HOW ROMAN CULTURE MERGED WITH JUDEAN CULTURE

37 BC The Political/Religious Situation of Judea:

* Gaius Julius Caesar Octavian (26 yrs) (later to Huidtitle “Augustus”) was in
control of the western half of the Roman Republic.

» Marcus Antonius (46 yrs) controlled the easterii bfalhe Roman Repubilic.

» Cleopatra VII (31 yrs) (of Greek descent) was milaver Egypt with an iron fist; she
had great influence over Mark Anthony & she did carte for Herod.

* Herod (36 yrs) had been declared “King of the Jetg'the Roman Senate at the
insistence of both Mark Anthony & Octavian.

* Herod had recently appointed his 17-year old bretndaw, Aristobulus, as High
Priest, at the insistence of his mother-in-lawn&ess Alexandra.

» Alexandra’s father, the former High Priest & EthetgrHyrcanus (74 yrs) (the great-
grandnephew of the famous Judas Maccabee), wag vprivate life in Jerusalem.

Herod had assigned an honor-guard/security detdiig mother-in-law, in part because
he did not really trust her not to conspire agastkingship. Alexandra complained (in correspamzk) to
Cleopatra, who made arrangements for she & hetsbe smuggled out of Judea to Egypt in a pairoffires.
The plan was revealed to Herod, who simply stoppidm being carried out.

FEAST OF TABERNACLES The Jewish festival crowd responded so positite@lthe
young High Priest that Herod became worried they tiould prefer him as their king.

SHORTLY AFTER THE FEAST Aristobulus (18 yrs) was “accidently” drowned
during some swimming pool horse play with Herodsvants at Jericho. Alexandra immediately & puddlic
blamed Herod for his death. She petitioned Cleagatconvince Mark Anthony to bring Herod up oraigdes
relating the death of Aristobulus, which he evelyid.

36 BC? Before heading off to Syria to defend himselfdsefMark Anthony, Herod left orders
with his sister's husband, Joseph (who was to gowerhis absence), that if Mark Anthony were to axe
Herod, Mariamne was to be killed as well, sincedderouldn’t stand the idea of her becoming anothan’s
lover, in particular Mark Anthony’s. Joseph lagdrared this information with Mariamne as proof a@rét’s
“love” for her.

After Herod had been cleared of the murder chargesreturned home where he &
Mariamne got into a huge fight regarding a rumait $he had been sleeping with Joseph (a lie sieghesthim
by Herod's sister, Salome, Joseph’s wife, & wheetdWlariamne’s “princess” attitude). In patchihgqhgs up,
Mariamne made reference to Herod’s love for hendp@roved by his order to Joseph. Herod flew hattka
jealous rage, assuming that such private informatvould not have been shared by Joseph unlesshimty
slept together. He had his brother-in-law immesliaexecuted, but could not bring himself to do shene to
Mariamne. However, he did have his mother-in-tavested & detained for her continued oppositiohiof.



35 BC? Cleopatra had continually urged Mark Anthony itegudea & Arabia into her control,
removing Herod & his Arabian counterpart from powete eventually agreed to give portions of therhdg,
forcing Herod to “rent” certain parts of his owmgdom from Cleopatra.

On a visit to Judea, Cleopatra kept trying to sheép Herod (obviously trying to control
him as she did Mark Anthony). Herod deflecteddmbrances & plotted her assassination for the gregated
of everyone of the Middle East, including his fidelark Anthony. Only concerns about the politizdlout
from such an act kept him from carrying it out.

DEC 33 BC The Second Triumvirate (the power sharing arrangervlich included Octavian &
Mark Anthony since 43 BC) officially expired. Ogtan began portraying Mark Anthony as a betraydrisf
wife (Octavian’s full sister), as a defier of thenate & of basically being a Roman who had “gortered

32BC The Roman Senate declared war on Queen Cleopattai@irectly, Mark Anthony).

31BC Mark Anthony prepared to take on Octavian fogsiar control of the Roman Republic.
At the prompting of Cleopatra, Mark Anthony assigiiterod with the task of subduing the Arabianseath
than directly assisting him against Octavian. @pkdra thought that it was to her benefit to kaeged &
Arabia at odds with one another.) Herod was tlemtal victor in this war.

2 SEP Mark Anthony lost the “Battle of Actium.” (Thisas such a turning point in
Octavian’s life, that some ancient historians wsesia chronological anchor date.) He & his dwirglforces
retreated into Egypt to continue his fight agaiDstavian.

