
“The Mayflower Compact,” dated 11 November 1620 

(First government document drafted in what would become the U.S.A.) 

 

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. 

 

We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, 

by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. Having 

undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour of our 

King and Country, a Voyage to plant the first Colony in the northern Parts of Virginia; Do by these 

Presents, solemnly and mutually, in the Presence of God and one another, covenant and combine 

ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation, and 

Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid: And by Virtue hereof do enact, constitute, and frame, such just 

and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions, and Officers, from time to time, as shall be 

thought most meet and convenient for the general Good of the Colony; unto which we promise all 

due Submission and Obedience.  

 

IN WITNESS whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape-Cod the eleventh of 

November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France, and Ireland, the 

eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth, Anno Domini; 1620.  

 

  



Excerpts from The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, dated 14 January 1639 

(Second government document drafted in what would become the U.S.A.) 

 

FORASMUCH as it hath pleased the Almighty God by the wise disposition of his divine 

providence so to Order and dispose of things that we the Inhabitants and Residents of Windsor, 

Hartford and Wethersfield are now cohabiting and dwelling in and upon the River of Connecticut 

and the Lands thereunto adjoining; And well knowing where a people are gathered together the 

word of God requires that to maintain the peace and union of such a people there should be an 

orderly and decent Government established according to God, to order and dispose of the affrays 

of the people at all seasons as occasion shall require; do therefore associate and connive ourselves 

to be as one Public State or Commonwealth; and do, for ourselves and our Successors and such as 

shall be adjoined to us at any time hereafter, enter into Combination and Confederation to gather, 

to maintain and pressure the liberty and purity of the gospel of our Lord Jesus which we now 

profess, as also the discipline of the Churches, which according to the truth of the said gospel is 

now practiced amongst vs; As also in our Civil Affairs to be guided and governed according to 

such Laws, Rules, Orders and decrees as shall be made, ordered & decreed, as follows:— 

 

[Amidst the logistics of government, these oaths of office were specified.] 

 

The Oath of the Governor, for the [Present.] 

 

I, N.W. being now chosen to be Governor within this Jurisdiction, for the year ensuing, and until 

a new be chosen, do swear by the great and dreadful name of the ever-living God, to promote the 

public good and peace of the same, according to the best of my skill; as also will maintain all 

lawful privileges of this Commonwealth; as also that all wholesome laws that are or shall be made 

by lawful authority here established, be duly executed; and will further the execution of Justice 

according to the rule of God’s word; so help me God, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Oath of a Magistrate, for the present. 

 

I, N.W. being chosen a Magistrate within this Jurisdiction for the year ensuing, do swear by the 

great and dreadful name of the ever living God, to promote the public good and peace of the same, 

according to the best of my skill, and that I will maintain all the lawful privileges thereof, according 

to my understanding, as also assist in the execution of all such wholesome laws as are made or 

shall be made by lawful authority hear established, and will further the execution of Justice for the 

time aforesaid according to the righteous rule of God’s word; so help me God, etc. 

 

  



Excerpts from the Fundamental Agreement 

[a.k.a., Original Constitution of the Colony of New Haven {CT}, dated June 4, 1639] 

 

This document reads like a congregational meeting, where those present were asked to indicate by 

raising their hands their agreement with certain queries put to the assembly. 

 

Query I. WHETHER the scriptures do hold forth a perfect rule for the direction and government 

of all men in all duties which they are to perform to GOD and men, as well in families and 

commonwealth, as in matters of the church ?  

[Accepted unanimously.] 

 

Query II. WHEREAS there was a covenant solemnly made by the whole assembly of free planters 

of this plantation, the first day of extraordinary humiliation, which we had after we came together, 

that as in matters that concern the gathering and ordering of a church, so likewise in all public 

officers which concern civil order, as choice of magistrates and officers, making and repealing 

laws, dividing allotments of inheritance, and all things of like nature, we would all of us be ordered 

by those rules which the scripture holds forth to US;…It was demanded whether all the free 

planters do hold themselves bound by that covenant, in all businesses of that nature which are 

expressed in the covenant, to submit themselves to be ordered by the rules held forth in the 

scripture.  

[Accepted unanimously.] 

 

Query III. THOSE who have desired to be received as free planters, and are settled in the 

plantation, with a purpose, resolution and desire, that they may be admitted into church fellowship, 

according to CHRIST, as soon as GOD shall fit them hereunto, were desired to express it by 

holding up hands. 

[Accepted unanimously.] 

 

Query IV. All the free planters were called upon to express, whether they held themselves bound 

to establish such civil order as might best conduce to the securing of the purity and peace of the 

ordinance to themselves and their posterity according to GOD…  

[Accepted unanimously.] 

 

Query V. WHETHER free burgesses shall be chosen out of the church members, they that are in 

the foundation work of the church being actually free burgesses, and to choose to themselves out 

of the like estate of church fellowship, and the power of choosing magistrates and officers from 

among themselves, and the power of making and repealing laws, according to the word, and the 

dividing of inheritances, and deciding of differences that may arise, and all the businesses of like 

nature are to be transacted by those free burgesses.  

[Accepted unanimously.] 

 

Query VI. WHETHER are you all willing and do agree in this, that twelve men be chosen, that 

their fitness for the foundation work may be tried… 

[Accepted unanimously.] 

 

  



Agreement of the Settlers at Exeter in New Hampshire, dated 4 August 1639 

 

Whereas it hath pleased the Lord to move the Heart of our dread Sovereigns Charles by the Grace 

of God King &c. to grant License and Liberty to sundry of his subjects to plant themselves in the 

Western parts of America.  We his loyal Subjects Brethren of the Church in Exeter situate and 

lying upon the River Pascataqua with other Inhabitants there, considering with ourselves the holy 

Will of God and o'er own Necessity that we should not live without wholesome Laws and Civil 

Government among us of which we are altogether destitute; do in the name of Christ and in the 

sight of God combine ourselves together to erect and set up among us such Government as shall 

be to our best discerning agreeable to the Will of God professing ourselves Subjects to our 

Sovereign Lord King Charles according to the Liberties of our English Colony of Massachusetts, 

and binding of ourselves solemnly by the Grace and Help of Christ and in His Name and fear to 

submit ourselves to such Godly and Christian Lawes as are established in the realm of England to 

our best Knowledge, and to all other such Lawes which shall upon good grounds be made and 

enacted among us according to God that we may live quietly and peaceably together in all 

godliness and honesty.  

 

Mo. 8. D. 4. 1639 as attests our Hands.  

 

Excerpt from the preamble of The Articles of Confederation of the United Colonies of New 

England, dated May 19, 1643  

 

Whereas we all came into these parts of America with one and the same end and aim, namely, to 

advance the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ and to enjoy the liberties of the Gospel in purity 

with peace;… 

 

 

King Charles II issued a new Royal Charter to the colony of Connecticut in 1662.  In it he stated 

clearly what he felt the purpose of the colony was: 

 

“…whereby Our said People Inhabitants there, may be so religiously, peaceably and civilly 

governed, as their good Life and orderly Conversation may win and invite the Natives of the 

Country to the Knowledge and Obedience of the only true GOD, and He Savior of Mankind, and 

the Christian Faith, which in Our Royal Intentions, and the adventurers free Possession, is the only 

and principal End of this Plantation;”   



Excerpts from the Charter of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, dated July 8, 1663 

 

CHARLES THE SECOND, by the grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, 

