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Louisiana purchased from France

1793 — James O’Kelly (58 yrs) left the Methodisid€ppal Church, forming the Republican Methodistich.
1794 — The Republican Methodists adopted theiréfardinal Principles of the Christian Church":
1803 — Elias Smith (33 yrs) established a “chuifc@lwrist” in Portsmith, NH.

“When our number was some short of twenty, we abteeonsider ourselves a church of Christ, owihiimg as
our only Master, Lord, and Lawgiver, and we agreedonsider ourselves christians, without the aoidiof any
unscriptural name. One evening we agreed to writee baptist churches in Brentwood, Madbury, Bekwand
some other towns, to send their elders and chasthren to meet with us the third Wednesday in Matc see if
they could give us fellowship as a church of Chastording to the new-testament.

“They came, and proposed to form a council, in ptdeonstitute us a church according to the oodi¢he
baptists. | told Dr. Shepard there was no needaif for we were already a church, whether theyashedged us
so or not. They all agreed to consider us a chat&hrist in fellowship with them. They thought were baptists,
though we were called by another name. The mirsistad brethren had a good meeting with us, antcegjan the
work of the Lord. Our number that day was twentg;tand an happier company, | believe, were nevar ea earth
since the days of the apostles.”

------ Barton W. Stone (30 yrs) left the PresbydarSynod of Kentucky, forming the Springfield Prgshby.
------ Smith was visited by Abner Jones, an ititnemrainister from Vermont, ordained by the free-Bi#iptists, but

who considered himself simply a “Christian.” Jomemted to encourage Smith in his independent sriut
would not join his association since they had enttules beyond the New Testament.
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1804 — The Springfield Presbytery issued its “\&dt & Testament.”

------ Elias Smith (34 yrs) withdrew his membersfripm the Woburn (MA) Baptist Church before it had
opportunity to dis-fellowship him for not adherit@gBaptist practices in his itinerant preaching.

"I wish you to understand, that | do not considgsetf a member with you, nor have | for about tveans. As |
was voluntary in joining with you, having fellowghwith you, so I let you know by this, that | amwetuntary in
withdrawing from you for the want of fellowship. Mgasons for withdrawing from you, are these:

1. The unchristian treatment | have received frenesal of your members.

2. The unchristian treatment | have received froenahurch.

3. Because | do not believe the doctrines contaimegdur articles, or confession of faith.

4. Because | do not believe the name you are chjled scriptural; not your holding to the assdomiof

churches, which is an anti-christian combination.

“These are the principal reasons for my withdrawfitogn you. | wish you not to give yourselves anitlfier
trouble concerning your dealing with me, for | ant a member with you. From henceforth let no maalite me;
for I am determined through the Lord's help, toaggpevery thing which | believe is wrong, and totead for what
| believe is right. If you wish to know what dengration | belong to, | tell you, as a professoradigion, | am a
christian; as a preacher, a minister of Christjriaho man father or mother; holding as abominabléne sight of
God, every thing highly esteemed among men; sudalagism, arminianism, freewillism, universalismeyerend,
parsons, chaplains, doctors of divinity, clergynd& surplices, notes, creeds, covenants, platfauitisthe spirit of
slander, which those who hold to these thingst@eften in possession of."

In a later pamphlet, Mr. Smith identified the fallimg aspects of his preaching which had arouse®#pdists
ire against him: “1. Their name baptists, whichnscriptural. One man was called a baptist, butmoches. 2.
Articles, which are an addition to the perfect lafdiberty; these they held and | disowned themAg&sociation of
churches, which is contrary to the new-testamertt,amti-christian. 4. Holding to the necessity abiege
education to be ministers of the gospel. This rgreoy to the new-testament. 5. The baptists hefdissionary
societies, which is nothing more or less than felesuit's plan, invented first by a monk. 6. Bagtists hold to
councils to ordain ministers, and settle disputése are unscriptural. 7. They hold to installorge-installing
ministers, a practice not once intimated in any phthe bible.”

