ACTi is basica”g a sequcl to Lukc‘s gospcl (Acts 1:1—5). ]t Proviclc:s an historical framework
for the remainder of the New Testamcnt. ] have Placcd the various letters of the New Tcstamcnt
where ] believe theg most [ikelg occurred in the Acts timeline. Eacl’l letter will be Preceded bg a brief

introductorg overview.

33/34 =1490"™ Year of the Exodus (continued)
3%6 = Pentecost'” - Establishment of the Church at Jerusalem
» Acts 2:1-41
Life Within the Early Church
» Acts 2:42-47
Sanhedrin’s Persecution of Peter & John
» Acts 3:1-4:31
Sharing within the Early Church
» Acts 4:32-37
Deaths of Ananias & Sapphira
» Acts 5:1-11
Sanhedrin’s Continued Persecution of the Apostles
» Acts 5:12-42

Year Beginning 7*1*”° in 33 = 207™ Sabbatical Year
Perhaps During the Fall and/or Winter
Appointment of the 1% Servants*’’ (a.k.a. Deacons
» Acts 6:1-7
Stoning of Stephen
» Acts 6:8-8:2
Church Scattered by Persecution Led by Saul of Tarsus
» Acts 8:3-4 (cf. Acts 22:3-5a; 26:4-11; Galatians 1:13-14)
» Acts 11:19
Philip Evangelizes Samaria
» Acts 8:5-13
Peter and John Impart Supernatural Gifts of the Spirit at Samaria*”’
» Acts 8:14-25

408
)

“* SAT/SUN 23/24 MAY in 33.

“° SUN/MON 13/14 SEP in 33.

7 The need for men to oversee food distribution may have been precipitated, in part, by the Jewish
observance of the Sabbatical Year in the Fall of 33. This would have been especially important for the
poor and destitute believers who, after confessing faith in Jesus as Messiah, would have been denied access
to the Sabbatical food stores by the Jewish leadership.

% The English word Deacon comes from the Greek root diakon-, the various forms of which deal with
physical service done by an individual for someone else.

991 think it particularly instructive that while Philip [upon whom the Apostles had earlier laid their hands
(Acts 6:5-6)] displayed supernatural abilities, Philip's converts [who obviously already had the indwelling
gift of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9; Acts 2:38)] had to receive the supernatural gifts of the Spirit by Peter
and John laying hands on them. It appears to me that these supernaturally gifts were imparted by the laying
on of the Apostles' hands.
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Year Beginning 1*1 in 34 = 1491% Year of the Exodus/2" Year of the Church
Possibly During the Spring and/or Summer
Philip Evangelizes the Treasurer of Ethiopia
» Acts 8:26-39
Philip Evangelizes the Cities Between Azotus and Caesarea
» Acts 8:40
Probably During the Summer - Saul’s Conversion at Damascus
» Acts 9:1-19a (cf. Acts 22:5b-16; 26:12-18; Galatians 1:15-16)

Between 34 and 36
Saul Makes a Brief Visit to Arabia*'
» Galatians 1:17a
Saul Returns to Damascus, Defending Jesus as Messiah in the Synagogues
» Galatians 1:17b
» Acts 9:19-22 (cf. Acts 26:19-20a)

James was one of Jesus’ four half-brothers (Matthew 15:55)‘ A!tl’yough James still did not
believe that Jcsus was Mcssiahjust six months Prior to the crucifixion (Jol‘m 7:5), actua”g seeing the
resurrecte rist made a believer of him (1 orinthians 15:7). most immediate e become the

d Ch de a bel fhim (1 C h ). Al diately he b h
most influential leader within the newlg established (Church at Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; 15:1%; 21:18;
(alatians 1:19;2:9; 2:12). [e Faitl‘w?u”g served the | ord in this caPacitg until his i”cga] execution }Jg
the Jewish Ieaclers!’:ip shortly before the |sraeli revolt against Roman rule in 66 (Antiguities 20.9.1).
s an |sraeli, leading an |sraeli congregation in the ancient |sraeli capital, he addressed the book o

As an |srach leading an |sracl congreg h Jsracli capital, he addressed the book of

