“CUMBERLAND REVIVAL OF 1798 & FOLLOWING “I now sit down agreeably to
promise to give you some account of the revivaktgion in the state of Kentucky; you have no
doubt heard already of the Greenriver and Cumbeénawivals. | will just observe that last
summel1801]is the fourth since the revival commenced in thadaeeq1798], and that it has
been more remarkable than any of the precedingmigtfor lively and fervent devotion among
Christians, but also for awakenings and conversansng the careless; and it is worthy of
notice that very few instances of apostasy haveehib appeared. As | was not myself in the
Cumberland country, all | can say about it is fritv@ testimony of others; but | was uniformly
told by those who had been there, that their r@ligiassemblies were more solemn and the
appearance of the work much greater than what gad im Kentucky; any enthusiastic
symptoms which might at first have attended thévedyhad greatly subsided, whilst the serious
concern and engagedness of the people were visitrlgased

“Almost two years ag§l799], in the neighbourhood of Nashville, a lad of @grears of
age accompanied his sister to a Sacrament sonamckstrom his father's house, at which it
pleased the Lord to visit him in mercy. When hemat¢d home, and was taking the horses to the
field, a lad of his own age being at the housegmganied him. He then told his companion
what he had experienced, and that he was resdieadeforward, to live the life of a Christian.
"Hitherto, said he, "You and | have been companibosunless you alter your course, we must
break off our acquaintance; for | am determinegexve the Lord."

“This conversation so greatly affected the othdr that he ran home to his father's house,
and threw himself on the bed. The father seeingdrmscome home affrighted, was greatly
concerned, and stripped him, to see if he hadvedeny hurt; but, finding none, the whole
family was alarmed.

“After the lad became able to speak, he asked &i>M'Corkle, and said he wanted to see
him. A message was instantly dispatched for Mr. &2 and his son. The old man, supposing
that the lancet would be necessary, carefully Ipatt instrument into his pocket and walked over;
but Davis M'Corkle was the physician who understtheddisease, and it was not long before the
whole company was surprised with the two lads magjkn rapturous language, of redeeming
love. Their zeal and crying greatly affected atgent.

“The first expedient that presented itself to thminds, was to collect the neighbours
together for religious worship. This was done; angyrevent any disorder in devotion, by the
crying of the boys, they put them in a back roond posted a person at the door to keep them
there. After the friends and neighbours had saigoaayed together, Mr. M'Corkle related the
story to the company, who unanimously desiredde the boys, and hear it from themselves.
This request was granted, and the boys simplyaefat them, with tears of joy, what God had
done for their souls. Before they had half done,whole company was in tears.

“Thus began the extraordinary work, which has spedhover the country; and thousands
are now rejoicing, and praising redeeming love, wahlittle while ago appeared to be in the gall
of bitterness. -- In Cumberland, they meet in lazgmpanies, frequently to the amount of 10 or
12,000, and spend, it may be, two weeks in relgiwarship, before they disperse.”

“Last summer and fa[lLl800] there was a considerable awakening in the Baplistches in
Woodford, Fayette and Jefferson counties, in Kentilé

! Letter written by principal of Washington (Kenty$k\cademy to a peer on Prince Edward Island ofL802.
2 A letter written in 1801 by the nephew of a pastsfrlent of the College of New Jersey (Princeton).
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PRE-REVIVAL SITUATION IN EARLY 1801 “In the older settlement of Kentucky the
revival made its first appearance among the Preslyis last sprinfL801] the whole of that
country about a year before was remarkable for am@edissipation; and | have been credibly
informed that a decided majority of the people wafessed infidels™

February 8 (SUN) — March 8 (SUNYI am glad to inform you there is a great revival o
religion near this place; 51 have been added talourch since you left us; 62 to Bryant's
Station[Near Lexington, Kentucky], since the 8th of February, exclusive of tofdgarch 8],
at which place 46 were received yesterfMgrch 7 (SAT)] and a number more expected to
join. | suppose upwards of 220 have been addduatachurch. -- 53 were baptized at Clear
Creek in one day. There is also a great reformatidoon's Creek, Marble Creek, Shawne Run,
&c. In short all the churches near this, that Idaeard from, [who adhere to primitive
Christianity,] are in a prosperous state.

“In some it appears like a fire that has been lomgfined -- bursting all its barriers, and
spreading with a rapidity that is indescribablattended only with a still small voice -- This, my
brother, is a harvest indeed, and we may, on ttgtasion, use the language of sacred inspiration,
-- "the flowers appear on the earth; the time efghnging of birds is come, and the voice of the
turtle is heard in our land." It may be truly saite Lord is doing great things for us, [and | will
add] whereof | am glad.

