Early Church L eader ship According T o Eusebius'

JERUSALEM ROME  ALEXANDRIA ANTIOCH EPHESUS SMYRNA

AD (JUDEA) (ITALY) (EGYPT) (SYRIA) (ASIA)
66 Nero Symeon [1% Roman Per secution]® Evodius Apostle Johroyerseeing Asia]*
67 (6) Peter executed at Rome] (?) (?)
68 Vespasian (7) Ppul executed at Rome] (?) (?)
69 (8) Linus Anianu$ (?) (?)
70 (9) 2) 9) ? Ignatius (?)
[City destroyed]’ [? - John writeshisthreeletters|®
71 (10) (3) (10) (?) (?)
72 (11) (4) (11) (?) (?)
73 (12) (5) (12) (?) (?)
74 (13) (6) (13) (?) (?)
75 (14) (7) (14) (?) (?)
76 (15) (8) (15) (?) (?)
7 (16) (9) (16) (?) (?)
78 17) (10) a7) ?) ?)
79 Titus (18) (11) (18) (?) (?)
80 (29) Anencletus (19) (?) (?)
81 Domitiad (20) (2) (20) (?) (?)
82 (21) (3) (21) (?) (?)
83 (22) (4) (22) (?) (?)
84 (23) (5) Abilius ?) ?)
85 (24) (6) 2 (?) (?)
86 (25) (7) () (?) (?)
87 (26) (8) (4) (?) (?)
88 (27) (9) (5) (?) (?)
89 (28) (10) (6) (?) (?)
90 (29) (11) (7) (?) (?)

! Eusebius’ Church History was completed around &5 8nd made use of a variety of source materiadesaf which is no longer
in existence. An online edition can be foundhtsh://www.newadvent.org/fathers/2501.htm

2 Symeon was supposedly the son of Clopas (Johb)YL.8¥ho was, in turn, supposedly a brother to Jog€murch History3.11.2),
and therefore a cousin to Jesus. He was saidvreplaced James — the half-brother of Jesudeadsr of the Jerusalem Church
(Ibid.) whenever James was executed by the Jewish Samleding a lull of Roman governance brought orili®ysudden death of
Festus around AD 62 (See Josephus’ Antiguitieb@flews0.9.1).

3 This first period of official Roman persecution®firistians (AD 64-68) was brought on by Nero’sidefor a scapegoat to blame
for the fire that destroyed most of Rome in AD B4ditus’ Annalsl5.44).

* John the Apostle probably came to Ephesus aftemddning Jerusalem (per Jesus’ instructions in [21k&0-24) when the Jewish
war with Rome began in the summer of AD 66.

® This man — a companion of Paul at Rome, shortlgreehe Apostle’s death (2 Timothy 4:21) - waspagedly designated as the
leader of the Church at Rome after the deaths tefr RePaul (Church Histor$.2.1).

® This man was supposedly designated by John Maho-had been leading the Church in Alexandriasuceed him in that role
whenever he went to Rome to assist Peter aroun820bid. 2.24.1; cf. 1 Peter 5:13).

" When the Jewish war with Rome began in the ADJ&@ish believers in Jesus abandoned the city iordance with Jesus’
instructions (Luke 21:20-24). Some of them remainearby, in Judea, and presumably Symeon wag#del of this group.
Another group relocated to Pella, to the northwjest,across the Jordan (Church Hist8r§.3), where they eventually became
known as the “Nazarenes.”

8 | suspect that the false teachers — the “antittirid 1 John 2:18-23; 4:1-6; 2 John 7, who dernfeglhuman nature of Jesus - against
whom John was writing, arose, in part, out of thaas brought on by the official persecution radgtbut from Rome & the recent
destruction of Jerusalem and the scattering of#iets from there. He seems also to have alsodrasely concerned about anti-
apostolic leaders, like Diotrephes (3 John 9-10) were acting as tyrants within the congregations.

° This emperor revived the “imperial cult” (worshipthe emperor as a god) which eventually causéll dews & Christians, who
would have refused to participate, to suffer parien. While this persecution doesn’t seem to Hasen as bad as that under Nero,
there is reference to it by contemporary Christialshn the Apostle was evidently banished to Patduwing this period and wrote
the book of Revelation after returning to Ephedter ¢he death of Domitian terminated his banishinttree.