‘AME& as a genera] letter to the Twelve Tribes of ]srael scattered t%rougl’xout the Roman E_mpire‘
Because Gentile believers are not mentioned angwhere in the |et’cer, ] am convinced it was written

before the conversion of Cornelius, making it the carliest writing of the New T estament.
» James 1:1-5:20

Year Beginning 1*1 in 36 = 1493" Year of the Exodus/4™ Year of the Church
Probably During the Summer
Saul Escapes from Damascus”''
» Acts 9:23-25
Saul Visits Jerusalem
» Acts 9:26-29
» Acts 22:17-21 (cf. Acts 26:20b; Galatians 1:18-20)
Saul Returns to Tarsus
» Acts 9:30 (cf. Galatians 1:21-24)

#1971t is possible that Saul, during this very significant crisis in his spiritual life, visited Mt. Sinai in Arabia
(Galatians 4:25) for a time of private contemplation, even as Elijah did so many years before (1 Kings 19).
' Paul, who was well-known for his gospel about a king from Galilee, probably had to flee Damascus
when supporters of King Aretas of Arabia took control of the city (2 Corinthians 11:32) during Aretas'
border war with Herod Antipas, the fetrarch of Galilee. This war occurred after Herod divorced Aretas’
daughter so that he could marry his sister-in-law, Herodias (Antiquities 18.5.1). Josephus reveals that some
Jews considered Herod’s defeat as divine retribution for his execution of John the Immerser (Antiquities
18.5.2).
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Probably Between 37 and 41*"2
Ministry of Peter in Lydda and Joppa
» Acts 9:31-43
Conversion of Cornelius the Centurion
» Acts 10:1-11:18
Conversion of Many Gentiles at Antioch, Syria
» Acts 11:20-21

Year Beginning 1*1 in 42 = 1499™ Year of the Exodus/10™ Year of the Church
Perhaps During the Summer - Barnabas Ministers at Antioch
» Acts 11:22-24

Year Beginning 1*1 in 43 = 1500™ Year of the Exodus/11™ Year of the Church
Probably in the Spring - Barnabas Brings Saul to Antioch to Assist Him*"?
» Acts 11:25-26

Year Beginning 1*1 in 44 = 1501* Year of the Exodus/12™ Year of the Church
Spring - Financial Assistance Sent to Jerusalem via Barnabas and Saul
» Acts 11:27-30
1*14-22 = Passover/Unleavened Bread*' - Agrippa Persecutes the Apostles
» Acts 12:1-19
Summer - Agrippa Dies at Caesarea®"’
» Acts 12:20-24
Probably During the Summer - Barnabas and Saul Bring John Mark to Antioch
» Acts 12:25
Perhaps Late Summer or Early Fall - Barnabas and Saul Sent Out from Antioch*'®
» Acts 13:1-3
Perhaps During the Winter - Barnabas and Saul Evangelize on Cyprus”'
» Acts 13:4-12

7

*1> This was roughly equivalent to the Emperor Gaius's reign who, during his final year of rule,
unsuccessfully attempted to have his image placed within the Temple (Antiquities 18.8).

13 Based on the fact that Barnabas and Saul were sent to Judea around Passover in 44, after spending a full
year working together at Antioch.

“ THU/FRI 31 APR/1 MAY — FRI/SAT 8/9 MAY.

*13 Josephus also describes the agonizing death of Herod Agrippa (Antiquities 19.8.2).

1 Barnabas and Saul may have sailed to Cyprus before ship traffic ceased in the fall of 44 — i.e., prior the
fast of Yom Kippur (cf. Acts 27:9).

