TITUSAND THE BURNING OF THE TEMPLE
70 [1*22 (SUN/MON 22/23 APR) = 1% Day of Siege] Titus began his siege of Jerusalem.

[During the 3d Month] Titus had Josephus constantly circling the cityerafig amnesty for
Jews (in particular civilians) who surrendered.

One group of rebel soldiers, unhappy with SimorGafiara, tried to surrender their section of
the wall to nearby Roman soldiers, who hesitatedeilleving their offer. Before Titus could arrit@ accept
their surrender, Simon found out, came with loyadiers & killed those who were attempting to sader.

After being hit in the head with a sling stone,efgsus fell to the ground & was assumed dead.
The rebels rejoiced; his mother (who, along with father, were prisoners of the rebels), as wethase who
were hoping to surrender to the Romans under lutegtion grieved. When Josephus recovered hisesens
from the stunning blow, he vowed vengeance uposetivdho wounded him & resumed his offer of amnesty.

“Hereupon some of the deserters, having no othgr leaped down from the wall immediately,
while others of them went out of the city with stenas if they would fight them; but thereuponythe
fled away to the Romans:—but here a worse faterapeaaied these than what they had found within
the city; and they met with a quicker dispatch frtime too great abundance they had among the
Romans, than they could have done from the fammeng the Jews; for when they came first to the
Romans, they were puffed up by the famine, andlsdidlke men in a dropsy; after which they all on
the sudden over-filled those bodies that were leedonpty, and so burst asunder, excepting suchasnly
were skillful enough to restrain their appetitesd,aby degrees, took in their food into bodies
unaccustomed thereto.

Josephus was absolutely appalled by the behavidgwlof of Gischala.

“But as for John, when he could no longer plundier people, be betook himself to sacrilege, and
melted down many of the sacred utensils, which leeh given to the temple; as also many of those
vessels which were necessary for such as ministdyedt holy things, the caldrons, the dishes, aerd t
tables; nay, he did not abstain from those pouviegsels that were sent them by Augustus and hes wif
for the Roman emperors did ever both honor andnattes temple; whereas this man, who was a Jew,
seized upon what were the donations of foreignems; said to those that were with him, that it was
proper for them to use divine things while they eveghting for the Divinity, without fear, and thstich
whose warfare is for the temple, should live of tlaple, on which account he emptied the vessels of
that sacred wine and oil, which the priests kegig¢goured on the burnt offerings, and which laghia
inner court of the temple, and distributed it amamg multitude, who, in their anointing themselassl
drinking, used [each of them] above and in of thand here | cannot but speak my mind, and what the
concern | am under dictates to me, and it is lrssippose, that had the Romans made any longey dela
in coming against these villains, the city woulther have been swallowed up by the ground opening
upon them, or been overflowed by water, or elsenlsestroyed by such thunder as the country of
Sodom perished by, for it had brought forth a gati@n of men much more atheistical than were those
that suffered such punishments; for by their maslitesas that all the people came to be destréyed.
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70 [4*1 (WED/THU 27/28 JUN) = 67" Day of Siege] The Romans finished constructing a
security fence around the city. Titus was inforntieat well over 600,000 bodies had been thrownobuhe
various gates of JerusalémThe Romans also finished their siege ramp agéitestAntonia Tower, having
stripped the region bare of material.

“And now the Romans, although they were greatlyressed in getting together their materials,
raised their banks in one-and-twenty days, aftey tad cut down all the trees that were in the ttgun
that adjoined to the city, and that for ninety émg)$ round about, as | have already related. Andy{rul
the very view itself of the country was a melanghbiing; for those places which were before adorned
with trees and pleasant gardens were now beconesaate country every way, and its trees were all
cut down: nor could any foreigner that had formesgen Judea and the most beautiful suburbs of the
city, and now saw it as a desert, but lament andrmsadly at so great a change; for the war haldalihi
signs of beauty quite waste; nor, if anyone that krdown the place before, had come on a suddén to i
now, would he have known it again; but though heavat the city itself, yet would he have inquired f
it notwithstanding.®

[4*17 (FRI/SAT 13/14 JUL) = 83" Day of Siege] The Romans had seized control of the
Antonia Tower & Titus was bringing his army intdntpreparation for a push on the Temple.

