174 Eleutherius became the twelfth “Bishop of Romeitsi Peter & Paul
17 March 180 Commodus, son of Marcus Aurelius, became the Eon@rage 19.

“1. About the same time, in the reign of Commoaus, condition became more favorable, and through th
grace of God the churches throughout the entirédvemjoyed peace, and the word of salvation wadithea
every soul, from every race of man to the devoutstwp of the God of the universe. So that now ahRo
many who were highly distinguished for wealth aachily turned with all their household and relativego
their salvation.” (Church Historydook 5, Chapter 21)

188

» Callistus, a professing Christian and the servéatRoman banker who also confessed Christ, was
entrusted with certain funds to be invested aladg those of other Christians. Through misuseseghe
funds were lost & when he tried to skip town, heswaught & jailed in a debtor’s prison. Some Glars
(presumably those who'd invested) later asked Hrkér to release Callistus so that he could traeknd
accounts which he claimed to still control. Berefgased, he went to a synagogue, disrupted thea8ab
service, was beaten by the Jews & then arrestegatnah trial where his master claimed that he ardg
trying to get himself killed because of the finalarregularities. Callistus was then banishe&aodinia to
work the mines there with other Christians.

189 Victor became the thirteenth “Bishop of Rome” sifiReter & Paul
* Victor quickly abandoned the use of Greek in whizhvrite & worship, preferring Latin.
190

* Due to the intervention of Marcia, the widow of arStian executed back in 182, but now the Empsror’
concubine, many Christians were released from Siard\When Callistus fell, weeping at the feethodf t
presbyter who carried the release order and betggeel included, his penitent behavior moved thereid
agree. While not happy that he’d been includetthénrelease, Victor pitied his poor health enouwgbkend
him off to Antium (Anzio) with a monthly stipend.



Probably during the very early 190’s

» During Victor's time, perhaps even at his instigatithe bishops held regional synods to vote on the
guestion regarding the universal observance ofsJeésath & resurrection. Polycrates of Ephesus,
representing the bishops of Asia province, basidald Victor in a letter they had no intention of
abandoning their traditional observance in favonisf

“9. Thereupon Victor, who presided over the chuatRome, immediately attempted to cut off from the
common unity the parishes of all Asia, with the ines that agreed with them, as heterodox; andrbew
letters and declared all the brethren there whstifommunicate.

10. But this did not please all the bishops. Arelythesought him to consider the things of peacd 0én
neighborly unity and love. Words of theirs are extaharply rebuking Victor.

11. Among them was Irenaeus, who, sending lettettseimame of the brethren in Gaul over whom heigeds
maintained that the mystery of the resurrectiothefLord should be observed only on the Lord's Hkey.
fittingly admonishes Victor that he should not offtwhole churches of God which observed the tradiof an
ancient custom and after many other words he pdscae follows:

12. For the controversy is not only concerningdhg, but also concerning the very manner of the Fag
some think that they should fast one day, othets yet others more; some, moreover, count theiragay
consisting of forty hours day and night.

13. And this variety in its observance has notingted in our time; but long before in that of amcestors. It
is likely that they did not hold to strict accuraeyd thus formed a custom for their posterity ediog to their
own simplicity and peculiar mode. Yet all of thdised none the less in peace, and we also liveeacp with
one another; and the disagreement in regard ttagteonfirms the agreement in the faith.”

[Eusebius’ Church HistoryBook 5 (vritten around A.D. 32))

31 December 192 Commodus assassinated at age 31.
193 The “Year of Five Emperors”
1 June 193 Septimius Severus became Emperor

» Official persecution of Christians gradually pidsack up (by 202 for sure).
* Tertullian & Clement of Alexandria were writing diog this time.



201 Zephyrinus became the fourteenth “Bishop of Rome”

» Zephyrinus had apparently developed a workingimahip with Callistus. He quickly brought him lkac
to Rome where he puts him in charge of a Christeametery & made him an advisor.

» Zephyrinus was a pragmatic administrator & not llé&scholar, therefore Tertullian & Hippolytus hasty
low opinions of him.

* “In opposition to this (modesty), could | not haaeted the dissembler? | hear that there has evamdre
edict set forth, and a peremptory one too. Pbatifex Maximus-that is, the bishop of bishops—issues an
edict: “I remit, to such as have discharged (tlipirements of) repentance, the sins both of aduéed of
fornication.” O edict, on which cannot be inscribe@ood deed!” And where shall this liberality begped
up? On the very spot, | suppose, on the very gdtee sensual appetites, beneath the very tifléseo
sensual appetites. There is the place for promulgauch repentance, where the delinquency itbelf s
haunt. There is the place to read the pardon, wér@rance shall be made under the hope thereoit But
in the church that this (edict) is read, and in¢herch that it is pronounced; and (the churcla) v&gin!