*I7 Barnabas and Saul may have passed the winter of 44/45 on Cyprus, preaching their way across the
island. Take special note of how Saul became Paul after his part in the conversion of Sergius Paulus (Acts
13:9). Roman citizens sometimes adopted the name of a patron as their own. It is quite possible that
Paulus lent some significant support to Saul, prompting him to begin using the name Paul in honor of that
assistance.
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Year Beginning 1*1 in 45 = 1502"" Year of the Exodus/13™ Year of the Church

Perhaps During the Spring, Summer and Fall

John Mark Returns to Jerusalem®'®

» Acts 13:13

Barnabas and Paul Evangelize at Antioch, Pisidia

» Acts 13:14-52

Barnabas and Paul Evangelize at Iconium

» Acts 14:1-6a

Barnabas and Paul Evangelize at Laconia and Lystra

» Acts 14:6a-20a
Perhaps During the Winter - Barnabas and Paul Evangelize at Derbe
» Acts 14:20b-21a

Year Beginning 1*1 in 46 = 1503™ Year of the Exodus/14™ Year of the Church
Perhaps During the Spring and Summer
Barnabas and Paul Evangelize Appoint Elders in Lystra, [conium & Antioch
» Acts 14:21b-24
Barnabas and Paul Evangelize at Perga
» Acts 14:25a
Barnabas and Paul Return to Antioch, Syria*'’
» Acts 14:25b-28

Matthcw (a.ka. Levi), son of A[Phacus, was a revenue agent at CaPcmaum in Ga[i[ee before
being called bg Jesus as an apost]e‘ According to Z.ﬂd century writers, Mattl’lew wrote his gospel in the
mid-40’s, before dcparting Palestine for ministry elsewhere. T his seems reasonable, since the aPostIes
were still in Jcrusalcm at the time of Hcrocl Agrippa’s execution of James in 44, but only Feter and
Jo}m were present at the Jerusa]em Council in47 or48 (Acts 15:1-30; Galatians 2:1~1 O>‘

The gospel of MATTHEMW is very Jewish is character, but with a specia! focus on the
evangelism of the (Gentiles. Writing at a time when the idea of a”owing (Gentiles to become part of the
Church was beiﬂg oPPosed }35 some, Matthew took the oPpor‘tunitg to remind Jewish believers that

Jesus himself had intended the gospel be Preached among the (Gentiles.
» Matthew 1:1-28:20

% Barnabas and Paul may have sailed from Cyprus to Perga when ship traffic resumed in the spring of 45.

It was at this point that John Mark returned to Jerusalem, after about a year away from home.
*% The ministry of Barnabas and Paul in the interior of Asia Minor appears relatively short. It is likely that
they passed the winter of 45/46 in the interior, sailing back to Antioch during 46.
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Year Beginning 1*1 in 47 = 1504™ Year of the Exodus/15™ Year of the Church
Year Beginning 7*1 in 47 = 209™ Sabbatical Year
Perhaps During the Sabbatical Year**
Controversy About Circumcision of Gentile Converts Arises at Antioch
» Acts 15:1
Issue Discussed and Resolved at Jerusalem, Under the Direction of James
» Acts 15:4-29
Judas and Silas Deliver the Jerusalem Letter of Resolution to Antioch
» Acts 15:30-35

Year Beginning 1*1 in 48 = 1505™ Year of the Exodus/16™ Year of the Church
Perhaps During the Summer or Early Fall - Paul and Barnabas Split Up**!
» Acts 15:36-40
Probably During the Fall and Winter
Paul and Silas Minister to the Congregations in Syria and Cilicia**
» Acts 15:41
Paul, Silas and Timothy Minister to the Congregations in Phrygia and Galatia
» Acts 16:1-6

2

Paul wrote GALATIANS to the congregations of southern (Galatia, the Roman Province in
central Asia Minor where he and Bamabas had evangclized on their 1 Missionarg Joumey, and

through which he and Silas Passec] on the ZmJ Missionar9 Journe& Frobabl}j writing from somewhere
between southern Galatia and the citg of Troas in late 48 or early 49, Faul disp'agec{ his obvious
displcasure that the controversy about Genti]c circumcision, against which he had so recentlg xcought in

the Jerusalem Council, had made signiFicant inroads into southern (Galatia as well.

> Qalatians 1:1-6:18

201 believe that the so-called Jerusalem Council was probably held in 47/48, during the Sabbatical Year.