Back in Judea, Alexandra assumed that the defdd¢rod’s major supporter would soon
result in his removal from the Jewish throne. Béstered her father Hyrcanus (80 yrs) into pefitigithe
Arabians for temporary sanctuary, believing thateo®ctavian arrived in the region, Herod would beeg&
their family would remain as the only legitimatéems over the Jews. The Arabs agreed. But, theeo
turned the letters over to Herod, who subsequdmdyght Hyrcanus before the Sanhedrin on charges of
treason. Given the evidence of the letters, heasasicted and executed. Josephus clearly piieddmise.

“His character appeared to be that of a man ofld amd moderate disposition, who suffered the
administration of affairs to be generally done byeos under him. He was averse to much meddling
with the public, nor had shrewdness enough to goeekingdom: and both Antipater and Herod
came to their greatness by reason of his mildregs$;at last he met with such an end from them as
was not agreeable either to justice or piety.”

! Antiquities 15.6.4.



Early 30 BC Fearing great political fallout from the Actiunsdster, Herod secured his mother, his
sister & his very young children by Mariamne in Masada fortress (32 miles SSE of Jerusalem), uhder
care of his younger brother. He then secured Mar@& her mother in the fortress of Alexandrium (ies
NNE of Jerusalem), with secret orders that theyikhbe killed if anything should happen to him as h
upcoming visit with Octavian, leaving his childras the only legitimate heirs to the Jewish throne.

“When he had given them this charge, he made had®hodes, to meet Caesar; and when he
had sailed to that city, he took off his diademt tmmitted nothing else of his usual dignity: and
when, upon his meeting him, he desired that he dviilhim speak to him, he therein exhibited a
much more noble specimen of a great soul, for dendi betake himself to supplications, as men
usually do upon such occasions, nor offered himgtiion, as if he were an offender; but, after an
undaunted manner, gave an account of what he haa tr he spake thus to Caesar,—

“That he had the greatest friendship for Antonyd did everything he could that he might attain
the government: that he was not indeed in the asitty him, because the Arabians had diverted
him, but that he had sent him both money and ashich was but too little in comparison of what
he ought to have done for hirfgr, if a man owns himself to be another’s friemdl &nows him to
be a benefactor, he is obliged to hazard everythingse every faculty of his soul, every member of
his body, and all the wealth he hath, for him inalih confess | have been too deficient. However,
I am conscious to myself, that so far | have dagktrthat | have not deserted him upon his defeat
at Actium; nor upon the evident change of his foetthave | transferred my hopes from him to
another, but have preserved myself, though not asl@able fellow-soldier, yet certainly as a
faithful counsellor, to Antony, when | demonstratechim that the only way he had to save himself,
and not lose all his authority, was to slay Cleopafor when she was once dead, there would be
room for him to retain his authority, and rathebtong thee to make a composition with him, than to
continue at enmity any longer. None of which adsievould he attend to, but preferred his own
rash resolutions before them, which have happenptbiitably for him, but profitably for thee.

“Now, therefore, in case thou determinest about av& my alacrity in serving Antony,
according to thy anger at him, | own there is nomndor me to deny what | have done, nor will | be
ashamed to own, and that publicly too, that | haptest kindness for him: but if thou wilt put him
out of the case, and only examine how | behave tnhiseny benefactors in general, and what sort
of friend | am, thou wilt find by experience thaewhall do and be the same to thyself, for it is bu
changing the names, and the firmness of friendshgs we shall bear to thee, will not be
disapproved by theé”

His words on the value of his friendship were exioegally persuasive. Octavian
affirmed Herod as “King of the Jews,” immediateltiioning the Senate to officially confirm him as
such. The two remained very close allies for gt of Herod’s life.

Mariamne, who suspected that her life had once rbeen tied to that of her
husband, made very clear to Herod her displeaduhgésasafe return. Their relationship deteriorated
even more; yet, Herod was still madly in love witéer & refused to do anything to her, despite his
sister's & his mother’s constant condemnation aftbénim.

2 Antiquities 15.6.6.



30BC SUMMER After the suicides of Mark Anthony & Cleopatragidd went to
Egypt to meet with Octavian. All Judean territsribat had been given by Mark Anthony to Cleopatra
were now returned to his kingdom, plus even mokerod then personally escorted Octavian from
Egypt to Antioch, Syria, before returning homeJé&ousalem.