1805 — Elias Smith (34 yrs) began publishing “Thei&ian’s Magazine,” a quarterly publication.
1807 - Thomas Campbell (44 yrs), a Presbyterianistar, emigrated from Ireland to western Pennsybva

1808 — Elias Smith (37 yrs) began publishing therafid of Gospel Liberty,” supposedly the world'syérst
Christian newspaper. The premiere edition refardribe recent Kentucky revivalism & reproduced “Tlast Will
& Testament of the Springfield Presbytery.”

“In November of 1808, I first heard of a peopldiennsylvania, Virginia, Kentucky, and other plaaethe
South and West, who considered themselves chisstiithout the addition of any sectarian name. Tnestly
revived my mind, as before that | did not know tiettre were any such people on earth, exceptittgilNew-
England states. The herald, by different means,caaged into different parts of the United Stat] in
consequence of this, in a few years, | became augdawvith christians in almost every state in timgon. At this
time, God raised up several young men to preachdbpel, and some from the free-will baptists, aingr
denominations, came and united with us, to spriead@me of Christ only.”

1809 — Alexander Campbell (21 yrs), having withdnavis fellowship from the Presbyterian Church due t
concerns over some of their non-Scriptural prastioervously joined his father in western PennsybzaBoth he
& his father were relieved to discover they sharexse concerns.

------ Thomas Campbell (46 yrs), having withdraws tellowship from the local Presbyterian synod tad
condemned his attempts to unify various Christeetss published his “Declaration & Address,” whegtablished
the “Christian Association of Washington” (CounBA).
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Excerpts from Thomas Campbell's “Declaration & Address”

“Our desire, therefore, for ourselves and our egttwould be, that rejecting human opinions andrikientions
of men, as of any authority, or as having any pladbe church of God, we might forever cease ffarther
contentions about such things ; returning to, asldihg fast by the original standard ; taking tlinree word alone
for our rule ; The Holy Spirit for our teacher aguide, to lead us into all truth ; and Christ alaseexhibited in the
word, for our salvation that, by so doing, we mayab peace among ourselves, follow peace with afi,rand
holiness, without which no man shall see the Led.

“Impressed with these sentiments, we have resasdadllows :

“l. That we form ourselves into a religious asstioraunder the denomination of the Christian Asaton of
Washington — for the sole purpose of promoting $&ngvangelical Christianity, free from all mixtusehuman
opinions and inventions of men.

“Il. That each member, according to ability, chalyfand liberally subscribe a certain specifiethsto be paid
half yearly, for the purpose of raising a fund tigsort a pure Gospel Ministry, that shall reducprectice that
whole form of doctrine, worship, discipline, andvganment, expressly revealed and enjoined in thvel wbGod.
And also for supplying the poor with the Holy Stures.

“Ill. That this society consider it a duty, and Bhese all proper means in its power, to encoutaggormation
of similar associations; and shall for this purpbetd itself in readiness, upon application, torespond with, and
render all possible assistance to, such as masedesassociate for the same desirable and imgqrtaposes.

“IV. That this society, by no means considers ftaathurch, nor does at all assume to itself thegue peculiar
to such a society; nor do the members, as suckjdanthemselves as standing connected in thdialanor as at
all associated for the pectiliar purposes of chas$ociation; — but merely as voluntary advocatestiurch
reformation; and, as possessing the powers commalhindividuals, who may please to associate ieaceable
and orderly manner, for any lawful purpose: namiglg,diposal of their time, counsel and propersythey may see
cause.

“V. That this society, formed for the sole purpa$@romoting simple evangelical Christianity, shdl the
utmost of its power, countenance and support suolstars, and such only, as exhibit a manifest aonity to the
original standard in conversation and doctringegal and diligence; — only such as reduce to mrac¢hiat simple
original form of Christianity, expressly exhibitegon the sacred page; without attempting to in¢elaaything of
human authority, of private opinion, or inventiafanen, as having any place in the constitutioith far worship,
of the christian church — or any thing, as matfestwistian faith, or duty, for which there can &t expressly
produced a thus saith the Lord either in exprassgeor by approved precedent.

“VI. That a standing committee of twenty-one mensbefrunexceptionable moral character, inclusivehef
secretary and treasurer, be chosen annually toiatgred the interests, and transact the businéskesociety. And
that said committee be invested with full poweradband do, in the name and behalf of their cturestis, whatever
the society had previously determined, for the paepof carrying into effect the entire object sfirtstitution —
and that in case of any emergency, unprovidediftine existing determinations of the society, sachmittee be
empowered to call a pro re nota meeting for thappse.