Defender of the Faith, &c., to all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: Whereas we have 

been informed, by the humble petition of our trustee and well beloved subject, John Clarke, on the 

behalf of…the purchasers and free inhabitants of our island, called Rhode-Island, and the rest of 

the colony of Providence Plantations, in the Narragansett Bay, in New-England, in America, that 

they, pursuing, with peaceable and loyal minds, their sober, serious and religious intentions, of 

goalie edifying themselves, and one another, in the holy Christian faith and worship as they were 

persuaded; together with the gaining over and conversion of the poor ignorant Indian natives, in 

those parts of America, to the sincere profession and obedience of the same faith and worship, did, 

not only by the consent and good encouragement of our royal progenitors, transport themselves 

out of this kingdom of England into America, but also, since their arrival there…did once again 

leave their desirable stations and habitations, and with excessive labor and travel, hazard and 

charge, did transplant themselves into the midst of the Indian natives, who, as we are informed, 

are the most potent princes and people of all that country; where, by the good Providence of God, 

from whom the Plantations have taken their name, upon their labor and industry, they have not 

only been preserved to admiration, but have increased and prospered, and are seized and possessed, 

by purchase and consent of the said natives, to their full content, of such lands, islands, rivers, 

harbors and roads, as are very convenient..whereby, as is hoped, there may, in due time, by the 

blessing of God upon their endeavors, be laid a sure foundation of happiness to all America:  

 

And whereas, in their humble address, they have freely declared, that it is much on their hearts (if 

they may be permitted), to hold forth a lively experiment, that a most flourishing civil state may 

stand and best be maintained, and that among our English subjects. with a full liberty in religious 

concernments; and that true piety rightly grounded upon gospel principles, will give the best and 

greatest security to sovereignty, and will lay in the hearts of men the strongest obligations to true 

loyalty:  Now know be, that we being willing…to secure them in the free exercise and enjoyment 

of all their civil and religious rights, appertaining to them, as our loving subjects; and to preserve 

unto them that liberty, in the true Christian faith and worship of God, which they have sought with 

so much travail, and with peaceable minds, and loyal subjection to our royal progenitors and 

ourselves, to enjoy; and because some of the people and inhabitants of the same colony cannot, in 

their private opinions, conforms to the public exercise of religion, according to the liturgy, forms 

and ceremonies of the Church of England…Have therefore thought fit, and do hereby publish, 

grant, ordain and declare, That our royal will and pleasure is, that no person within the said colony, 

at any time hereafter, shall be any wise molested, punished, disquieted, or called in question, for 

any differences in opinion in matters of religion, and do not actually disturb the civil peace of our 

said colony...but that all and every person and persons may, from time to time, and at all times 

hereafter, freely and fully have and enjoy his and their own judgments and consciences, in matters 

of religious concernments, throughout the tract of land hereafter mentioned; they behaving 

themselves peaceably and quietly, and not using this liberty to licentiousness and profaneness, nor 

to the civil injury or outward disturbance of others…And that they may be in the better capacity 

to defend themselves, in their just rights and liberties against all the enemies of the Christian faith, 

and others…That they shall have and enjoy the benefits of our late act of indemnity and free 

pardon, as the rest of our subjects in other our dominions and territories have; and to create and 

make them a body politic or corporate, with the powers and privileges hereinafter mentioned. 



Excerpts from the The Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina, dated 1 March 1669 

 

Ninety-seven. But since the natives of that place, who will be concerned in our plantation, are 

utterly strangers to Christianity, whose idolatry, ignorance, or mistake gives us no right to expel 

or use them ill; and those who remove from other parts to plant there will unavoidably be of 

different opinions concerning matters of religion, the liberty whereof they will expect to have 

allowed them, and it will not be reasonable for us, on this account, to keep them out, that civil 

peace may be maintained amidst diversity of opinions, and our agreement and compact with all 

men may be duly and faithfully observed; the violation whereof, upon what presence soever, 

cannot be without great offence to Almighty God, and great scandal to the true religion which we 

profess; and also that Jews, heathens, and other dissenters from the purity of Christian religion 

may not be scared and kept at a distance from it, but, by having an opportunity of acquainting 

themselves with the truth and reasonableness of its doctrines, and the peaceableness and 

inoffensiveness of its professors, may, by good usage and persuasion, and all those convincing 

methods of gentleness and meekness, suitable to the rules and design of the gospel, be won ever 

to embrace and unfeignedly receive the truth; therefore, any seven or more persons agreeing in 

any religion, shall constitute a church or profession, to which they shall give some name, to 

distinguish it from others.  

 

Ninety-eight. The terms of admittance and communion with any church or profession shall be 

written in a book, and therein be subscribed by all the members of the said church or profession; 

which book shall be kept by the public register of the precinct wherein they reside.  

 

Ninety-nine. The time of every one's subscription and admittance shall be dated in the said book 

or religious record.  

 

One hundred. In the terms of communion of every church or profession, these following shall be 

three; without which no agreement or assembly of men, upon presence of religion, shall be 

accounted a church or profession within these rules:  

1st. "That there is a God."  

II. "That God is publicly to be worshipped."  

III. "That it is lawful and the duty of every man, being thereunto called by those that govern, to 

bear witness to truth; and that every church or profession shall, in their terms of communion, set 

down the external way whereby they witness a truth as in the presence of God, whether it be by 

laying hands on or kissing the bible, as in the Church of England, or by holding up the hand, or 

any other sensible way."  

 

One hundred and one. No person above seventeen years of age shall have any benefit or protection 

of the law, or be capable of any place of profit or honor, who is not a member of some church or 

profession, having his name recorded in some one, and but one religious record at once.  

 

One hundred and two. No person of any other church or profession shall disturb or molest any 

religious assembly.  

 

One hundred and three. No person whatsoever shall speak anything in their religious assembly 

irreverently or seditiously of the government or governors, or of state matters.  



 

One hundred and six. No man shall use any reproachful, reviling, or abusive language against any 

religion of any church or profession; that being the certain way of disturbing the peace, and of 

hindering the conversion of any to the truth, by them in quarrels and animosities, to the hatred of 

the professors and that profession which otherwise they might be brought to assent to.  

 

One hundred and seven. Since charity obliges us to wish well to the souls of all men, and religion 

ought to alter nothing in any man's civil estate or right, it shall be lawful for slaves, as well as 

others, to enter themselves, and be of what church or profession any of them shall think best, and, 

therefore, be as fully members as any freeman. But yet no slave shall hereby be exempted from 

that civil dominion his master hath over him, but be in all things in the same state and condition 

he was In before.  

 

One hundred and eight. Assemblies, upon what presence soever of religion, not observing and 

performing the above said rules, shall not be esteemed as churches, but unlawful meetings, and be 

punished as other riots.  

 

One hundred and nine. No person whatsover shall disturb, molest, or persecute another for his 

speculative opinions in religion, or his way of worship.  

 

  



Excerpts from The Fundamental Constitutions for the Province of East New Jersey in 

America, dated Anno Domini 1683  

 

XVI. All persons living in the Province who confess and acknowledge the one Almighty and 

Eternal God, and holds themselves obliged in conscience to live peaceably and quietly in a civil 

society, shall in no way be molested or prejudged for their religious persuasions and exercise in 

matters of faith and worship; nor shall they be compelled to frequent and maintain any religious 

worship, place or ministry whatsoever: Yet it is also hereby provided, that no man shall be admitted 

a member of the great or common Council, or any other place of public trust, who shall not profess 

in Christ Jesus, and solemnly declare that he doth no ways hold himself obliged in conscience to 

endeavor alteration in the government, or seeks the turning out of any in it or their ruin or prejudice, 

either in person or estate, because they are in his opinion heretics, or differ in their judgment from 

him: Nor by this article is it intended, that any under the notion of this liberty shall allow 

themselves to avow atheism, irreligiousness, or to practice cursing, swearing, drunkenness, 

profaness, whoring, adultery, murdering or any kind of violence, or indulging themselves in stage 

plays, masks, revels or such like abuses; for restraining such and preserving of the people in 

diligence and in good order, the great Council is to make more particular laws, which are 

punctually to be put in execution.  

 

  



Excerpts from the Frame of Government of Pennsylvania, dated 25 May 1682  

 

The Frame 

 

XXII. That, as often as any day of the month, mentioned in any article of this charter, shall fall 

upon the first day of the week, commonly called the Lord's Day, the business appointed for that 

day shall be deferred till the next day, unless in case of emergency.  