2! Since Barnabas and John Mark sailed away to Cyprus, the 2™ Missionary Journey must have begun
prior to the cessation of ship traffic in the fall of 48.
*? Paul and Silas may have spent the winter of 48/49 in the interior of Asia Minor.
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Year Beginning 1*1 in 49 = 1506"™ Year of the Exodus/17™ Year of the Church
Probably During the Spring, Summer and Fall
Paul, Silas and Timothy Evangelize at Philippi**’
» Acts 16:7-40
Paul, Silas and Timothy Evangelize at Thessalonica
» Acts 17:1-9
Paul, Silas and Timothy Evangelize at Berea
» Acts 17:10-14
Paul Evangelizes at Athens
» Acts 17:15-34
Before the End of the Year
Paul Travels on to Corint
» Acts 18:1-4
Paul, Silas and Timothy Evangelize at Corinth
» Acts 18:5-11

424
h

Paul wrote i THESSAL ONIANS from Corinth, after Silas and Timothg arrived from
Macedonia (Acts 18:5; 1 T}’lcssalonians 3:1~1 O).

> 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5:28

Faul wrote 2 THEEEAL( H\”ANj c{uring his ministry at (Corinth in order to deal with false

teacl’uing that had apparent|3 arisen from a Forgcd letter (2 T hessalonians 2:1-2; 3:17).
» 1 Thessalonians 1:1-3:18

Year Beginning 1*1 in 51 = 1508™ Year of the Exodus/19™ Year of the Church
Probably Early Summer - Paul Charged before Gallio at Corinth**’
» Acts 18:12-17

Sometime Between 51 and 54
Paul Returns to Antioch, Syria, via Ephesus & Jerusalem
» Acts 18:18-22

3 Luke, the author of Acts, traveled with Paul from Troas to Philippi, hence the change from the pronoun
“they” in Acts 16:8 to “us” and “we” in Acts 16:10, 11. They probably arrived during the spring of 49,
allowing for events in Macedonia and Achaia before Paul’s arrival at Corinth before the end of 49.

2% The edict that expelled Jews from Rome is dated to the 9™ year of Claudius (49), and was precipitated
by riots among the Jews regarding “Chrestus” (Suetonius Life of Claudius, 25), perhaps a Roman
misunderstanding about debates over Jesus’ identity as Christ. Allowing for 18 months of ministry prior to
Jewish accusations before Gallio, Paul probably arrived in Corinth before the end of 49.

2 The Jews, seeking to take advantage of a change in Roman administration, probably brought charges
against Paul shortly after Gallio’s arrival in the province of Achaia in the early summer of 51. How much
longer he spent in Corinth is unclear. Paul could have returned to Antioch in the next few years and still
satisfied the periods of time referred to in Acts 18:18, 23.

Chronological Companion to the Bible 108 Thomas J. Short




Year Beginning 1*1 in 54 = 1511™ Year of the Exodus/22"" Year of the Church
Year Beginning 7*1 in 54 = 210™ Sabbatical Year
Perhaps during the Fall and Winter
Apollos Evangelizes in Ephesus and Corint
» Acts 18:24-28
Paul Visits the Congregations of Galatia & Phrygia**’
» Acts 18:23

426
h

Probably Between 55 and 57
Paul Evangelizes at Ephesus**®
» Acts 19:1-20

Year Beginning 1*1 in 57 = 1513™ Year of the Exodus/25™ Year of the Church
Paul Plans to Travel to Jerusalem (via Macedonia and Achaia) and then to Rome
» Acts 19:21-22

FPaul wrote 1 CORINTHIANS in anticipation of a visit to (orinth later in 57, after which he

Planncd to return to Judea (1 Corinthians 16:1-9). |n it he addresses a number of very serious

Prob[ems that had arisen within the Corinthian asscmb]g.
» 1 Corinthians 1:1-16:24

57/58 = 1513"™ Year of the Exodus/25™ Year of the Church (continued)
Fall
Riot at Ephesus
» Acts 19:23-20:1
Paul Visits the Congregations in Macedonia®
» Acts 20:2
Winter - Paul Visits the Congregations in Greece”
» Acts 20:3a

29

30

FPaul wrote ROMAN 5 in anticipation that he would visit Rome slﬁort@ after his return to Judea
from Corint]ﬁ (Komans 1:15; ]5:ZO~§Z). ln it he addresses the basic aspects of faith in Jesus as
Messiah, regarc”ess of whether one is an ethnic Jew or not.