Herod’s mother & sister remained in constant caehfkith his wife & her mother
throughout the next year.

29 BC Herod’s family problems came to a head when 8fane refused to lie down
with him for an afternoon rest. In the argumeiait tlollowed, she accused him of murdering her t@oth
& grandfather. Herod's sister & mother used thisnment to produce a prepared witness willing to
accuse Mariamne of trying to poison Herod with@v8 potion.”

Mariamne was put on trial & the “evidence” resultacher being condemned to
death. Her own mother publically condemned héengpting to save herself from a similar fate.

It was after Mariamne’s execution, that Herod beigeact truly insane.

“But when she was once dead, the king's affectionder were kindled in a more outrageous
manner than before, whose old passion for her we hlieady described; for his love to her was not
of a calm nature, nor such as we usually meet antlbng other husbands; for at its commencement
it was of an enthusiastic kind; nor was it, by tHeng cohabitation and free conversation together
brought under his power to manage; but at this timselove to Mariamne seemed to seize him in
such a peculiar manner, as looked like divine vange upon him for the taking away of her life; for
he would frequently call for her, and frequentlgnknt for her, in a most indecent manner.

“Moreover, he bethought him of everything he coutdke use of to divert his mind from
thinking of her, and contrived feasts and assemlite that purpose, but nothing would suffice: he
therefore laid aside the administration of pubffaies, and was so far conquered by his passiat, th
he would order his servants to call for Mariamreeif@he were still alive, and could still hearrthe
and when he was in this way, there arose a pestilelisease, and carried off the greatest pattef
multitude, and of his best and most esteemed fsieald made all men suspect that this was brought
upon them by the anger of God, for the injustic trad been done to Mariamne.

“The circumstance affected the king still mord, d@il length he forced himself to go into desert
places, and there, under pretense of going a lyriitterly afflicted himself; yet had he not borne
his grief there many days before he fell into a tmdsngerous distemper himself, he had an
inflammation upon him, and a pain in the hindert péris head, joined with madness; and for the
remedies that were used, they did him no goodlabat proved contrary to his case, and so at
length brought him to despair. All the physiciaalso that were about him, partly because the
medicines they brought for his recovery could naalaconquer the disease, and partly because his
diet could be no other than what his disease iedlinim to, desired him to eat whatever he had a
mind to, and so left the small hopes they had et&covery in the power of that diet, and committed
him to fortune. And thus did his distemper gowhile he was at Samaria, now called Sebaste.

®Antiquities 15.7.7.



28 BC? Alexandra used this period of Herod’s grief &siess in order to make a play for
control of Jerusalem. When Herod was informedis, the had her executed. Her death brought an end
to the royal Hasmonean line, except for that omadin consisting of Herod’s children by Mariamne.

Around this same time, Herod’s sister had initiatlaebrce proceedings against
her second husband, a close friend of Herod & bigemor of Idumea. (Wife-initiated divorce was
allowed under Roman law but not under Judean law.preaking news of this divorce to Herod, she
also informed him that her ex & several others initihe kingdom were working against him. Herod
purged his kingdom of anyone suspected of plottigainst his kingship.

JAN 27 BC The Roman Senate granted Octavian (36 yrs) therhble title “Augustus”
(“Revered”) & also named him Imperator (“Commandavith grants of authority in 5-year blocks.

Herod renamed the city of Samaria, “Sebaste’e(Gineek term for “Augustus”)
in honor of his patron & friend.

27-24 BC Herod (who seemed to have finally recovered frois insanity & sickness)
decided to hold international games at Jerusalesnydive year (the first was scheduled for 22 BR) i
honor of Augustus. As venues for the games, hie ®Greek-style theater (music/drama) & a Roman-
style amphitheater (sports), which caused somdgmabwith the more religious Jews of Jerusalem.

“He also made proclamation to the neighboring coesit and called men together out of every
nation. The wrestlers, and the rest of thosedtrave for the prizes in such games, were invitetd o
of every land, both by the hopes of the rewardsetb@ be bestowed, and by the glory of victory to
be there gained. So the principal persons thag Wer most eminent in these sorts of exerciseg wer
gotten together, for there were very great rewdaisvictory proposed, not only to those that
performed their exercises naked, but to those pheyed the musicians also, and were called
Thymelici; and he spared no pains to induce akqes, the most famous for such exercises, to come
to this contest for victory.