 

Laws Agreed Upon in England, &c. 

XXXV. That all persons living in this province, who confess and acknowledge the one Almighty 

and eternal God, to be the Creator, Upholder and Ruler of the world; and that hold themselves 

obliged in conscience to live peaceably and justly in civil society, shall, in no ways, be molested 

or prejudiced for their religious persuasion, or practice, in matters of faith and worship, nor shall 

they be compelled, at any time, to frequent or maintain any religious worship, place or ministry 

whatever.  

 

XXXVI. That, according to the good example of the primitive Christians, and the case of the 

creation, every first day of the week, called the Lord's day, people shall abstain from their common 

daily labor, that they may the better dispose themselves to worship God according to their 

understandings.  

 

XXXVII. That as a careless and corrupt administration of justice draws the wrath of God upon 

magistrates, so the wildness and looseness of the people provoke the indignation of God against a 

country: therefore, that all such offences against God, as swearing, cursing, lying, profane talking, 

drunkenness, drinking of healths, obscene words, incest, sodomy, rapes, whoredom, fornication, 

and other uncleanness (not to be repeated) all treasons, misprisions, murders, duels, felony, 

seditions, maims, forcible entries, and other violences, to the persons and estates of the inhabitants 

within this province; all prizes, stage-plays, cards, dice, May-games, gamesters, masques, revels, 

bull-battings, cock-fightings, bear-battings, and the like, which excite the people to rudeness, 

cruelty, looseness, and irreligion, shall be respectively discouraged, and severely punished, 

according to the appointment of the Governor and freemen in provincial Council and General 

Assembly; as also all proceedings contrary to these laws, that are not here made expressly penal.  

 

  



Excerpts from the Constitution of South Carolina, dated 26 March 1776 

 

Whereas the British Parliament, claiming of late years a right to bind the North American colonies 

by law in all cases whatsoever, have enacted statutes for raising a revenue in those colonies and 

disposing of such revenue as they thought proper, without the consent and against the will of the 

colonists… 

 

[What follows is a list of things done in violation of the rights of the North American colonists, 

including...] 

 

…the English laws and a free government, to which the inhabitants of Quebec were entitled by the 

King's royal proclamation, are abolished and French laws are restored; the Roman Catholic 

religion (although before tolerated and freely exercised there) and an absolute government are 

established in that province, and its limits extended through a vast tract of country so as to border 

on the free Protestant English settlements, with design of using a whole people differing in 

religious principles from the neighboring colonies, and subject to arbitrary power, as fit 

instruments to overawe and subdue the colonies…  

 

  



Excerpts from the Virginia Bill of Rights, dated 12 June 1776 

 

A declaration of rights made by the representatives of the good people of Virginia, assembled in 

full and free convention; which rights do pertain to them and their posterity, as the basis and 

foundation of government.   

 

SEC. 16. That religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and the manner of discharging 

it, can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; and therefore all men 

are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience; and 

that it is the mutual duty of all to practice Christian forbearance, love, and charity towards each 

other.   

 

Excerpts from the Constitution of New Jersey, dated 2 July 1776 

 

XVIII. That no person shall ever, within this Colony, be deprived of the inestimable privilege of 

worshiping Almighty God in a manner, agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; nor, under 

any presence whatever, be compelled to attend any place of worship, contrary to his own faith and 

judgment; nor shall any person, within this Colony, ever be obliged to pay tithes, taxes, or any 

other rates, for the purpose of building or repairing any other church or churches, place or places 

of worship, or for the maintenance of any minister or ministry, contrary to what he believes to be 

right, or has deliberately or voluntarily engaged himself to perform.  

 

XIX. That there shall be no establishment of any one religious sect in this Province, in preference 

to another; and that no Protestant inhabitant of this Colony shall be denied the enjoyment of any 

civil right, merely on account of his religious principles; but that all persons, professing a belief in 

the faith of any Protestant sect. who shall demean themselves peaceably under the government, as 

hereby established, shall be capable of being elected into any office of profit or trust, or being a 

member of either branch of the Legislature, and shall fully and freely enjoy every privilege and 

immunity, enjoyed by others their fellow subjects.  

 

  



Excerpts from the Declaration of Independence, dated 4 July 1776 

  

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political 

bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the 

separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent 

respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them 

to the separation. 

  

We hold these truths to be self-evident:  

That all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 

rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that, to secure these rights, 

governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 

governed; that whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right 

of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation on 

such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect 

their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should 

not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown that 

mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by 

abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and 

usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute 

despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards 

for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies; and such is now 

the necessity which constrains them to alter their former systems of government… 

  

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress assembled, 

appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name 

and by the authority of the good people of these colonies solemnly publish and declare, That these 

United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they 

are absolved from all allegiance to the British crown and that all political connection between them 

and the state of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; and that, as free and independent 

states, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, 

and do all other acts and things which independent states may of right do. And for the support of 

this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge 

to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.  

 

  



Excerpts from Maryland’s Declaration of Rights, dated 14 August 1776 

 

XXXIII. That, as it is the duty of every man to worship God in such manner as he thinks most 

acceptable to him; all persons, professing the Christian religion, are equally entitled to protection 

in their religious liberty; wherefore no person ought by any law to be molested in his person or 

estate on account of his religious persuasion or profession, or for his religious practice; unless, 

under color of religion, any man shall disturb the good order, peace or safety of the State, or shall 

infringe the laws of morality, or injure others, in their natural, civil, or religious rights; nor ought 

any person to be compelled to frequent or maintain, or contribute, unless on contract, to maintain 

any particular place of worship, or any particular ministry; yet the Legislature may, in their 

discretion, lay a general and equal tax for the support of the Christian religion; leaving to each 

individual the power of appointing the payment over of the money, collected from him, to the 

support of any particular place of worship or minister, or for the benefit of the poor of his own 

denomination, or the poor in general of any particular county: but the churches, chapels, globes, 

and all other property now belonging to the church of England, ought to remain to the church of 

England forever.  And all acts of Assembly, lately passed, for collecting monies for building or 

repairing particular churches or chapels of ease, shall continue in force, and be executed, unless 

the Legislature shall, by act, supersede or repeal the same: but no county court shall assess any 

quantity of tobacco, or sum of money, hereafter, on the application of any vestrymen or church-

wardens; and every incumbent of the church of England, who hath remained in his parish, and 

performed his duty, shall be entitled to receive the provision and support established by the act, 

entitled "An act for the support of the clergy of the church of England, in this Province," till the 

November court of this present year to be held for the county in which his parish shall lie, or partly 

lie, or for such time as he hate remained in his parish, and performed his duty.  

 

XXXIV. That every gift, sale, or devise of lands, to any minister, public teacher, or preacher of 

the gospel, as such, or to any religious sect, order or denomination, or to or for the support, use or 

benefit of, or in trust for, any minister, public teacher, or preacher of the gospel, as such, or any 

religious sect, order or denomination-and every gift or sale of good-e, or chattels, to go in 

succession, or to take place after the death of the seller or donor, or to or for such support, use or 

benefit-and also every devise of goods or chattels to or for the support, use or benefit of any 

minister, public teacher, or preacher of the gospel, as such, or any religious sect, order, or 

denomination, without the leave of the Legislature, shall be void; except always any sale, gift, 

lease or devise of any quantity of land, not exceeding two acres, for a church, meeting, or other 

house of worship, and for a burying-ground, which shall be improved, enjoyed or used only for 

such purpose-or such sale, gift, lease, or devise, shall be void.  

 

XXXV. That no other test or qualification ought to be required, on admission to any office of trust 

or profit, than such oath of support and fidelity to this State, and such oath of office, as shall be 

directed by this Convention or the Legislature of this State, and a declaration of a belief in the 

Christian religion.  