> Romans 1:1-16:27

426 Apollos may have used the Sabbatical Year as an opportunity to travel from his native Alexandria to
Ephesus in order to teach the message of John the Immerser. This account, and the account of the twelve
men encountered by Paul shortly hereafter, are amazing records of how, two decades after the resurrection
of Christ, there were still some disciples of the Immerser who had not yet heard the full gospel.

#7 Paul may have traveled overland to the interior of Asia Minor during the latter part of 54, spent the
winter in Galatia and traveled on to Ephesus in the spring or summer of 55.

% Paul spent at least two years and three months in Ephesus (Acts 19:8, 10), but referred to the period
inclusively as three years (Acts 20:31). He was probably there from the spring or summer of 55 through
the fall of 57.

29 Paul probably sailed from Ephesus to Macedonia before the end of ship traffic in the fall of 57.

9 Paul evidently spent the three winter months of 57/58 in Greece. During this time he apparently made
two visits to Corinth (2 Corinthians 12:14; 13:1).
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FPaul wrote 2 CORINTI"”ANS in anticiPatfon of a third and final visit to Corinth before his
return to Judca (Z Corinthians 12155 12:14 15:]~§)‘ ]n it he defends his aPostolic authoritg and

readdresses some of the continuing Prob[ems within the Corintl’)ian assemblg.

> 2 Corinthians 1:1-13:14

Year Beginning 1*1 in 58 = 1514™ Year of the Exodus/26™ Year of the Church
Spring
Paul, Accompanied by Many Associates, Travels to Jerusalem™®'
» Acts 20:3b-21:16
Paul Arrested During a Temple Riot**?
» Acts 21:17-22:29
Paul Addresses the Sanhedrin
» Acts 22:30-23:10
Paul Imprisoned at Caesarea
» Acts 23:11-24:26

According to ]renaus (Against Heresics 5414‘1), the gospel of ! ( JKE_ was written by Lulce, a
Phgsician (Co]ossians 4:1 ‘1”), and companion of Fau!‘ We know for certain that the author accompaniecl

Faul from Troas to Fhi]ippi in the spring of 49, during the 1 Missionarg Joumey‘ He evidentlg
remained at FhlllpPl until the sPring of 58, when, at the end of the §rd Missionarg Joumeg, he)oinccl
Paul as he sailed from that city, headfng for Jcrusalem.ﬂ} | uke’s gospe| was Probably researched and

written c{uring Faul’s two-year imPrisonment at Caesarea, from the summer of 58 to the fall of 60.

> Luke 1:1-24:54

Year Beginning 1*1 in 60 = 1517™ Year of the Exodus/28™ Year of the Church
Summer
Paul Appeals to Festus for Imperial Review
» Acts 24:27-25:12
Paul Testifies before Agrippa Il and Bernice
» Acts 25:13-26:32
Late Summer** - Paul Taken from Caesarea to Crete, on the Way to Rome
» Acts 27:1-8
Winter — Paul Shipwrecked at Malta
» Acts 27:9-28:10

1 paul departed Philippi after the Feast of Passover/Unleavened Bread in 58 = 1*¥14-22 (TUE/WED 25/26
—~WED/THU 3/4 MAY) (Acts 20:6). He hoped to arrive in Jerusalem before Pentecost = 3*9 (SUN/MON
18/19 JUN) (Acts 20:16).

2 The officer who arrested Paul assumed that he was the Egyptian Jew who had led a failed uprising at
Jerusalem a few years earlier (Acts 21:38; cf. Antiquities 20.8.6).

3 Based on the change from the pronoun “they” in Acts 16:8 to “us” and “we” in Acts 16:10, 11, back to
“they” in Acts 17:1, and finally back to “we” in Acts 20:6.