“O that the great Husbandman would still carry @work, and separate the precious grain
from the tares”

Winter, Early 1801 “During the last wintefEarly 1801] appearances were favourable
among the BAPTISTS and great numbers were addgémtiochurches?

As of March 9 (MON) “1 am sorry to hear of your destitute situationnat hearing the
gospel preached -- but | will tell you one thingo{ because you are ignorant of it], the Lord can
communicate spiritual health, strength, growth @igdur, without it, when he sees cause to
place any of his dear children in such a situaéisiyou are. -- It is with pleasure | inform you 58
were baptized at Bryant's yesterdiharch 8 (SUN)] -- from 8th February to 8th March, 120
have been added to that church, among whom wenenaer of our acquaintances, and several
poor black people, some of whose experiences h&teaiahed me -- This is the work of the
Lord, and it is marvellous in our eyes, -- But alagor L n, yet in measure stands out,
though | trust even in this Sodom there are a fevagiht to a saving knowledge of a precious
Christ. | was told yesterday, that wicked son of E D has been brought in the gospel
fold. My dear brother, when | think on the pleassedsons we have enjoyed in conversing about
our blessed Redeemer, my heart burns to see yau'4ga

3 Letter written by principal of Washington (KentykAcademy to a peer on Prince Edward Island orl8012.
* Letter written from Lexington, Kentucky on 3/8/180
® Letter written by principal of Washington (KentygkAcademy to a peer on Prince Edward Island orl802.
® Letter written from Lexington, Kentucky on 3/9/180
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March “You will perceive by the enclosed letter, that Shan magazines are very much in
demand, the Rev. Mr. Campbell, (the writer of thigelr) has perused those which you have sent,
and has read them to his congregation, but it wanvhis audience were whole, and did not
need a physician, now they are sick, and call &p.h- And may the Lord be their helper -- Mr.
Campbell's congregation is about 15 miles from pifése towards Lexington, in the
neighbourhood (as | mentioned in my last) a greakws going on -- | hear that the Baptist-
Church in that part fills very fast, 20, 30, (ahé Sabbath before the I§btarch 18]) 58 were
baptized in a day: the Presbyterian-Churches arethé subjects of this work -- in the same
neighbourhood.

“The spirit of God appears in powerful operationoaig all denominations of Christians;
"And if it was the Lord of the household's williwbuld with that all party names were united in
that of Christians. And that the profession in ltleéief of one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one
God and Father, might take place: that there nbghtut one visible household of Faith, that all
might be of one heart, and one mind, and join hamtisiilding up the torn down walls of Zion,
which party zeal has almost demolished; Blesse@dwmk the present century begins with less
bigotry, more Catholicism and benevolence, thanfanyer period: the present revival of
religion goes far, to unite the hearts of its psstas. -- It is my belief, that where the true love
God is shed abroad in the heart, the subjectsvaflitove its image wherever they see it, and in
obedience to the command of Christ, and the inmteiple of love, will seek fellowship with
one another, unless their prejudices are parantouhe law of Christ; the time hastens on, when
these wars and fightings will cease: Our neighboodremains much as it was when | last
wrote, our social meetings continue, and theraiggparent seriousness on the minds of many,
but no remarkable stir; May the Lord, if it is ldll, soon appear, and rouse up the sleepérs.”

Early Spring of 1801“...early in the spring the ministrations of the Rrgerian Clergy
began to be better attended than they had beendoy years before. Their worshipping
assemblies became more solemn, and the peopldhatewere dismissed shewed a strange
reluctance at leaving the place: they generallyinoad some time in the meeting-houses -- in
singing or in religious conversatiof.”

“And this spring[1801], in our humble opinion, it hath pleased the Larghour out his Spirit
on some of our Presbyterian congregations. At fiustministers were shy, not knowing what
judgment to form of it. -- The falling down of mititdes, and their crying out (which happened
under the singing of Watts' Psalms and Hymns, rerpiently than under the preaching of the
word) was to us so new a scene, that we thoughtident not to be over hasty in forming any
opinion of it. However, a little conversation withe affected persons, induced us to believe, that
in a judgment of charity, it was the work of thertl3®

’ Letter written from Washington, Kentucky on 3/1801
8 Letter written by principal of Washington (KentykAcademy to a peer on Prince Edward Island orl802.
° A letter written in 1801 by the nephew of a pastsfrlent of the College of New Jersey (Princeton).
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May 1 (FRI) “On the 1st of May, at a society on the water§leming creek, on the east side of
Licking, a boy, under the age of twelve years, hezaffected in an extraordinary manner,
publicly confessing and acknowledging his sinsyjorg for pardon, through Christ, and
recommending Jesus Christ to sinners, as being teaghve the vilest of the vile -- Adult
persons became affected in the like manher.”