 

  



XXXVI. That the manner of administering an oath to any person, ought to be such, as those of the 

religious persuasion, profession, or denomination, of which such person is one, generally esteem 

the most effectual confirmation, by the attestation of the Divine Being. And that the people called 

Quakers, those called Dunkers, and those called Menonists, holding it unlawful to take an oath on 

any occasion, ought to be allowed to make their solemn affirmation, in the manner that Quakers 

1lave been heretofore allowed to affirm; and to be of the same avail as an oath, in all such cases, 

as the affirmation of Quakers hath been allowed and accepted within this State, instead of an oath. 

And further, on such affirmation, warrants to search for stolen goods, or for the apprehension or 

commitment of offenders, ought to be granted, or security for the peace awarded, and Quakers, 

Dunkers or Menonists ought also, on their solemn affirmation as aforesaid, to be admitted as 

witnesses, in all criminal cases not capital.  

 

 

Excerpts from the Constitution of Delaware, dated 10 September 1776 

 

ART. 22. Every person who shall be chosen a member of either house, or appointed to any office 

or place of trust, before taking his seat, or entering upon the execution of his office, shall take the 

following oath, or affirmation, if conscientiously scrupulous of taking an oath, to wit:  

 

" I, A B. will bear true allegiance to the Delaware State, submit to its constitution and laws, and 

do no act wittingly whereby the freedom thereof may be prejudiced."  

 

And also make and subscribe the following declaration, to wit:  

 

" I, A B. do profess faith in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ His only Son, and in the Holy 

Ghost, one God, blessed for evermore; and I do acknowledge the holy scriptures of the Old and 

New Testament to be given by divine inspiration."  

And all officers shall also take an oath of office.  

 

ART. 26. No person hereafter imported into this State from Africa ought to be held in slavery 

under any presence whatever; and no negro, Indian, or mulatto slave ought to be brought into this 

State, for sale, from any part of the world.  

 

ART. 29. There shall be no establishment of any one religious sect in this State in preference to 

another; and no clergyman or preacher of the gospel, of any denomination, shall be capable of 

holding any civil once in this State, or of being a member of either of the branches of the legislature, 

while they continue in the exercise of the pastoral function.  

  



Excerpts from the Constitution of Pennsylvania, dated 28 September 1776 

 

II. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the 

dictates of their own consciences and understanding: And that no man ought or of right can be 

compelled to attend any religious worship, or erect or support any place of worship, or maintain 

any ministry, contrary to, or against, his own free will and consent: Nor can any man, who 

acknowledges the being of a God, be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on 

account of his religious sentiments or peculiar mode of religious worship: And that no authority 

can or ought to be vested in, or assumed by any power whatever, that shall in any case interfere 

with, or in any manner controul, the right of conscience in the free exercise of religious worship.  

 

SECT. 10. A quorum of the house of representatives shall consist of two-thirds of the whole 

number of members elected; and having met and chosen their speaker, shall each of them before 

they proceed to business take and subscribe, as well the oath or affirmation of fidelity and 

allegiance hereinafter directed, as the following oath or affirmation, viz:  

 

I do swear (or affirm) that as a member of this assembly, I will not propose or assent to any bill, 

vote, or resolution, which stall appear to free injurious to the people; nor do or consent to any act 

or thing whatever, that shall have a tendency to lessen or abridge their rights and privileges, as 

declared in the constitution of this state; but will in all things conduct myself as a faithful honest 

representative and guardian of the people, according to the best of only judgment and abilities.  

 

And each member, before he takes his seat, shall make and subscribe the following declaration, 

viz:  

I do believe in one God, the creator and governor of the universe, the rewarder of the good and the 

punisher of the wicked. And I do acknowledge the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be 

given by Divine inspiration.  

 

And no further or other religious test shall ever hereafter be required of any civil officer or 

magistrate in this State.  

 

SECT. 45. Laws for the encouragement of virtue, and prevention of vice and immorality, shall be 

made and constantly kept in force, and provision shall be made for their due execution: And all 

religious societies or bodies of men heretofore united or incorporated for the advancement of 

religion or learning, or for other pious and charitable purposes, shall be encouraged and protected 

in the enjoyment of the privileges, immunities and estates which they were accustomed to enjoy, 

or could of right have enjoyed, under the laws and former constitution of this state.  

 

SECT. 46. The declaration of rights is hereby declared to be a part of the constitution of this 

commonwealth, and ought never to be violated on any presence whatever.  

 

 

 

  



 

Excerpts from North Carolina’s Declaration of Rights, dated 18 December 1776  

 

XIX. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the 

dictates of their own consciences.  

 

 

Excerpts from the Constitution of North Carolina, dated 18 December 1776 

  

XXXI. That no clergyman, or preacher of the gospels of any denomination, shall be capable of 

being a member of either the Senate, House of Commons, or Council of State, while he continues 

in the exercise of the pastoral function.  

 

XXXII. That no person, who shall deny the being of God or the truth of the Protestant religion, or 

the divine authority either of the Old or New Testaments, or who shall hold religious principles 

incompatible with the freedom and safety of the State, shall be capable of holding any office or 

place of trust or profit in the civil department within this State.  

 

XXXIV. That there shall be no establishment of any one religious church or denomination in this 

State, in preference to any other; neither shall any person, on any presence whatsoever, be 

compelled to attend any place of worship contrary to his own faith or judgment, nor be obliged to 

pay, for the purchase of any glebe, or the building of any house of worship, or for the maintenance 

of any minister or ministry, contrary to what he believes right, of has voluntarily and personally 

engaged to perform; but all persons shall be at liberty to exercise their own mode of worship: -- 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to exempt preachers of treasonable or 

seditious discourses, from legal trial and punishment.  

 

XLIV. That the Declaration of Rights is hereby declared to be part of the Constitution of this State, 

and ought never to be violated, on any presence whatsoever.  

 

 

Excerpts from the Constitution of Georgia, dated 5 February 1777  

 

ART. LVI. All persons whatever shall have the free exercise of their religion; provided it be not 

repugnant to the peace and safety of the State; and shall not, unless by consent, support any teacher 

or teachers except those of their own profession.  

 

ART. LXII. No clergyman of any denomination shall be allowed a seat in the legislature.  

 

 

  



Excerpts from the Constitution of New York, dated 20 April 1777  

 

XXXVIII. And whereas we are required, by the benevolent principles of rational liberty, not only 

to expel civil tyranny, but also to guard against that spiritual oppression and intolerance wherewith 

the bigotry and ambition of weak and wicked priests and princes have scourged mankind, this 

convention doth further, in the name and by the authority of the good people of this State, ordain, 

determine, and declare, that the free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, 

without discrimination or preference, shall forever hereafter be allowed, within this State, to all 

mankind: Provided, That the liberty of conscience, hereby granted, shall not be so construed as to 

excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of this State.  

 

XXXIX. And whereas the ministers of the gospel are, by their profession, dedicated to the service 

of God and the care of souls, and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their function; 

therefore, no minister of the gospel, or priest of any denomination whatsoever, shall, at any time 

hereafter, under any presence or description whatever, be eligible to, or capable of holding, any 

civil or military office or place within this State.  

 

 

  



Excerpts from the Constitution of Vermont, dated 8 July 1777 

 

WHEREAS, all government ought to be instituted and supported, for the security and protection 

of the community, as such, and to enable the individuals who compose it, to enjoy their natural 

rights, and the other blessings which the Author of existence has bestowed upon man; and 

whenever those great ends of government are not obtained, the people have a right, by common 

consent, to change it, and take such measures as to them may appear necessary to promote their 

safety and happiness.  

 

CHAPTER I: A DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE STATE 

OF VERMONT 

 

I. THAT all men are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent and 

unalienable rights, amongst which are the enjoying and defending life and liberty; acquiring, 

possessing and protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety. Therefore, 

no male person, born in this country, or brought from over sea, ought to be holden by law, to serve 

any person, as a servant, slave or apprentice, after he arrives to the age of twenty-one Years, nor 

female, in like manner, after she arrives to the age of eighteen years, unless they are bound by their 

own consent, after they arrive to such age, or bound by law, for the payment of debts, damages, 

fines, costs, or the like.  