% Based on the fact that the decision to find a better winter harbor on Crete came after the fast of Yom
Kippur (TUE/WED 23/24 SEP in 60).
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Year Beginning 1*1 in 61 = 1518" Year of the Exodus/29™ Year of the Church
During the Spring - Paul Continues from Crete to Rome
» Acts 28:11-15

Until Sometime After the Spring of 63
Paul Remains Under House Arrest in Rome, Awaiting Imperial Review
» Acts 28:16-31

Fau[ wrote FHILIFFIANS as a letter of thanks and encouragement cluring his house arrest at
Kome. Tl’]e Fl’]ilippians had aPParentlg sent Faul financial suPPort (F]ﬁflippiaﬂs 4:]8) when they

learned that he was incurring Personal debt (Acts 28:50) as he awaited imperial review.
» Philippians 1:1-4:23

During his house arrest at Rome, Paul was involved in the conversion of Onesimus, the runaway
slave of Fhilemon, the man in whose house the congregation at Colossac met. Faul wrote the letter of
PHI MON, urging Philemon to accept Ohnesimus back as a brother in Christ, charging any
financial loss to the apost]e‘ Because he anticipatec{ being released soon (Fhi[emon l:ZZ), Faul also
took this oPportunitg to send two instructional letters into the same region - EFHESIAN5435 and
M. T hese were entrusted to Tgchicus, whom Onesimus accomPaﬂiec{ on his way
home (E_Phesians 6:22-2%; (olossians 4:7-9).

» Philemon 1:1-25
» Ephesians 1:1-6:24
» Colossians 1:1-4:18*¢

Faul wrote 1 [ IMS 2 ! HY & l l l ‘ 15 shortlg after his release from house arrest at Rome, some

time after the sPring of 63, but before his arrest, final imPrisonment and execution at Rome between 64
and 68. In them he addresses the need for basic congregational instruction bg Timothg (at E_Phesus)
and T itus (on Crete).

» 1 Timothy 1:1-6:21

> Titus 1:1-3:15%

Feter wrote | FE_TE_R from “Baby]on" (5:1 5) - which was Probab]y a reference to the city of
Rome - and addressed it to the (Christians |iving in the various Roman Provinces of northern Asia

Minor. | ike the book of [ebrews, this book was Probablﬁ written before serious Roman Persecution
of Christians began in 64.
» 1 Peter 1:1-5:14

3 Most ancient manuscripts do not include the phrase “in Ephesus” as part of the salutatory address in this
letter. This letter may have been a circular letter that Paul intended to pass through Laodicea on its way to
Colossae (Colossians 4:16).

6 As you read, take special note of the many parallels with Ephesians.

7 As you read, take special note of the many parallels with 1 Timothy.
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Peter wrote 2 FE_TE_K as a {:o”ow-uP letterin anticiPatfon of his death sometime between 64 and
68 (2 Fetcr 2:12~1 5). ]n it he warns believers to be on tl'wcfrguarc{ against false teachers.

> 2 Peter 1:1-3:18

Paul wrote 2 TIMOTHY - his final letter - in anticipation of his execution sometime between 64
and 68 (2 Timothg 4:6). ]n it he urges Tfmothg to continue the work of the gosPel.
» 2 Timothy 1:1-4:22

]'—'” I QB | W 5 is completcly anonymous, with onlg a few clues as to who the author might (or ml'ght
not) be. Since Timoth}j is mentioned in f”‘lebrews 1%:23, he is immediately ruled out. 50 too would be

the aPostles and car!g disciples with first hand testimony about Jesus, since the author sPechCicallg
distinguishes himself from that esteemed group (Hebr@ws Z:§~‘}')< Whocvcr he was, he was obviously an
|sraeli with a firm grasp on how the sgmbolism of the old covenant was fulfilled ]:)3 Jesus in the new
covenant.

Jtis my thesis that the author is concerned that the Jewish rcciPicnts are anxious cnough about the
systematic Roman Pcrsccution of Christians, which began after the }Duming of Rome (summer of 64),
that theg were active!y considering a return to traditional Judaism, which was not }Jeing Persecuted.
Tl’xe author demonstrates that this is a comP!ete|3 untenable Position to take, since the Old Covenant
had been fulfilled }33 (Christ and was about to pass away complctclg (via the aPProaching destruction
of the Temple in 70).