“VII. That this society meet at least twice a yeaz, On the first Thursday of May and of Novembard that
the collectors appointed to receive the half-yegugtas of the promised subscriptions, be in ressdinat or before
each meeting, to make their returns to the treastinat he may be able to report upon the stateeofunds. fne next
meeting to be held at Washington on the first Tthaysof November next.

“VIII. That each meeting of the society be openethwa sermon, the constitution and address reatiaan
collection lifted for the benefit of the society and that all communications of a public naturedie before the
society at its half-yearly meetings.

“IX. That this society, relying upon the all-sufanicy of the Church's Head ; and, through His grimzking
with an eye of confidence to the generous libgraiftthe sincere friends of genuine Christianibolds itself
engaged to afford a competent support to such tamsisas the Lord may graciously dispose to asdishe request,
and by invitation, of the society, in promoting@ @ evangelical reformation, by the simple reacluhthe
everlasting gospel, and the administration of ithr@ances in an exact conformity to the Divine 8tad as
aforesaid — and, that therefore, whatever the disesf the institution shall please to contributedod the support
of ministers in connexion with this society who ni@ysent forth to preach at considerable distarticesame shall
be gratefully received and acknowledged a dondtats funds.”

Page 3



Excerpts from Thomas Campbell's “Declaration & Address” (continued)

“Let none imagine that the subjoined propositioresat all intended as an overture towards a needcrer
standard, for the church, or, as in any wise design be made a term of communion ; — nothing @fakiher
from our intention. They are merely designed foermpg up the way, that we may come fairly and firial original
grounds upon clear and certain premises : andupkkings just as the Apostles left them. — Thasttisentangled
from the accruing embarrassments of intervening,age may stand with evidence upon the same groanehich
the church stood at the beginning — Having saithaoh to solicit attention and prevent mistake, wlensit as
follows:

“Prop. i. THAT the church of Christ upon earth ssentially, intentionally, and constitutionally oneonsisting
of all those in every place that profess theitfait Christ and obedience to him in all things adom to the
scriptures, and that manifest the same by theipéesand conduct, and of none else as none eldsedanly and
properly called christians.

“2. That although the church of Christ upon eartistmecessarily exist in particular and distinclietes,
locally separate one from another ; yet there otmbt no schisms, no uncharitable divisions antbem. They
ought to receive each other as Christ Jesus hathr@teived them to the glory of God. And for fhispose, they
ought all to walk by the same rule, to mind andagp@e same thing ; and to be perfectly joined ttogrein the same
mind, and the same judgment.

“3. That in order to this, nothing ought to be ilvated upon christians as articles of faith ; remuired of them
as terms of communion ; but what is expressly taagt enjoined upon them, in the word of God. Naghd any
thing be admitted, as of divine obligation, in theiurch constitution and managements, but whexpsessly
enjoined by the authority of our Lord Jesus Claisd his Apostles upon the New Testament churderein
expressed terms, or by approved precedent.

“4. That although the scriptures of the Old and Nlestament are inseparably connected, making tegbtlt
one perfect and entire revelation of the Divind,vidr the edification and salvation of the chutcand therefore in
that respect cannot be separated ; yet as to wieatlgd and properly belongs to their immediateealj the New
Testament is as perfect a constitution for the hiprsiscipline and government of the New Testaneéntch, and
as perfect a rule for the particular duties ofismbers ; as the Old Testament was for the worshgipline and
government of the Old Testament church, and thigcpéar duties of its members.

“5. That with respect to the commands and ordinsoé@ur Lord Jesus Christ, where the scripturessiéent,
as to the express time or manner of performanaayifsuch there be ; no human authority has paweitérfere, in
order to supply the supposed deficiency, by malamg for the church ; nor can any thing more belireg of
christians in such cases, but only that they semesthese commands and ordinances, as will eWoanswer the
declared and obvious end of their institution. Miesds has any human authority power to impose remntands or
ordinances upon the church, which our Lord Jesusstas not enjoined. Nothing ought to be receimtal the
faith or worship of the church ; or be made a tefrmommunion amongst christians, that is not asaslthe New
Testament.