 

III. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship ALMIGHTY GOD, according to 

the dictates of their own consciences and understanding, regulated by the word of GOD; and that 

no man ought, or of right can be compelled to attend any religious worship, or erect, or support 

any place of worship, or maintain any minister, contrary to the dictates of his conscience; nor can 

any man who professes the protestant religion, be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right, as 

a citizen, on account of his religious sentiment, or peculiar mode of religious worship, and that no 

authority can, or ought to be vested in, or assumed by, any power whatsoever, that shall, in any 

case, interfere with, or in any manner controul, the rights of conscience, in the free exercise of 

religious worship: nevertheless, every sect or denomination of people ought to observe the 

Sabbath, or the Lord's day, and keep up, and support, some sort of religious worship, which to 

them shall seem most agreeable to the revealed will of GOD.  

 

  



CHAPTER II: PLAN OR FRAME OF GOVERNMENT 

 

SECTION IX. A quorum of the house of representatives shall consist of two-thirds of the whole 

number of members elected; and having met and chosen their speaker, shall, each of them, before 

they proceed to business, take and subscribe, as well the oath of fidelity and allegiance herein after 

directed, as the following oath or affirmation, viz.  

 

" I ____ do solemnly swear, by the ever living God, (or, I do solemnly affirm in the presence of 

Almighty God) that as a member of this assembly, I will not propose or assent to any bill, vote, or 

resolution, which shall appear to me injurious to the people; nor do or consent to any act or thing 

whatever, that shall have a tendency to lessen or abridge their rights and privileges, as declared in 

the Constitution of this State; but will, in all things' conduct myself as a faithful, honest 

representative and guardian of the people, according to the best of my judgment and abilities."  

 

And each member, before he takes his seat, shall make and subscribe the following declaration, 

viz.  

 

" I ____ do believe in one God, the Creator and Governor of the Diverse, the rewarder of the good 

and punisher of the wicked. And I do acknowledge the scriptures of the old and new testament to 

be given by divine inspiration, and own and profess the protestant religion."  

And no further or other religious test shall ever, hereafter, be required of any civil officer or 

magistrate in this State.  

 

SECTION XXVIII. That no person, shall be capable of holding any civil office, in this State, 

except he has acquired, and maintains a good moral character.  

 

SECTION XLI. Laws for the encouragement of virtue and prevention of vice and immorality, shall 

be made and constantly kept in force; and provision shall be made for their due execution; and all 

religious societies or bodies of men, that have or may be hereafter united and incorporated, for the 

advancement of religion and learning, or for other pious and charitable purposes, shall be 

encouraged and protected in the enjoyment of the privileges, immunities and estates which they, 

in justice, ought to enjoy, under such regulations; as the General Assembly of this State shall direct.  

 

SECTION XLIII. The declaration of rights is hereby declared to be part of the Constitution of this 

State, and ought never to be violated, on any presence whatsoever.  

 



Excerpts from the Constitution of South Carolina, dated 19 March 1778 

 

XXI. And whereas the ministers of the gospel are by their profession dedicated to the service of 

God and the cure of souls, and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their function, 

therefore no minister of the gospel or public preacher of any religious persuasion, while he 

continues in the exercise of his pastoral function, and for two years after, shall be eligible either as 

governor, lieutenant-governor, a member of the senate, house of representatives, or privy council 

in this State.  

 

XXXVIII. That all persons and religious societies who acknowledge that there is one God, and a 

future state of rewards and punishments, and that God is publicly to be worshipped, shall be freely 

tolerated. The Christian Protestant religion shall be deemed, and is hereby constituted and declared 

to be, the established religion of this State. That all denominations of Christian Protestants in this 

State, demeaning themselves peaceably and faithfully, shall enjoy equal religious and civil 

privileges. To accomplish this desirable purpose without injury to the religious property of those 

societies of Christians which are by law already incorporated for the purpose of religious worship, 

and to put it fully into the power of every other society of Christian Protestants, either already 

formed or hereafter to be formed, to obtain the like incorporation, it is hereby constituted, 

appointed, and declared that the respective societies of the Church of England that are already 

formed in this State for the purpose of religious worship shall still continue incorporate and hold 

the religious property now in their possession. And that whenever fifteen or more male persons, 

not under twenty-one years of age, professing the Christian Protestant religion, and agreeing to 

unite themselves In a society for the purposes of religious worship, they shall, (on complying with 

the terms hereinafter mentioned,) be, and be constituted a church, and be esteemed and regarded 

in law as of the established religion of the State, and on a petition to the legislature shall be entitled 

to be incorporated and to enjoy equal privileges. That every society of Christians so formed shall 

give themselves a name or denomination by which they shall be called and known in law, and all 

that associate with them for the purposes of worship shall be esteemed as belonging to the society 

so called. But that previous to the establishment and incorporation of the respective societies of 

every denomination as aforesaid, and in order to entitle them thereto, each society so petitioning 

shall have agreed to and subscribed in a book the following five articles, without which no 

agreement fir union of men upon presence of religion shall entitle them to be incorporated and 

esteemed as a church of the established religion of this State:  

 

1st. That there is one eternal God, and a future state of rewards and punishments.  

2d. That God is publicly to be worshipped.  

3d. That the Christian religion is the true religion  

4th. That the holy scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are of divine inspiration, and are the 

rule of faith and practice.  

5th. That it is lawful and the duty of every man being thereunto called by those that govern, to bear 

witness to the truth.  

 

  



And that every inhabitant of this State, when called to make an appeal to God as a witness to truth, 

shall be permitted to do it in that way which is most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience.  

 

And that the people of this State may forever enjoy the right of electing their own pastors or clergy, 

and at the same time that the State may have sufficient security for the due discharge of the pastoral 

office, by those who shall be admitted to be clergymen, no person shall officiate as minister of any 

established church who shall not have been chosen by a majority of the society to which he shall 

minister, or by persons appointed by the said majority, to choose and procure a minister for them; 

nor until the minister so chosen and appointed shall have made and subscribed to the following 

declaration, over and above the aforesaid five articles, viz: "That he is determined by God's grace 

out of the holy scriptures, to instruct the people committed to his charge, and to teach nothing as 

required of necessity to eternal salvation but that which he shall be persuaded may be concluded 

and proved from the scripture; that he will use both public and private admonitions, as well to the 

sick as to the whole within his cure, as need shall require and occasion shall be given, and that he 

will be diligent in prayers, and in reading of the same; that he will be diligent to frame and fashion 

his own self and his family according to the doctrine of Christ, and to make both himself and them, 

as much as in him lieth, wholesome examples and patterns to the flock of Christ; that he will 

maintain and set forwards, as much as he can, quietness, peace, and love among all people, and 

especially among those that are or shall be committed to lids charge. No person shall disturb or 

molest any religious assembly; nor shall use any reproachful, reviling, or abusive language against 

any church, that being the certain way of disturbing the peace, and of hindering the conversion of 

any to the truth, by engaging them in quarrels and animosities, to the hatred of the professors, and 

that profession which otherwise they might be brought to assent to. To person whatsoever shall 

speak anything in their religious assembly irreverently or seditiously of the government of this 

State. No person shall, by law, be obliged to pay towards the maintenance and support of a religious 

worship that he does not freely join in, or has not voluntarily engaged to support. But the churches, 

chapels, parsonages, globes, and all other property now belonging to any societies of the Church 

of England, or any other religious societies, shall remain and be secured to them forever. The poor 

shall be supported, and elections managed in the accustomed manner, until laws shall be provided 

to adjust those matters in the most equitable way.  

  



Excerpts from the Constitution of Massachusetts, dated 15 June 1780 

 

PREAMBLE  

 

The end of the institution, maintenance, and administration of government is to secure the 

existence of the body-politic, to protect it, and to furnish the individuals who compose it with the 

power of enjoying, in safety and tranquillity, their natural rights and the blessings of life; and 

whenever these great objects are not obtained the people have a right to alter the government, and 

to take measures necessary for their safety, prosperity, and happiness.  

