictioppose the common suffrage of the rest, it being
reasonable and in accordance with the ecclesibktgathen let the choice of the majority
prevail.

Canon 7

Since custom and ancient tradition have prevaheatithe Bishop of Alia.p., Jerusalem]
should be honoured, let him, saving its due digtatthe Metropolis, have the next place of
honour.

Canon 8

Concerning those who call themselves Catharigy ttome over to the Catholic and
Apostolic Church, the great and holy Synod dectieasthey who are ordained shall continue as
they are in the clergy. But it is before all thimgscessary that they should profess in writing that
they will observe and follow the dogmas of the @ithand Apostolic Church; in particular that
they will communicate with persons who have beeodwnarried, and with those who having
lapsed in persecution have had a period [of pefdaiceupon them, and a time [of restoration]
fixed so that in all things they will follow the dmas of the Catholic Church. Wheresoever,
then, whether in villages or in cities, all of thielained are found to be of these only, let them
remain in the clergy, and in the same rank in wiigy are found. But if they come over where
there is a bishop or presbyter of the Catholic Chuit is manifest that the Bishop of the Church
must have the bishop's dignity; and he who was ddishop by those who are called Cathari
shall have the rank of presbyter, unless it stehsfit to the Bishop to admit him to partake in
the honour of the title. Or, if this should notdsgisfactory, then shall the bishop provide for him
a place as Chorepiscopus, or preshyter, in ordehi may be evidently seen to be of the clergy,
and that there may not be two bishops in the city.



Canon 9

If any presbyters have been advanced without exatioim or if upon examination they have
made confession of crime, and men acting in viokatf the canon have laid hands upon them,
notwithstanding their confession, such the canasdwt admit; for the Catholic Church
requires that [only] which is blameless.

Canon 10

If any who have lapsed have been ordained thrauglgnhorance, or even with the previous
knowledge of the ordainers, this shall not prejadiee canon of the Church; for when they are
discovered they shall be deposed.

Canon 11

Concerning those who have fallen without compulswithout the spoiling of their property,
without danger or the like, as happened duringyrenny of Licinius, the Synod declares that,
though they have deserved no clemency, they skalehlt with mercifully. As many as were
communicants, if they heartily repent, shall p&sed years among the hearers; for seven years
they shall be prostrators; and for two years th&ll communicate with the people in prayers,
but without oblation.

Canon 12

As many as were called by grace, and displayefirgteeal, having cast aside their military
girdles, but afterwards returned, like dogs, tartbe/n vomit, (so that some spent money and by
means of gifts regained their military stations};these, after they have passed the space of three
years as hearers, be for ten years prostratorsnBiitthese cases it is necessary to examine well
into their purpose and what their repentance agpedre like. For as many as give evidence of
their conversions by deeds, and not pretence,fedh and tears, and perseverance, and good
works, when they have fulfilled their appointeddims hearers, may properly communicate in
prayers; and after that the bishop may determihengee favourably concerning them. But those
who take [the matter] with indifference, and whimkhthe form of [not] entering the Church is
sufficient for their conversion, must fulfil the wle time.

Canon 13

Concerning the departing, the ancient canonicalisastill to be maintained, to wit, that, if
any man be at the point of death, he must not pewsl of the last and most indispensable
Viaticum. But, if any one should be restored toltheagain who has received the communion
when his life was despaired of, let him remain agithrose who communicate in prayers only.
But in general, and in the case of any dying pergloatsoever asking to receive the Eucharist,
let the Bishop, after examination made, give it.him

Canon 14

Concerning catechumens who have lapsed, the hdlgi@at Synod has decreed that, after
they have passed three years only as hearersshia#hypray with the catechumens.



Canon 15

On account of the great disturbance and discoatsotttur, it is decreed that the custom
prevailing in certain places contrary to the Camouast wholly be done away; so that neither
bishop, presbyter, nor deacon shall pass fronmtaityty. And if any one, after this decree of the
holy and great Synod, shall attempt any such tlongpntinue in any such course, his
proceedings shall be utterly void, and he shahdséored to the Church for which he was
ordained bishop or presbyter.

Canon 16

Neither presbyters, nor deacons, nor any otherdledramong the clergy, who, not having
the fear of God before their eyes, nor regardirgettclesiastical Canon, shall recklessly remove
from their own church, ought by any means to beivet by another church; but every
constraint should be applied to restore them tw tven parishes; and, if they will not go, they
must be excommunicated. And if anyone shall daneptitiously to carry off and in his own
Church ordain a man belonging to another, withbatdonsent of his own proper bishop, from
whom although he was enrolled in the clergy lishhe seceded, let the ordination be void.

Canon 17

Forasmuch as many enrolled among the Clergy, fatigwovetousness and lust of gain,
have forgotten the divine Scripture, which sayshide not given his money upon usury, and in
lending money ask the hundredth of the sum [as nlpiterest], the holy and great Synod
thinks it just that if after this decree any onedend to receive usury, whether he accomplish it
by secret transaction or otherwise, as by demartimgvhole and one half, or by using any
other contrivance whatever for filthy lucre's sake shall be deposed from the clergy and his
name stricken from the list.

Canon 18

It has come to the knowledge of the holy and gBsaibd that, in some districts and cities,
the deacons administer the Eucharist to the preshywhereas neither canon nor custom permits
that they who have no right to offer should give Body of Christ to them that do offer. And
this also has been made known, that certain deawmwagouch the Eucharist even before the
bishops. Let all such practices be utterly doneyaaad let the deacons remain within their own
bounds, knowing that they are the ministers oftisbop and the inferiors of the presbyters. Let
them receive the Eucharist according to their grdiéer the presbyters, and let either the bishop
or the presbyter administer to them. Furthermatendt the deacons sit among the presbyters,
for that is contrary to canon and order. And ifeathis decree, any one shall refuse to obey, let
him be deposed from the diaconate.

Canon 19

Concerning the Paulianists who have flown for reft@the Catholic Church, it has been
decreed that they must by all means be rebaptaretlif any of them who in past time have been
numbered among their clergy should be found blassedad without reproach, let them be
rebaptized and ordained by the Bishop of the Cati@hurch; but if the examination should
discover them to be unfit, they ought to be depoki@wise in the case of their deaconesses,
and generally in the case of those who have bemtleshamong their clergy, let the same form
be observed. And we mean by deaconesses suche@assumed the habit, but who, since they
have no imposition of hands, are to be numbereg amiong the laity.



Canon 20

Forasmuch as there are certain persons who knebkdrord's Day and in the days of
Pentecost, therefore, to the intent that all thimgy be uniformly observed everywhere (in every
parish), it seems good to the holy Synod that pregenade to God standing.