“And now Titus gave orders to his soldiers thatevesith him to dig up the foundations of the
tower of Antonia, and make him a ready passagehi®rarmy to come up; while he himself had
Josephus brought to him (for he had been inforrhatidn that very day, which was the seventeenth day
of Panemus [Tamuz], the sacrifice called “the D&Bbcrifice” had failed, and had not been offered to
God for want of men to offer it, and that the peopkre grievously troubled at it) and commanded him
to say the same things to John that he had samtehethat if he had any malicious inclination for
fighting, he might come out with as many of his nasrhe pleased, in order to fight, without the @ang
of destroying either his city or temple; but that deesired he would not defile the temple, nor there
offend against God. That he might, if pleasedgroffie sacrifices which were now discontinued, iy a
of the Jews whom he should pitch upon.

“Upon this, Josephus stood in such a place whenamighat be heard, not by John only, but by
many more, and then declared to them what Caeshgikkan him in charge, and this in the Hebrew
language. So he earnestly prayed them to spareativa city, and to prevent that fire that was just
ready to seize upon the temple, and to offer tigiral sacrifices to God therein.

“At these words of his a great sadness and silerere observed among the people. But the
tyrant himself cast many reproaches upon Joseptitls,imprecations besides; and at last added this
withal, that he did never fear the taking of thig,dbecause it was God’s own city.”

“In answer to which, Josephus said thus, with @ heoice:—"“To be sure, thou hast kept this city
wonderfully pure for God’s sake! The temple alsmtues entirely unpolluted! Nor hast thou been
guilty of any impiety against him, for whose asamte thou hopest! He still receives his accustomed
sacrifices!
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“Vile wretch that thou art! If any one should deerthee of thy daily food, thou wouldst esteem
him to be an enemy to thee; but thou hopest to baateGod for they supporter in this war whom thou
hast deprived of his everlasting worship! And thmputest those sins to the Romans, who to thig ver
time take care to have our laws observed, and &lowrspel these sacrifices to be still offered tadGo
which have by thy means been intermitted! Whdesd that can avoid groans and lamentations at the
amazing change that is made in this city? Sinag fereigners and enemies do now correct that
impiety which thou hast occasioned; while thou, wdrb a Jew, and was educated in our laws, art
become a greater enemy to them than the others!

“But still, John, it is never dishonorable to repeand amend what hath been done amiss, even at
the last extremity. Thou hast an instance befoee in Jechoniahthe king of the Jews, if thou hast a
mind to save the city, who, when the king of Balbylnade war against him, did, of his own accord, go
out of this city before it was taken, and did umges voluntary captivity with his family, that the
sanctuary might not be delivered up to the enemg,that he might not see the house of God setren fi
on which account he is celebrated among all thesJewtheir sacred memorials, and his memory is
become immortal, and will be conveyed fresh dowaubposterity through all ages.

“This, John, is an excellent example in such a tohdanger; and | dare venture to promise that
the Romans shall still forgive thee. And take omtithat I, who make this exhortation to thee, aim of
thine own nation; | who am a Jew do make this psenio thee. And it will become thee to consider
who | am that give thee this counsel, and wherae Iderived; for while | am alive | shall never Ipe i
such slavery as to forego my own kindred, or fotgetlaws of our forefathers.

“Thou hast indignation at me again, and makestaeaol at me, and reproachest me; indeed, |
cannot deny that | am worthy of worse treatment thlathis amounts to, because, in opposition te, fa
I make this kind invitation to thee, and endeawwrfdrce deliverance upon those whom God hath
condemned.

“And who is there that does not know what the wgs of the ancient prophets contain in
them,—and particularly that oracle which is justvngoing to be fulfilled upon this miserable city—fo
they foretold that this city should be then takemew somebody shall begin the slaughter of his own
countrymenf And are not both the city and the entire tempdev riull of the dead bodies of your
countrymen? It is God therefore, it is God himgehio is bringing on this fire, to purge that cityda
temple by means of the Romans, and is going tdkplpahis city, which is full of your pollutions.”

“As Josephus spoke these words with groans, and teahis eyes, his voice was intercepted by
sobs. However, the Romans could not but pity fiieteon he was under, and wonder at his conduct.
But for John, and those that were with him, theyengut the more exasperated against the Romans on
this account, and were desirous to get Josephadrdtstheir power; yet did that discourse influerec
great many of the better sort; and truly some efrtlwere so afraid of the guards sent by the seditio
that they tarried where they were, but still weatisSied that both they and the city were doomed to
destruction. Some also there were who, watchin@ foroper opportunity when they might quietly get
away, fled to the Romans, of whom were the higlegtsi Joseph and Jesus, and of the sons of high
priests three, whose father was Ishmael, who whsdsked in Cyrena, and four sons of Matthias, a@s als
one son of the other Matthias, who ran away afterféther's death, and whose father was slain by
Simon, the son of Gioras, with three of his sorss| &ave already related; many also of the other
nobility went over to the Romans, together with ingh priests.