 

The body politic is formed by a voluntary association of individuals; it is a social compact by 

which the whole people covenants with each citizen and each citizen with the whole people that 

all shall be governed by certain laws for the common good. It is the duty of the people, therefore, 

in framing a constitution of government, to provide for an equitable mode of making laws, as well 

as for an impartial interpretation and a faithful execution of them; that every man may, at all times, 

find his security in them.  

 

We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts, acknowledging, with grateful hearts, the goodness of 

the great Legislator of the universe, in affording us, in the course of His providence, an opportunity, 

deliberately and peaceably, without fraud, violence, or surprise, of entering into an original, 

explicit, and solemn compact with each other, and of forming a new constitution of civil 

government for ourselves and posterity; and devoutly imploring His direction in so interesting a 

design, do agree upon, ordain, and establish the following declaration of rights and frame of 

government as the constitution of the commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

 

PART THE FIRST  

A Declaration of the Rights of the Inhabitants of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

 

Art. II. It is the right as well as the duty of all men in society, publicly and at stated seasons, to 

worship the Supreme Being, the great Creator and Preserver of the universe. And no subject shall 

be hurt, molested, or restrained, in his person, liberty, or estate, for worshipping God in the manner 

and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience, or for his religious profession or 

sentiments, provided he doth not disturb the public peace or obstruct others in their religious 

worship.  

 

  



Art. III. As the happiness of a people and the good order and preservation of civil government 

essentially depend upon piety, religion, and morality, and as these cannot be generally diffused 

through a community but by the institution of the public worship of God and of the public 

instructions in piety, religion, and morality: Therefore, To promote their happiness and to secure 

the good order and preservation of their government, the people of this commonwealth have a right 

to invest their legislature with power to authorize and require, and the legislature shall, from time 

to time, authorize and require, the several towns, parishes, precincts, and other bodies-politic or 

religious societies to make suitable provision, at their own expense, for the institution of the public 

worship of God and for the support and maintenance of public Protestant teachers of piety, religion, 

and morality in all cases where such provision shall not be made voluntarily.  

And the people of this commonwealth have also a right to, and do, invest their legislature with 

authority to enjoin upon all the subject an attendance upon the instructions of the public teachers 

aforesaid, at stated times and seasons, if there be any on whose instructions they can 

conscientiously and conveniently attend.  

 

Provided, notwithstanding, That the several towns, parishes, precincts, and other bodies-politic, or 

religious societies, shall at all times have the exclusive right and electing their public teachers and 

of contracting with them for their support and maintenance.  

 

And all moneys paid by the subject to the support of public worship and of public teachers 

aforesaid shall, if he require it, be uniformly applied to the support of the public teacher or teachers 

of his own religious sect or denomination, provided there be any on whose instructions he attends; 

othewise it may be paid toward the support of the teacher or teachers of the parish or precinct in 

which the said moneys are raised.  

 

And every denomination of Christians, demeaning themselves peaceably and as good subjects of 

the commonwealth, shall be equally under the protection of the law; and no subordination of any 

sect or denomination to another shall ever be established by law.  

 

CHAPTER V.--THE UNIVERSITY AT CAMBRIDGE, AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF 

LITERATURE, ETC.  

Section 1.--The University  

Article I. Whereas our wise and pious ancestors, so early as the year [1636], laid the foundation of 

Harvard College, in which university many persons of great prominence have, by the blessing of 

God, been initiated in those arts and sciences which qualified them for the public employments, 

both in church and State; and whereas the encouragement of arts and sciences, and all good 

literature, tends to the honor of God, the advantage of the Christian religion, and the great benefit 

of this and the other other United States of America, it is declared, that the president and fellows 

of Harvard College, in their corporate capacity, and their successors in that capacity, their officers 

and servants, shall have, hold, use, exercise, and enjoy all the powers, authorities, rights, liberties, 

privileges, immunities, and franchises which they now have, or are entitled to have, hold, use, 

exercise, and enjoy; and the same are hereby ratified and confirmed unto them, the said president 

and fellows of Harvard College, and to their successors, and to their officers and servants, 

respectively, forever.  

 

 



CHAPTER VI.  

Article I. Any person chosen governor, lieutenant-governor, councillor, senator, or representative, 

and accepting the trust, shall, before he proceed to execute the duties of his place or office, make 

and subscribe the following declaration, viz:  

 

"I, A.B., do declare that I believe the Christian religion, and have a firm persuasion of its truth; 

and that I am seized and possessed, in my own right, of the property required by the constitution, 

as one qualification for the office or place to which I am elected."  

 

Provided always, That when any person, chosen and appointed as aforesaid, shall be of the 

denomination of people called Quakers, and shall decline taking the said oaths, he shall make his 

affirmation in the foregoing form, and subscribe the same, omitting the words, "I do swear," "and 

abjure," "oath or," "and abjuration," in the first oath; and in the second oath, the words, "swear 

and," and in each of them the words, "So help me, God;" subjoining instead thereof, "This I do 

under the pains and penalites of perjury."  

 

  



Excerpts from the Constitution of New Hampshire, dated 2 June 1784 

 

PART I. – THE BILL OF RIGHTS 

 

V. Every individual has a natural and unalienable right to worship GOD according to the dictates 

of his own conscience, and reason; and no subject shall be hurt, molested, or restrained in his 

person, liberty or estate for worshiping GOD, in the manner and season most agreeable to the 

dictates of his own conscience, or for his religious profession, sentiments or persuasion; provided 

he doth not disturb the public peace, or disturb others, in their religious worship.  

 

VI. As morality and piety, rightly grounded on evangelical principles, will give the best and 

greatest security to government, and will lay in the hearts of men the strongest obligations to due 

subjection; and as the knowledge of these, is most likely to be propagated through a society by the 

institution of the public worship of the DEITY, and of public instruction in morality and religion; 

therefore, to promote those important purposes, the people of this state have a right to impower, 

and do hereby fully impower the legislature to authorize from time to time, the several towns, 

parishes, bodies corporate, or religious societies within this state, to make adequate provision at 

their own expence, for the support and maintenance of public protestant teachers of piety, religion 

and morality:  

 

Provided notwithstanding, That the several towns, parishes, bodies-corporate, or religious 

societies, shall at all times have the exclusive right of electing their own public teachers, and of 

contracting with them for their support and maintenance. And no portion of any one particular 

religious sect or denomination, shall ever be compelled to pay towards the support of the teacher 

or teachers of another persuasion, sect or denomination.  

 

And every denomination of christians demeaning themselves quietly, and as good subjects of the 

state, shall be equally under the protection of the law: and no subordination of any one sect or 

denomination to another, shall ever be established by law.  

 

And nothing herein shall be understood to affect any former contracts made for the support of the 

ministry; but all such contracts shall remain, and be in the same state as if this constitution had not 

been made.  

 

XIII. No person who is conscientiously scrupulous about the lawfulness of bearing arms, shall be 

compelled thereto, provided he will pay an equivalent.  

 

 

  



 

Excerpts from the Constitution of Vermont, dated 4 July 1786 

 

WHEREAS all government ought to be instituted and supported for the security and protection of 

the community as such, and to enable the individuals, who compose it, to enjoy their natural rights, 

and the other blessings which the Author of existence has bestowed upon man: and whenever those 

great ends of government are not obtained, the people have a right, by common consent, to change 

it, and take such measures as to them may appear necessary to promote their safety and happiness.  

 

CHAPTER I: A DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE, INHABITANTS OF THE STATE 

OF VERMONT 

 

I. THAT all men are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent and 

unalienable rights; amongst which are, the enjoying and defending life and liberty-acquiring, 

possessing and protecting property-and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety. Therefore, 

no male person, born in this country, or brought from over sea, ought to be holden by law to serve 

any person, as a servant, slave, or apprentice, after he arrives to the age of twenty one Years; nor 

female, in like manner, after she arrives to the age of eighteen years; unless they are bound by their 

own consent after they arrive to such age; or bound by law for the payment of debts, damages, 

fines, costs, or the like.  