Far, far from Christ’s betrothed be such a prockon& She, the true, the modest, the saintly, dhaliree
from stain even of her ears. She has none to wbamake such a promise; and if she have had, sle doe
not make it; since even the earthly temple of Gard sooner have been called by the Lord a “den of
robbers,” than of adulterers and fornicators.” r{iidian’s On Modesty

» “Zephyrinus imagines that he administers the afafrthe Church —an uninformed and shamefully qairru
man.” (Hippolytus’_Refutation of All HeresieBook 9, Chapter 2)

» “Callistus attempted to confirm this heresy,—a manning in wickedness, and subtle where deceit was
concerned, (and) who was impelled by restless amnliidb mount the episcopal throridéow this man
moulded to his purposéephyrinus, an ignorant and illiterate individuahd one unskilled in ecclesiastical
definitions. And inasmuch &ephyrinusvas accessible to bribes, and covet@adlistus by luring him
through presents, and by illicit demands, was exthtdl seduce him into whatever course of action he
pleased. And so it was that Callistus succeedawtincing Zephyrinus to create continually disturtes
among the brethren, while he himself took care sgbently, by knavish words, to attach both factions
good-will to himself. And, at one time, to thoseantertained true opinions, he would in privategs
that they held similar doctrines (with himself) daihus make them his dupes; while at another biee
would act similarly towardshose (who embraced) the tenets of Sabellius.GBilistuspervertedSabellius
himself, and this, too, though he had the abilityeatifying this heretic’s error For (at any time) during
our admonitiorSabelliusdid not evince obduracy; but as long as he coatiralone with Callistus, he was
wrought upon to relapse into the system of Cleoméyehis veryCallistus who alleges that he entertains
similar opinions taCleomenesSabellius however, did not then perceive the knavarZallistus but he
afterwards came to be aware of it, as | shall teupeesently. NovCallistusbrought forward Zephyrinus
himself, and induced him publicly to avdhe following sentimentél know that there is one God, Jesus
Christ; nor except Hindo | know anyther that is begotten and amenable to sufferidgd on another
occasion, when he would make the following statem@ime Father did not die, but the SoZé&phyrinus
would in this way continue to keep up ceaseledsiidiance among the people.” (Ibid., Chapter 6)

217 Callistus became the fifteenth “Bishop of Rome”

» Hippolytus withdraws fellowship from Callistus, ticizing him greatly in writing.



8 October 222

CALLISTUS to our most dearly beloved brethren, all the hpsheettled throughout Gaul.

By the report of very many, we learn that your ldwe the zeal of the Holy Spirit, holds and guities
helm of the Church so firmly in the face of all asks, that by God’s will it is conscious neithéisbipwreck
nor of the losses of shipwreck. Rejoicing, therefam such testimonies, we beg you not to permythang to
be done in those parts contrary to the apostditits; but, supported by our authority, do ye kivetat is
injurious, and prohibit what is unlawful.

Now we have heard that the crime of conspiraciesals in your parts, and it has been shown usthieat
people are conspiring against their bishops; ottvisrime the craft is hateful, not only among Ciaiss, but
even among the heathen, and it is forbidden bydoraws. And therefore the laws not only of theu@in, but
of the world, condemn those who are guilty of trisne; and not only those indeed who actually coesput
those also who take part with such. Our predecesswreover, together with a very numerous body of
bishops, ordained that agyilty of this offencamong those who are set in the honour of thethioesl, and
who belong to the clergy, should be deprived ofttbeour which they enjoy; and they ordered thaéxsgth
should be cut off from communion, and expelled fitve Church; and they decreed, at the same tiraeath
men of both orders should be infamoimggmes; and that, too, not only for those who did thedlebut for
those also who took part with such. For it is yitable that those who despise the divine mandatesprove
themselves disobedient to the ordinances of tliefat should be chastised with severer penaltiesder that
others may fear to do such things, and that all repoyce in brotherly concord, and all take to tisetaes the
example of severity and goodness. For if (which Bay forbid) we neglect the care of the Church, amed
regardless of its strength, our slothfulness weltdoy discipline, and injury will be done assuyetdl the souls
of the faithful. Such persons, moreover, are ndigd@dmitted to accuse any one: neither can to&eynor
that of those who are under the ban, injure oricdte any man.

Let no one, again, trespass upon the boundariasather, nor presume to judge or excommunicate one
belonging to another’s parish; because such judgoresrdination, or excommunication or condemnation
shall neither be ratified nor have any virtue; sino one shall be bound by the decision of angtitigre than
his own, neither shall he be condemned by such.

No primate, no metropolitan, nor any of the othiehbps, is at liberty to enter the seat of anotbeto
occupy a possession which does not pertain to duchwhich forms part of the parish of another bstad the
direction of any one, unless he is invited by hinwhose jurisdiction it is acknowledged to belongr can he
set about any arrangement or ordinance, or judgtheng, if he wishes to keep the honour of hisstaBut if
he presume to do otherwise, he shall be condenameldnot only he, but those who co-operate and agtbae
him: for just as the power of making appointmeptslipatio) is interdicted in such circumstances, so algbas
power of judging or of disposing of other matters.

For those are in error who think that the priesthe Lord, after a lapse, although they may hadrelated
true repentance, are not capable of ministeringed_ord, and engaging their honourable officesugh they
may lead a good life thereafter, and keep theggpiood correctly. And those who hold this opiraoa not
only in error, but also seem to dispute and acpiposition tahe power othe keys committed to the Church,
whereof it is said: “Whatsoever ye shall loose arite shall be loosed in heaven.”