“Now Caesar not only received these men very kimllgther respects, but, knowing they would not
willingly live after the customs of other natiorfsg sent them to Gophna, and desired them to remain

® This young king'’s surrender is described in 2 Ki2g:10-17.

"It is possible that Josephus has in mind a paatiainderstanding Daniel 9:26 in which the city arenple will be destroyed along
with the coming prince.



there for the present, and told them, that whewé&e gotten clear of this war, he would restore exch
them to their possessions again; so they cheernfatlyed to that small city which was allotted them
without fear of any danger. But as they did nqiesgy, the seditious gave out again that these tdeser
were slain by the Romans,—which was done, in a@leeter the rest from running away by fear of the
like treatment. This trick of theirs succeeded rfowa while, as did the like trick before; for thest
were hereby deterred from deserting, by fear ofikeetreatment.

“However, when Titus had recalled those men fronpl®a, he gave orders that they should go
round the wall, together with Josephus, and shamngielves to the people; upon which a great many
fled to the Romans. These men also got in a gneaiber together and stood before the Romans, and
besought the seditious, with groans, and tearfieir eyes, in the first place to receive the Romans
entirely into the city, and save that their owncpl@f residence again; but that, if they would agtee
to such a proposal, that they would at least demarof the temple, and save the holy house far the
own use; for that the Romans would not ventureetdlee sanctuary on fire, but under the most pngssi
necessity.

“Yet did the seditious still more and more contcadhem; and while they cast loud and bitter
reproaches upon these deserters, they also setetingines for throwing of darts, and javelins, and
stones, upon the sacred gates of the temple, atlidtences from one another, insomuch that all the
space round about within the temple might be coethtr a burying ground, so great was the number of
the dead bodies therein; as might the holy howssdf ibe compared to a citadel. Accordingly, these
men rushed upon these upon holy places in theiomarthat were otherwise unapproachable, and that
while their hands were yet warm with the blood leéit own people which they had shed; nay, they
proceeded to such great transgressions, that tiyesaene indignation which the Jews would naturally
have against Romans, had they been guilty of shakes against them, the Romans now had against
Jews, for their impiety in regard to their own gadus customs. Nay, indeed, there were none of the
Roman soldiers who did not look with a sacred houamon the holy house, and adored it, and wished
that the robbers would repent before their misdyexsame incurable.

“Now Titus was deeply affected with this state luhgs, and reproached John and his party, and said
to them, “Have not you, vile wretches that you &neour permission, put up this partition-wall befo
your sanctuary? Have not you been allowed to puha pillars thereto belonging at due distanced, a
on it to engrave in Greek, and in your own letténgs prohibition, that no foreigner should go bego
that wall? Have not we given you leave to kill sus go beyond it, though he were a Roman? And
what do you do now, you pernicious villains? Why ybu trample upon dead bodies in this temple?
And why do you pollute this holy house with the didoboth of foreigners and Jews themselves? |
appeal to the gods of my own country, and to egexy that ever had any regard to this place (fav | d
not suppose it to be now regarded by any of théalso appeal to my own army, and to those Jewts tha
are now with me, and even to you yourselves, tllat hot force you to defile this your sanctuaryd @n
you will but change the place whereon you will figho Roman shall either come near your sanctuary,
or ofger any affront to it; nay, | will endeavor fmeserve you your holy house, whether you will or
not.”

[4*22-24 (WED/THU 18/19 - FRI/SAT 20/21 JUL) = 88"-90" Days of Siege] As the Jewish rebels

within the Temple resisted the Roman advance, tépgérticoes which connected the Antonia Tower ® th
Temple were burned & demolished. Josephus cohistsis the beginning of the burning of the Teniple.

70

[4*27 (MON/TUE 23/24 JUL) = 93% Day of Siege] The Jewish rebels booby-trapped the

entire western portico by filling its rafters withil-soaked material. As they retreated from tHertified
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positions on top of the portico, some Roman undeded into the area without waiting for ordersattvance.
The rebels immediately ignited the combustible mals trapping many of the Romans on top of thzdig
burning structure. Some tried to jump to the Ronaritory, breaking bones or being killed by thesght of
the drop. Others jumped down a shorter distanetie Temple courts, where they were overwhelmethé
rebels and killed. The following day, the Romansned down what remained of the northern portfco.