 

III. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the 

dictates of their own consciences and understandings, as In their opinion shall be regulated by the 

word of God; and that no man ought, or of right can be compelled to attend any religious worship, 

or erect or support any place of worship, or maintain any minister, contrary to the dictates of his 

conscience; nor can any man be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on 

account of his religious sentiments, or peculiar mode of religious worship; and that no authority 

can, or ought to be vested in, or assumed by any power whatsoever, that shall in any case interfere 

with, or in any manner control the rights of conscience, in the free exercise of religious worship: 

Nevertheless, every sect or denomination of Christians ought to observe the Sabbath or Lord's day, 

and keep up some sort of religious worship, which to them shall seem most agreeable to the 

revealed will of God.  

 

  



CHAP. II:  PLAN OR FRAME OF GOVERNMENT 

 

XII. The representatives, having met, and chosen their speaker and clerk, shall each of them, before 

they proceed to business, take and subscribe, as well the oath or affirmation of allegiance herein 

after directed (except where they, shall produce certificates of their having heretofore taken and 

subscribed the same) as the following oath or affirmation, viz.  

 

You- do solenmly swear, (or affirm) that, as a member of this Assembly, you will not propose or 

assent to any bill, vote, or resolution, which shall appear to you injurious to the people; nor do nor 

consent to any act or thing whatever, that shall have a tendency to lessen or abridge their rights 

and privileges as declared by the Constitution of this State; but will, in all things, conduct yourself 

as a faithful, honest representative and guardian of the people, according to the best of your 

judgment and abilities. (In case of an oath) So help you God. (And in case of an affirmation) Under 

the pains anal penalties of perjury.  

 

And each member, before he takes his seat, shall make and subscribe the following declaration, 

viz.  

 

You do believe in one God, the Creator and Governor of the Universe, the rewarder of the good, 

and punisher of the wicked. And you do acknowledge the scriptures of the Old and New Testament 

to be given by divine inspiration; and own and profess the Protestant religion.  

And no further or other religious test shall ever hereafter be required of any civil officer or 

magistrate, in this State.  

 

XXXIX. The declaration of the political rights and privileges of the inhabitants of this State, is 

hereby declared to be a part of the Constitution of this Commonwealth; and ought not to be violated 

on any presence whatsoever.  

  



Excerpts from the Northwest Ordinance, date 13 July 1787 

  

An Ordinance for the government of the Territory of the United States northwest of the River Ohio.  

 

Sec. 13. And, for extending the fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty, which form 

the basis whereon these republics, their laws and constitutions are erected; to fix and establish 

those principles as the basis of all laws, constitutions, and governments, which forever hereafter 

shall be formed in the said territory: to provide also for the establishment of States, and permanent 

government therein, and for their admission to a share in the federal councils on an equal footing 

with the original States, at as early periods as may be consistent with the general interest:  

 

Sec. 14. It is hereby ordained and declared by the authority aforesaid, That the following articles 

shall be considered as articles of compact between the original States and the people and States in 

the said territory and forever remain unalterable, unless by common consent, to wit:  

 

Art. 1. No person, demeaning himself in a peaceable and orderly manner, shall ever be molested 

on account of his mode of worship or religious sentiments, in the said territory.  

 

Art. 3. Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good government and the happiness 

of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged. The utmost good 

faith shall always be observed towards the Indians; their lands and property shall never be taken 

from them without their consent; and, in their property, rights, and liberty, they shall never be 

invaded or disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars authorized by Congress; but laws founded in 

justice and humanity, shall from time to time be made for preventing wrongs being done to them, 

and for preserving peace and friendship with them.  

 

Art. 4. The said territory, and the States which may be formed therein, shall forever remain a part 

of this Confederacy of the United States of America, subject to the Articles of Confederation, and 

to such alterations therein as shall be constitutionally made; and to all the acts and ordinances of 

the United States in Congress assembled, conformable thereto… 

  

Art. 5. There shall be formed in the said territory, not less than three nor more than five States… 

 

Art. 6. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than 

in the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly convicted: Provided, always, 

That any person escaping into the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any 

one of the original States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person 

claiming his or her labor or service as aforesaid.  
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Excerpts from the United States Constitution, dated 17 September 1787 (put in force after 

ratification by the States on 4 March 1789) 

 

Article I 

Section 9 

 

The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper 

to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and 

eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each 

Person. 

 

Article. VI. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State 

Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several 

States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test 

shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.  

 

 

 

 

…done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of 

September in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the 

Independance of the United States of America the Twelfth In witness whereof We have hereunto 

subscribed our Names, 

 

  



The Original Resolution of the First Congress Submitting Twelve Amendments to the 

Constitution, dated 4 March 1789  

 

THE Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their adopting the Constitution, 

expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further 

declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of public 

confidence in the Government, will best ensure the beneficent ends of its institution:  

 

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in 

Congress assembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring, that the following Articles be proposed 

to the Legislatures of the several States, as Amendments to the Constitution of the United States, 

all or any of which Articles, when ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to 

all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution; viz:  

 

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, 

proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth 

Article of the original Constitution.  

 

Article the first [Failed Adoption]. . . After the first enumeration required by the first Article of the 

Constitution, there shall be one Representative for every thirty thousand, until the number shall 

amount to one hundred, after which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there 

shall be not less than one hundred Representatives, nor less than one Representative for every forty 

thousand persons, until the number of Representatives shall amount to two hundred, after which 

the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall not be less than two hundred 

Representatives, nor more than one Representative for every fifty thousand persons.  

 

Article the second [Failed Adoption]. . . No law, varying the compensation for the services of the 

Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have 

intervened.  

 

Article the third [Became First] . . . Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 

press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress 

of grievances.  

 

Article the fourth [Became Second]. . . A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of 

a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.  

 

Article the fifth [Became Third]. . . No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, 

without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.  

 

Article the sixth [Became Fourth]. . . The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 

papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no 

Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly 

describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.  
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Article the seventh [Became Fifth]. . . No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise 

infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in 

the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; 

nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 

shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, 

liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, 

without just compensation.  

 

Article the eighth [Became Sixth]. . . In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right 

to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall 

have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be 

informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against 

him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance 

of Counsel for his defence.  

 

Article the ninth [Became Seventh]. . . In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy 

shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, 

shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of 

the common law.  

 

Article the tenth [Became Eighth]. . . Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 

imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.  

 

Article the eleventh [Became Ninth]. . . The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, 

shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.  

 

Article the twelfth [Became Tenth]. . . The powers not delegated to the United States by the 

Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 

people.  

 

 

  



Excerpts from the Constitution of Kentucky, dated 19 April 1792 

 

ARTICLE IX. 

The Legislature shall have no power to pass laws for the emancipation of slaves without the 

consent of their owners, or without paying their owners, previous to such emancipation, a full 

equivalent in money for the slaves so emancipated; they shall have no power to prevent emigrants 

to this State from bringing with them such persons as are deemed slaves by the laws of any one of 

the United States, so long as any person of the same age or description shall be continued in slavery 

by the laws of this State; that they shall pass laws to permit the owners of slaves to emancipate 

them, saving the rights of creditors, and preventing them from becoming a charge to the county in 

which they reside; they shall have full power to prevent slaves being brought into this State as 

merchandise; they shall have full power to prevent any slave being brought into this State from a 

foreign country, and to prevent those from being brought into this State who have been, since the 

first day of January, one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine, or may hereafter be, imported 

into any of the United States from a foreign country. And they shall have full power to pass such 

laws as may be necessary, to oblige the owners of slaves to treat them with humanity, to provide 

for them necessary clothing and provisions, to abstain from all injuries to them extending to life 

or limb; and in case of their neglect or refusal to comply with the directions of such laws, to have 

such slave or slaves sold for the benefit of their owner or owners. 