21 November 222

CaLLIsTUS, archbishop of the Church Catholic in the cityRafime, to Benedictus, our brother and bishop,
greeting in the Lord.

By the love of the brotherhood we are bound, anduyapostolic rule we are constrained, to giverengo
the inquiries of the brethren, according to whatltbrd has given us, and to furnish them with tidnarity of
the seal of the apostles.

Fasting, which ye have learned to hold three timdéke year among us, we decree now to take péasce,
more suitable, in four seasons; so that even agetlierevolves through four seasons, we too may kee
solemn fast quarterly in the four seasons of tla.ye

In this, then, we ought to be all of one mind, Isattaccording to apostolic teaching, we may alltba
same thing, and that there be no divisions amonbaiais then be perfect in the same mind, anbdersame
judgment; in ready zeal for which work we congratelourselves on having your affection as our partfor
it is not meet for the members to be at variandh thie head; but, according to the testimony ofeshc
Scripture, all the members should follow the hétid. matter of doubt, moreover, to no one, that¢hurch of
the apostles is the mother of all the churchesyfndhose ordinances it is not right that you shalddiate to
any extent. And as the Son of God came to do ttieeFPa will, so shall ye fulfil the will of your mber, which
is the Church, the head of which, as has beerdssédteady, is the church of Rome. Wherefore, wleatsomay
be done against the discipline of this church, auththe decision of justice, cannot on any accberpermitted
to be held valid.

Moreover, let no one take up an accusation agaidsctor {eachej, because it is not right for sons to find
fault with fathers, nor for slaves to wound themsters.

Moreover, let no one take up an accusation agaidsctor {eachej, because it is not right for sons to find
fault with fathers, nor for slaves to wound themsters. Now, all those whom they instruct are sémoctors;
and as sons ought to love their fathers afterldsihf so ought they to love their spiritual fath&sr he does
not live rightly who does not believe rightly, ohw reprehends fathers, or calumniates them. Dotltersfore,
who are also called fathers, are rather to be bwitiethan reprehended, unless they err from the faith. Let
no one, consequently, accuse a doctor by writeg $criptg; neither let him answer to any accuser, unless he
be one who is trustworthy and recognised by lawl,\&ho leads also a life and conversation free from
reproach. For it is a thing unworthy that a dostoould reply to a foolish and ignorant person, ane who
leads a reprehensible life, according to the mtoilg; as Scripture says, Answer not a fool accogdio his
folly.

For | am mindful that | preside over the Church emitie name of him whose confession was honoured by
our Lord Jesus Christ, and whose faith ever destatlyerrors. And | understand that | am not atip to act
otherwise than to expend all my efforts on thatseain which the well-being of the universal Chuicht stake
(infestatu).



222 Urban became the sixteeth “Bishop of Rome”
5 September 222

The property, moreover, in the possession of theraéparishes was left in the hands of the bishaps
hold the place of the apostles; and it is so t® dlaly, and ought to be so in all future time. Antlaf those
possessions the bishops and the faithful as tterasds ought to furnish to all who wish to entex life in
common all necessaries as they best can, so thatmay be found in want among them. For the possesef
the faithful are also called oblations, becausyg #re offered to the Lord. They ought not theretorbe turned
to any other uses than those of the Church, abdhioof of Christian brethren before mentioned, airitie
poor; for they are the offerings of the faithfuhdathey are redemption moneys for sipge{ia peccatorum
and the patrimony of the poor, and are given ovéne Lord for the purpose already named. But yf @me act
otherwise (which may God forbid), let him take clst he meet the condemnation of Ananias and S$&yph

By the increase, therefore, and the mode of lifeclvhave been mentioned, the churches over whieh th
bishops preside have grown so greatly with the b&the Lord, and the greater part of them are mow
possession of so much property, that among thera the&ot a man who, selecting the life in commsikept
in poverty; but such an one receives all necess&oen the bishop and his ministers. Thereforanif one in
modern or in future time shall rise up and attetomtivert that property, let him be smitten witke fadgment
which has been already mentioned.

Furthermore, as to the fact that in the churcheblebishops there are found elevated seats satdip
prepared like a throne, they show by these thapdieer of inspection and of judging, and the aditiido
loose and bind, are given to them by the Lord.

These things, then, we have set before you, mastydeeloved, in order that ye may understand thegp
of your bishops, and give reverence to God in theamd,love them as your own souls; and in orderybahay
have no communication with those with whom theyehaone, and that ye may not receive those whom they
have cast out. For the judgment of a bishop istlyréabe feared, although he may bind one unjusitlyich,
however, he ought to guard against with the utroass.

I.:'é)r all the faithful ought to receive the Holy Spafter baptism by imposition of the hand of thehops, so
that they may be found to be Christians fully;



So far, this is the oldest, excavated building used gathering place for the Church (about A.M)23
More information is available at https://secureiwi&dia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/Dura-Europos_church.
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