[LATE JUL] The famine had reached its climax. Even the ¢ififibod brought on fights. The
people were ripping apart & chewing on anything enaflleather — belts, sandals, shields. A smadipsof old
hay sold for four days wages. A wealthy woman, moywoverished by the rebels, killed, cooked & pexbed
to eat half her own infant. When the rebels stariméo her house to demand that she surrendewotite they
smelled, she mockingly offered them the other hdt. horror, they refused. This story went likeldfire
through the city & the Roman encampmelits.

[5*8 (FRI/SAT 3/4 AUG) = 104™ Day of Siege] Titus lost a lot of men & equipment (and
nearly their legionary emblems) by carefully tryitogbreak through the northern gate of the innepte with a
minimum of damage; so he gave them permission ttdireeto the gate instead. The fire soon spreathé
porticoes of the inner cou't.

[5*9 (SAT/SUN 4/5 AUG) = 105" Day of Siege] Titus met with his commanders to determine
what to do about the Temple shrine building, whbeeremaining rebels were now holed up.

“Now, some of these thought it would be the besy waact according to the rules of war [and
demolish it]; because the Jews would never leafeebklling while that house was standing; at which
house it was that they used to get all together.

“Others of them were of opinion, that in case tees)would leave it, and none of them would lay
their arms up in it, he might save it; but that@se they got upon it, and fought any more, he nlighn
it; because it must then be looked upon not aslya muse, but as a citadel; and that the impiety of
burning it would then belong to those that fordeid to be done, and not to them.

“But Titus said, that “although the Jews should geon that holy house, and fight us thence, yet
ought we not to revenge ourselves on things treir@nimate, instead of the men themselves;” aad th
he was not in any case for burning down so vasbrk &s that was, because this would be a misohief t
the Romans themselves, as it would be an ornaméheir government while it continuéd.

Having come to this conclusion, he ordered hisgsotw put out the fires & to prepare to storm tlemple
shrine building on the following day.
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70 [5*10 (SUN/MON 5/6 AUG) = 106" Day of Siege] As Josephus points out, this particular date
is quite significant in Jewish history.

“...but, as for that house, God had for certain lagg doomed it to the fire; and now that fatal day
was come, according to the revolution of ages;as he tenth day of the month Lous [AbJupon
which it was formerly burnt by the king of Babyldt?

When the rebels launched a quick attack of the Remadno were fighting the portico fires, they
were chased back into the Temple shrine buildingheyRoman soldiers. One of these soldiers, witlhoy
orders to do so, tossed a burning piece of demigigh a storage room window on the north sidéefliemple
shrine building. This fire spread quickly througte storage rooms. The rebels tried to fight it &lso
attacked the Romans, who fought back.

When informed about the developing situation, Titaa to the Temple Mount & tried to
organize fire-fighters. His soldiers couldn’t héam over the sound of their fighting with the r&bé& the roar
of the fire (or possibly pretended they couldn't).

“And now, since Caesar was no way able to resttarenthusiastic fury of the soldiers, and the fire
proceeded on more and more, he went into the Habef the temple; with his commanders, and saw
it, with what was in it, which he found to be fampegrior to what the relations of foreigners corgdin
and not inferior to what we ourselves boasted af laglieved about it; but as the flame had not as ye
reached to its inward parts, but was still consgntire rooms that were about the holy house, andg Tit
supposing what the fact was, that the house itsglht yet be saved, he came in haste and endeavored
to persuade the soldiers to quench the fire, ané geder to Liberalius the centurion, and one ofth
spearmen that were about him, to beat the solthatswvere refractory with their staves, and toreest
them, yet were their passions too hard for thercegeney had for Caesar, and the dread they hhahof
who forbade them, as was their hatred of the Jamd,a certain vehement inclination to fight theoo, t
hard for them also.

“Moreover, the hope of plunder induced many to go @ having this opinion, that all the places
within were full of money, and as seeing that alird about it was made of gold; and besides, one of
those that went into the place prevented Caesanwke ran so hastily out to restrain the soldinsl,
threw the fire upon the hinges of the gate, indaik; whereby the flame burst out from within thayh
house itself immediately, when the commanderse@tiand Caesar with them, and when nobody any
longer forbade those that were without to set tiret; and thus the holy house burnt down, without
Caesar’s approbatiort”

15 Jeremiah 52:12-13. The first Temple was burnddtsJuly of 587 BC.
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