“He also proposed no small rewards to those whdaathe prizes in chariot races, when they
were drawn by two, or three, or four pair of horsés¢e also imitated everything, though ever so
costly or magnificent, in other nations, out of ambition that he might give most public
demonstration of his grandeur.

“Inscriptions also of the great actions of Caesenq trophies of those nations which he had
conquered in his wars, and all made of the pureist and silver, encompassed the theatre itself; nor
was there anything that could be subservient tadaggn, whether it were precious garments, or
precious stones set in order, which was not alpo®ed to sight in these games.

“He had also made a great preparation of wild lseaghd of lions themselves in great
abundance, and of such other beasts as were eftbecommon strength, or of such a sort as were
rarely seen. These were prepared either to figfht @ne another, or that men who were condemned
to death were to fight with them. And truly foreegs were greatly surprised and delighted at the
vastness of the expenses here exhibited, and aré¢la¢ dangers that were here seen; but to natural
Jews, this was no better than a dissolution ofgtloeistoms for which they had so great a veneration.
It appeared also no better than an instance ofduze impiety, to throw men to wild beasts, for the
affording delight to the spectators; and it appeae instance of no less impiety, to change their
own laws for such foreign exercises: but, abovehal rest, the trophies gave most distaste to the
Jews; for as they imagined them to be images, decluwithin the armor that hung round about
them, they were sorely displeased at them, bechwsas not the custom of their country to pay
honors to such imagés.

“Antiquities 15.8.1.



24 BC? Herod took a group of the most influential oppuiseto these “images” on a tour
of the amphitheater, demonstrating that they wetling more than bare wooden armor stands. This
seemed to satisfy them & the majority of Jews seketoehave adjusted to his Roman innovations;
although there were incidents of protests & assafisn attempts against him by small groups of
conservative Jews.

22 BC? Herod established Caesarea on the coast in hdnAugustus. It became the
major Roman port for Judea & was a showpiece obdian architecture.

Late 20's BC Herod sent his two young sons by Mariamne — Aleea & Aristobulus
(probably in their early teen’s) — to Rome for eatimn. While there, they lived in Augustus’ palace

20 BC Augustus (43 yrs) visited the Middle East. \Whihere, he gave Herod (53 yrs)
control of the territories to the east & northeafsthe Sea of Galilee. For all practical purposéstod
was now the third most influential man in the RorRapublic/Empire.

“He also made him one of the procurators of Syaad commanded that they should do
everything with his approbation; and, in short,aneved at that pitch of felicity, that whereasréhe
were but two men that governed the vast Roman emipist Caesar and then Agrippa, who was his
principal favorite, Caesar preferred no one to lddyesides Agrippa; and Agrippa made no one his
greater friend than Herod besides Caesar; and Wwhdmad acquired such freedom, he begged of
Caesar a tetrarchy for his brother Pheroras, wielalid himself bestow upon him a revenue of a
hundred talents out of his own kingdom, that inedas came to any harm himself, his brother might
be in safety, and that his sons might not have dimmiover him.

“So when he had conducted Caesar to the sea, asdetirned home, he built him a most
beautiful temple, of the whitest stone of Zenodaresuntry, near the place called Panitrthis is
a very fine cave in a mountain, under which thera igreat cavity in the earth, and the cavern is
abrupt, and prodigiously deep, and full of a stiflter; over it hangs a vast mountain; and under the
caverns arise the springs of the river Jordan. tHadorned this place, which was already a very
remarkable one, still further by the erection d$ temple, which he dedicated to CaeSar.”

Despite being so powerful, Herod desperately wattiedpoeople to like him. In
this particular year he cut taxes by 33 %. He nmde there were a lot of construction projectsgoi
on to keep everyone employed. He required citizentake an oath of loyalty to him personally,
exempting only those whose faith forbade such oatHs spies kept him apprised of public opinion
regarding himself & his actions. He even made laithaf going out on his ownn cognito, trying to
learn for himself what people thought about Kim.

This desire for approval from the Jewish public rhaye been the impetus for his
next & most audacious project — the complete renowaf the Jewish Temple.

® The name of the city which grew up around thisrehto Augustus at the base of Mt. Hermon was Geasahilippi (given this
name in AD 14, in honor of the recently deceasedustus by Philip, a later son of Herod). It waamthere, in AD 32, that Jesus
would ask the question which prompted Peter toaedp“You are the Christ, the Son of the Living Go{Matthew 16:16)
®Antiquities 15.10.3.

’ Antiquities 15.10.4.