“6. That although inferences and deductions froripaae premises, when fairly inferred, may beytrcélled
the doctrine of God's holy word : yet are theyfootally binding upon the consciences of christitarther than
they perceive the connection, and evidently sekthiey are so ; for their faith must not standha wisdom of men ;
but in the power and veracity of God — thereforesnoh deduction can be made terms of communiorddut
properly belong to the after and progressive edlifon of the church. Hence it is evident that nchsdeductions or
inferential truths ought to have any place in therchs's confession.

“7. That although doctrinal exhibitions of the gregstem of divine truths, and defensive testimsine
opposition to prevailing errors, be highly expedieand the more full and explicit they be, forsegurposes, the
better ; yet as these must be in a great measaieffict of human reasoning, and of course musagomany
inferential truths, they ought not to be made teofshristian communion : unless we suppose, whabntrary to
fact, that none have a right to the communion efdhurch, but such as possess a very clear argh\degidgment ;
or are come to a very high degree of doctrinalrmfation ; whereas the church from the beginning adi ever
will, consist of little children and young men,\asll as fathers.
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Excerpts from Thomas Campbell's “Declaration & Address” (continued)

“8. That as it is not necessary that persons shivaNe a particular knowledge or distinct appretensi all
divinely revealed truths in order to entitle thearatplace in the church ; neither should theyttite purpose, be
required to make a profession more extensive thain knowledge : but that on the contrary theiring\a due
measure of scriptural self-knowledge respecting tbet and perishing condition by nature and pcact and of the
way of salvation thro' Jesus Christ, accompanigt aiprofession of their faith in, and obediencaito, in all
things according to his word, is all that is abseljynecessary to qualify them for admission intdhurch.

“9. That all that are enabled, thro' grace, to mal&h a profession, and to manifest the realiiy ioftheir
tempers and conduct, should consider each othteegsecious saints of God, should love each @hdarethren,
children of the same family and father, templethefsame spirit, members of the same body, sulbjétie same
grace, objects of the same divine love, bought wighsame price, and joint heirs of the same itdmere. Whom
God hath thus joined together no man should dapeit@asunder.

“10. That division among christians is a horridlgiraught with many evils. It is anti-christiars & destroys the
visible unity of the body of Christ ; as if he weliwided against himself, excluding and excommuimgpga part of
himself. It is anti-scriptural, as being strictlyopibited by his sovereign authority ; a directlaton of his express
command. It is anti-natural, as it excites chrisgigo contemn, to hate and oppose one anotheravehioound by the
highest and most endearing obligations to love e#obr as brethren, even as Christ has loved theeword, it is
productive of confusion, and of every evil work.

“11. That, (in some instances,) a partial negléthe expressly revealed will of God ; and, (ine#)) an
assumed authority for making the approbation of &numpinions, and human inventions, a term of comanuby
introducing them into the constitution, faith, oonship, of the church : are, and have been, theeidiabe, obvious,
and universally acknowledged causes, of all theuptions and divisions that ever have taken pladbe church of
God.

“12. That all that is necessary to the highesestéiperfection and purity of the church upon eé&tlirst, that
none be received as members, but such as havindubaneasure of scriptural self-knowledge desdrddmove, do
profess their faith in Christ and obedience to mirall things according to the scriptures ; noignthat any be
retained in her communion longer than they contiaumanifest the reality of their profession byithempers and
conduct. 3dly, that her ministers, duly and scrigily qualified, inculcate none other things thhoge very articles
of faith and holiness expressly revealed and eagbin the word of God. Lastly, that in all theimaidistration they
keep close by the observance of all divine ordieanafter the example of the primitive church, bitad in the
New Testament ; without any additions whatsoevdrumhan opinions or inventions of men.

“13. Lastly. That if any circumstantial indispenabecessary to the observance of divine ordinabeasot
found upon the page of express revelation, suchsaoh only, as are absolutely necessary for thisgse, should
be adopted, under the tide of human expedientepwuiitany pretence to a more sacred origin — soaihat
subsequent alteration or difference in the obsemah these things might produce no contentiondnasion in the
church.