JERUSALEM ROME  ALEXANDRIA ANTIOCH EPHESUS SMYRNA

AD (JUDEA) (ITALY) (EGYPT) (SYRIA) (ASIA)
91 Domitian Symeon Anencletus Abilius Ignatius  John the Apostleojerseeing Asia]
92 (31) Clemert (9) ? ?
93 (32) (2) (10) (?) (?)
94 (33) (3 (11) (?) (?)
95 (34) 4) (12) (?) (?)
[Clement wrote to the Corinthiang]™ [Book of Revelation written]™
96 Nerva (35) (5) (13) (?) (?)
97 (37) (6) Cerdon (?) (?)
98 Traja® (38) (7) (2) (?) (?)
99 (39) (8) 3) (?) (?)
100 (40) Evarestus (4) (?) [John diés?? Polycarp
101 41 (2) (5) (?) ? Onesimus ?)
102 (42) (3) (6) (?) (?) (?)
103 (43) 4) (7) (?) (?) (?)
104 (44) (5) (8) (?) (?) (?)
105 (45) (6) 9) (?) (?) (?)
106 (46) (7) (10) (?) (?) (?)
107 Justu$ (8) (11) (?) (?) (?)
108 ) 9) (12) (?) (?) (?)
[Ignatiuswrites seven letters]*®
109 *) (10) Primus Heros ?) ?)
110 *) Alexander (2) (?) (?) (?)
111 *) (2) 3) (?) (?) (?)
112 ) 3) (4) (?) (?) (?)

[Pliny the Younger of Bithynia correspondswith Emperor Trajan regarding the disposition of Christians]*®

9 This man was supposedly the same Clement mentimn®eul in Philippians 4:3 (Ibi®.15).

™ In this letter, Clement decried the fact thataierpersons with questionable credentials havestbout those leaders who had been
apostolically appointed. An online edition canfbend athttp://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/1clememberts.html

2 Take note of the issues prevalent at each ofaherskey congregations of Asia province: At Ephethere were false apostles &
Nicolaitans trying to take over, although they wieeeng successfully resisted; at Smyrna, unbelgevews were persecuting
believers, but again, to no avail; at Pergamumebets were caving into the Nicolaitans, who apptyesncouraged idolatry
(emperor worship?) and sexual immorality; at Thyata false prophetess who was promoting sexuabirality & idolatry was being
tolerated; at Sardis, the congregation thoughtythieg was fine when it wasn’t; at Philadelphi#ime church was being persecuted
by unbelieving Jews, but was holding firm; and abdicea, the believers were “lukewarm” in theitHai

13 Trajan clearly continued the persecution of Claist, primarily in regard to the imperial cult.

It is reasonable to assume that John the Apoatleshme part in selecting the leaders of the Asimgregations around this time.
Polycarp was apparently a student of the apodthé 3.36.1).

15 Symeon was supposedly martyred at age 120 (B0&2.3). This would have made him 74 when he imecieader of the Jerusalem
Church and about 47 when Jesus was crucified.

% This man is cited as being one of many thousahdswish believers in Jesus evidently living in dachear the desolated city of
Jerusalem_(1bid3.35.1).

7 Justus was followed by twelve other Jews, all fgbonly a short while - Zacchaeus, Tobias, Benjadnhin, Matthias, Philip,
Seneca, Justus, Levi, Ephres, Joseph, Judas4Ibid- before circumstances resulted in Genttles first being Marcus (Ibidt.6.4)]
permanently assuming the leadership role at Jemnsal

18 Online copies of these letters can be fourtattat//www.earlychristianwritings.com/ignatius.htmrhey were written as Ignatius,
as a condemned prisoner, was passing through Aisiarn his way to death at Rome. They indicasedoinviction that the only
way to guard against false teachers - such as thibgeslung to Judaism or those who claimed thatslesly “appeared” to be human
and therefore didn’t die — was the adherence tdd kierarchy in the Church, with a single bistmygerseeing local presbyters and
deacons.

19 An online copy of this important correspondence lsa found ahttp://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/plinyrht.