» Hebrews 1:1-13:25

Jude, the brother of James (Probablg the well-known leader of the Jcrusa!cm congrcgation, the
author of !ames and half-brother to Jcsus), wrote l{ JDI s urgfng the encrgctic defense of the once-
delivered [Faith. A quotatfon of 2 Peter .3 in Judc 1:18 seems to indicate that this letter was written

after 2 Feter, but how Iong afteris uncertain.

> Jude 1:1-25
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Tl‘we tcstimony of Fanas U:ragmcnts 6, written cluring the car|3 an century and Prescrvcd in the
4&7 century writings of E_uscbius), states that Mark served as Fctcr’s intcrpreter and that the gospel of
MAKK is an accurate rePresentation of Feters eyewitness testimony. |renaus (Against [Heresies,

3.1.1, written between 185-188) concurs with this tradition, further stating that Mark’s gospc[ was
completed after the deaths of both Fau[ and Feter.

]n his 3outh, Jol’m Marl(, son of Mary (Acts 15:1 Z), and cousin of Bamabas (Colossians 4:1 O),
had accompaniec{ Barnabas and Saul on their . Missiomar3 Joumey only as far as Ferga, before
returning to Jerusa|em (Acts 1%:13). When Faul and Bamabas disagrecc{ sl’xarply about taking him on
the Z”d Mfssionarg Journcy, PBarnabas decided to take Mark with him to check on the congregations
on Cyprus while Faul took 51’135 into Asia Minor (Acts 15:5759) Mark was with Faul during the
final clags of his house arrest at Rome (Philemon 1:24; (Colossians 4:10), but was living somewhere
between E_Phesus and Rome during Fau[’s final Roman imPrisonment.438 Feter also testifies to John
Mark’s presence at “Babglon” (e, Rome),in 1 Peter5:13.

» Mark 1:1-16:8

Accorc!ing to ]renaus (Ae;ainst Heresies 3.1.1, written between 185-1 88), Jo}m the aPostle wrote
the gospcl of ’OHN after he had taken up residence at Ephesus in Asia. |nternal evidence
indicates that it was written in the late §0’s - after the execution of Peter, sometime between 64 and 68
(Jol’m 21:1 9), but before the destruction o)CJerusalem in /70 (Jo!'m 5:2)439‘

» John 1:1-21:25

According to ]rcnaus (Against Hcresies 3.16.5, written between 182-1 88), Jol‘m the apostle also
wrote 1 JOHN, 2 JOHN &3 JOHN Theg reflect the apostle‘s response to the rising threat of
Gnosticism, a hcresg that denied that Jcsus Christ had come in the ﬂcs]ﬁ,MO something about which
_ohn had firsthand know]edgc‘ Similarities between 1 _John and 2 _John, and between 2 _John and 3
Jo!’m, indicate that John wrote all three letters around the same time.

» 1John 1:1-5:21; 2 John 1:1-13; 3 John 1:1-14

According to ]renaus (Agaimst T'ieresies 5.%0.3, written between 182~1 88), Jo}m the aPostle also
wrote REVEL ATION to "the seven churches of Asia" after experiencing the visions contained
herein toward the end of Domitian’s reign (81-96). While there has been great debate about the

proper interpretation of this book, | believe that its Primarg purpose was the immediate Preparation of
the seven Asian churches for the massive Roman Pcrsecution that bcgan carlg in the an Ccnturg (1:1-
3, 10-11, 19; ‘1”:])‘ Regarc”ess, the closing Portion of the book (ZO:]]CF), most de)cinitelg describes the
Finachngcnt and the eternal state of the rigl’xteous and unrigl’ltcous. As you rcad, be sure to take
sPccia| note of the Iarge amount of imagcr3 drawn from the Old Tcstamcnt Prophcts of lsaiah,

Zecharia%, Danie! and Ezekie]‘
> Revelation 1:1-22:21

¥ Based on Paul’s request that Timothy bring John Mark along with himself to Rome (2 Timothy 4:11)

% Based on the use of the present tense “is” rather than “was” in regard to a specific pool located in
Jerusalem.
9 This arose from their belief that the flesh was inherently evil and the spirit inherently good.
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