1811 — The Washington Association re-establistesdfias the Brush Run Church. Thomas Campbely(€8was
considered an elder & Alexander Campbell (23 yesyed as preacher. Three persons (none of themghbgen
previously sprinkled as infants) were immersedatfirst meeting of this congregation.

1812 — The birth of Alexander’s first child in Marprompted him to reconsider the concept of infgminkling; his
personal Bible study caused him to reject it as8omptural and the child was not sprinkled. Skydttereafter,
Alexander asked a Baptist minister friend to imradrsn, without forcing him to accept the Philadé#ph
Confession of Faith (a requirement in Baptist esg] his friend agreed. At the immersion ceremanjune,
Thomas Campbell gave a 7-hour sermon on immer&tmrd he, Alexander, their wives, and several cthare
immersed by the Baptist minister.

1812-1815 — War between United States & Britain i(\0fal812)
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1815 — The Brush Run Church was accepted into gustene Baptist Association, despite Thomas’ & Afeder’'s
insistence that “that we should be allowed to tesmwth preach whatever we learned from the Holy

Scriptures, regardless of any creed or formulahingtendom,” which violated the Baptist practica@duiring
adherence to the Philadelphia Confession of Faith.

1816 — Alexander Campbell (28 yrs) aroused Baptdby preaching his “Sermon on the Law.”

“1st. From what has been said, it follows that ¢heran essential difference between law and getipeiOld
Testament and the New...”

2d. In the second place, we learn from what has bal, that "there is no condemnation to them lvaie in
Christ Jesus."--The premises from which the Apaditéav this conclusion are the same with thosedtatgou in
this discourse. "Sin," says the Apostle, "shallmte dominion over you; for ye are not under #ve but under
grace...”

“3d. In the third place, we conclude from the abpwemises, that there is no necessity for preadhiadaw in
order to prepare men for receiving the gospel...

“4th. A fourth conclusion which is deducible frotretabove premises is, that all arguments and nsptirawn
from the law or Old Testament, to urge the disa@eChrist to baptize their infants; to pay tithesheir teachers;
to observe holy days or religious fasts, as préperao the observance of the Lord's supper; tetidgrthe seventh
day; to enter into national covenants; to estalaishform of religion by civil law:--and all reas®and motives
borrowed from the Jewish law, to excite the disespbf Christ to a compliance with or an imitatidrdewish
customs, are inconclusive, repugnant to Christyaaitd fall ineffectual to the ground; not beingoémed or
countenanced by the authority of Jesus Christ.”

“5th. In the last place we are taught from all thas been said, to venerate in the highest delgeeleord Jesus
Christ; to receive Him as the Great Prophet, of mwiMoses in the law, and all the prophets did wiitereceive
him as the Lord our righteousness, and to pay & punctilious regard to all his precepts andr@adces. "If we
continue in his word, then are we his disciplesed] and we shall know the truth, and the truthl steke us free--
if the Son shall make us free, we shall be freeaud'

1823 — Alexander Campbell (29 yrs) began publishirige Christian Baptist.”

1824 — The Brush Run Church became part of the Kagdaptist Association.
—————— The Redstone Baptist Association endedssoaiation with the Brush Run Church.

1826 — Walter Scott (31 yrs), a Haldansian ministamn Pittsburgh, began working with the Campbells.
—————— Barton W. Stone (53 yrs) began publishindn&TChristian Messenger.”

1827-1830 — Scott's evangelist efforts was resgbd@dor over 3,000 immersions. His “five-fingereggise” is
quite famous: “Faith, Repentance, Baptism, Remissidsins, Gift of the Holy Spirit.”

1830 — Continued conflict with Baptists regardingmmade rules & regulations resulted in the disbandf the
Mahoning Baptist Association & the cessation of &l®hristian Baptist” publication.

1831 — Alexander Campbell (37 yrs) began publishirige Millennial Harbinger.”

1832 — “We are happy to announce to our brethren@the world, the union of Christians in facoiar country. A
few months ago the Reforming Baptists, (known ifougdly by the name of Campbellites,) and the Ciamstin
Georgetown [OH] and the neighborhood, agreed ta ares worship together. We soon found that we weteed
in the same spirit, on the same foundation, the Nestament, and wore the same name, Christian.awes
reason why we should not be the same family.” (“Cineistian Messenger” JAN 1832)

Page 6