 

ARTICLE XII. 

That the general, great and essential principles of liberty and free government may be recognized 

and established, WE DECLARE 

 

III. That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to the 

dictates of their own consciences; that no man can of right be compelled to attend, erect, or support 

any place of worship, or to maintain any ministry against his consent; that no human authority can, 

in any case whatever, control or interfere with the rights of conscience; and that no preference shall 

ever be given by law to any religious societies or modes of worship. 

 

IV. That the civil rights, privileges, or capacities of any citizen shall in nowise be diminished or 

enlarged on account of his religion. 

  



Excerpts from the Constitution of Tennessee, dated 6 February 1796 

 

Article 4th 

 

Section 7th The legislature shall pass laws exempting citizens, belonging to any sect or 

denomination of religion the tenets of which are known to be opposed to the bearing of arms, from 

attending private and general musters. 

 

Article 8th  

 

Section 1st Whereas the ministers of the gospel are, by their professions, dedicated to God and the 

case of souls, and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their functions; therefore no 

minister of the gospel, or priest of any denomination whatever, shall be eligible to a seat in either 

house of the legislature. 

 

Section 2nd No person who denies the being of god, or a future state of rewards and punishments, 

shall hold any office in the civil department of this State. 

 

Article 10th 

 

Section 4th The declaration of rights hereto annexed is declared to be a part of the constitution of 

this State, and shall never be violated on any pretence whatever. And to guard against 

transgressions of the high powers which we have delegated, we declare that everything in the bill 

of rights contained, and every other right not hereby delegated, is excepted out of the general 

powers of government, and shall forever remain inviolate. 

 

Article 11th 

 

Declaration of Rights 

 

Section 3rd That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according 

to the dictates of their own consciences; that no man can of right be compelled to attend, erect, or 

support any place of worship, or to maintain any ministry against his consent; that no human 

authority can in any case whatever control or interfere with the rights of conscience; and that no 

preference shall ever be given by law to any religious establishments or modes of worship. 

 

Section 4th That no religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or public 

trust under this State.  

 

 

 

  



Excerpts from President Washington’s Farewell Address, published 19 September 1796 

 

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are 

indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor 

to subvert these great pillars of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of men and 

citizens. The mere politician, equally with the pious man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A 

volume could not trace all their connections with private and public felicity. Let it simply be asked: 

Where is the security for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obligation desert 

the oaths which are the instruments of investigation in courts of justice? And let us with caution 

indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be 

conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and 

experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious 

principle.  

… 

 

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations; cultivate peace and harmony with all. Religion 

and morality enjoin this conduct; and can it be, that good policy does not equally enjoin it - It will 

be worthy of a free, enlightened, and at no distant period, a great nation, to give to mankind the 

magnanimous and too novel example of a people always guided by an exalted justice and 

benevolence. Who can doubt that, in the course of time and things, the fruits of such a plan would 

richly repay any temporary advantages which might be lost by a steady adherence to it? Can it be 

that Providence has not connected the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue? The 

experiment, at least, is recommended by every sentiment which ennobles human nature. Alas! is 

it rendered impossible by its vices?  

  



Excerpts from the Constitution of Ohio, dated 29 November 1803 

 

ARTICLE VIII. BILL OF RIGHTS. 

 

That the general, great and essential principles of liberty and free government may be recognized 

and forever unalterably established, we declare: 

 

sec 2. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in this State, otherwise than for the 

punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted; nor shall any male person, 

arrived at the age of twenty-one years, or female person arrived at the age of eighteen years, be 

held to serve any person as a servant, under the pretense of indenture or otherwise, unless such 

person shall enter into such indenture while in a state of perfect freedom, and on a condition of a 

bona fide consideration, received or to be received, for their service, except as before excepted. 

Nor shall any indenture of any negro or mulatto, hereafter made and executed out of the State, or 

if made in the State, where the term of service exceeds one year, be of the least validity, except 

those given in the case of apprenticeships. 

 

sec 3. That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to 

the dictates of conscience; that no human authority can, in any case whatever, control or interfere 

with the rights of conscience; that no man shall be compelled to attend, erect or support any place 

of worship, or to maintain any ministry, against his consent, and that no preference shall ever be 

given, by law, to any religious society or mode of worship, and no religious test shall be required 

as a qualification to any office of trust or profit. But religion, morality and knowledge being 

essentially necessary to good government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means 

of instructions shall forever be encouraged by legislative provision not inconsistent with the rights 

of conscience. 

 

  



Excerpts from the Constitution of Louisiana, dated 22 January 1812 

 

Article II 

 

Sect. 22nd. No person while he continues to exercise the functions of a clergyman, priest or teacher 

of any religious persuasion, society or sect, shall be eligible to the general assembly, or to any 

office of profit or trust under this State. 

 

Article III 

 

Sect. 6th. No member of Congress, or person holding any office under the United States, or 

minister of any religious society, shall be eligible to the office of Governor. 

 

Sect. 22nd. The free white men of this State, shall be armed and disciplined for its defence; but 

those who belong to religious societies, whose tenets forbid them to carry arms, shall not be 

compelled so to do, but shall pay an equivalent for personal service.  

 

Article VI 

 

Sect. 14th. No members of Congress, nor person holding or exercising any office of trust or profit 

under the United States, or either of them, or under any foreign powers shall be eligible as a 

member of the general assembly of this State, or hold or exercise any office of trust or profit under 

the same. 

 



Excerpts from the Constitution of Indiana, dated 29 June 1816 

 

Article I 

 

Sect. 3. That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God, according to 

the dictates of their own consciences: That no man shall be compelled to attend, erect, or support 

any place of Worship, or to maintain any ministry against his consent: That no human authority 

can, in any case whatever, control or interfere with the rights of conscience: And that no preference 

shall ever be given by law to any religious societies, or modes of worship; and no religious test 

shall be required as a qualification to any office of trust or profit. 

 

Article VII 

 

Sect. 1. The Militia of the State of Indiana shall consist of all free able bodied male persons; 

Negroes, Mulattoes and Indians excepted, resident in the said state, between the ages of eighteen, 

and forty-five years, except such persons as now are, or hereafter may be exempted by the laws of 

the United States, or of this State; and shall be armed, equipped, and trained, as the general 

Assembly may provide by law. 

 

Sect. 2. No person or persons conscientiously scrupulous of bearing arms, shall be compelled to 

do Militia duty; provided such person or persons shall pay an equivalent for such exemption; which 

equivalent shall be collected annually, by a civil officer, and be hereafter fixed by law, and shall 

be equal as near as may be, to the lowest fines assessed on those privates in the Militia, who may 

neglect or refuse to perform Militia duty. 

 

Article XI 

 

Sect. 7. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in this state, otherwise than for the 

punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. Nor shall any indenture 

of any negro or mulatto hereafter made, and executed out of the bounds of this state be of any 

validity within the state. 

  



Excerpts from the Constitution of Michigan, dated 1835 

 

ARTICLE I  

BILL OF RIGHTS 

 

Religious worship. 

4. Every person has a right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of his own 

conscience; and no person can of right be compelled to attend, erect, or support, against his will, 

any place of religious worship, or pay any tithes, taxes or other rates, for the support of any minister 

of the gospel or teacher of religion. 

 

Support of religious societies; by state treasury prohibited 

5. No money shall be drawn from the treasury for the benefit of religious societies, or theological 

or religious seminaries. 

 

Rights of conscience. 

6. The civil and religious rights, privileges and capacities of no individual shall be diminished or 

enlarged on account of his opinions or belief concerning matters of religion. 

 

ARTICLE XI 

PROHIBITION OF SLAVERY 

 

Slavery prohibited. 

1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever be introduced into this state, except for the 

punishment of crimes of which the party shall have been duly convicted. 

 