May 3 (SUN)“The flame began to spread, the Sabbath follonadr. Camble's Meeting
House -- a number became affectéd.”

May 17 (SUN)“The third Sabbath of May, on Cabin creek, sixemiabove Limestone, the
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was administerddrofamble and Mr. McNamaar, at which
time about sixty persons were STRUCK dowh.”

May 24 (SUN)“Next Sabbath, on Fleming creek, under Mr. McNamaad Mr. Camble, on
a like occasion, about 100 persons were struck dowindeeply convinced?

Late May/Early June “Perhaps about the last of May or the first of Jthreeawakenings
became general in some congregations, and spreadjththe country in every direction with
amazing rapidity.*

June 5 (FRI) “On Friday night preceding the Sacrament at Cahclowwas present at a
society, held at Kainridge, a united congregatibMo Stone, and saw the extraordinary work.
Of fifty persons present, nine were struck dowh.”

June 6 (SAT)“l proceeded next morning to Concord, ten milestatt, where a sermon was
preached, at which several became affected anckslawn. The exercises continued all night.
This was the first occasion, that shewed the négesfsperforming out doors. The number being
So great, the Lord's Supper was administeredexitaA great solemnity appeared all day. A
number were struck down; on the whole occasion &bsd.™°

June 7 (SUN)The first Sabbath of June, Mr. Stone administehedLord's Supper, in
Concord congregation, on the head-waters of Kingstothe bounds of which exercises of the
same kind had made their appearance in societyatesetmon.*”

10 patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.
11 patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.
12 patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.
13 patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.
14 |etter written by principal of Washington (Kenty$k\cademy to a peer on Prince Edward Island ofL802.
15 patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.
18 patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.
17 patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.
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Uncertain Date “Passing from domestic intelligence, | hasteratpldefore you, the outlines
of the most august proceedings of the people of, @ad ever was seen in this state.

“The Presbyterians assembled on Friday last, at@dmmeeting house, by way of
preparation for the Lord's supper. | did not attandl Sabbath day, when | saw the ordinance
administered, and many of the people prostratdemtound, crying for mercy. | passed the day
as an impatrtial spectator, but frequently wrappeaimazement, wonder, and doubt, and anxious
for certainty, | retired to a solitary part of t@ods, and there prostrated myself before the great
God, of heaven and earth, and frequently praydx tdirected in the right way. But alas, |
returned with a most obdurate heart, ready toyyitipe for reproaching and persecuting the
people of the most High God. | styled it enthustastievity, | called it a delusion of the devih i
conjunction with hypocrisy, operating on the mimdishe illiterate and credulous, by the powers
of oratory. Notwithstanding said I, it may turn thecked, alter the drunkard, and finally reform
the prodigal; nevertheless | thought it derogatorthe laws of God.

“You may easily see by this that | returned mudptiiased with the proceedings of the day.
| did not intend to return the day following, bubie | slumbered upon my pillow, that monitor
that never sleeps, while we are surrounded witlbthekness of darkness, gave me a severe
wound. | rolled in my bed, and cried for mercy, butnd none. | rose with a view of prostrating
myself before Almighty God, but returned withoutkimg the attempt. Surrounded by the silent
slumbers of my family, | struggled through the dygaours of the night, then mounted my horse
in the morning, in hopes of finding tranquillity racreation; but the words which | heard the
preceding day, "Those that are bidden, and hausedf shall never taste of my supper,”
obstructed my way, while the tremendous sound af Y& cursed,"” &c. re-echoed through every
nerve of my body, while the tears of guilt and cthiain poured over my face; | saw myself on
the awful precipice, and the mouldering brink crlimpunder my feet; my soul took the alarm,
and for the first time, shrunk back at the veryutats of a hell! Construe this as your please, my
dear brother, but whether you call it insanityrabecility, | am again involved in a similar
situation; the view of my past guilt has wateredfage afresh. | am become a proselyte in some
degree, but a stranger to regeneration.

“I returned and resolved to go to meeting, that alap; accordingly, accompanied by your
sister, the partner of my cares, we hastened tpl#oe of festivity. A more tremendous sight
never struck the eyes of mortal man. The very dpademed to separate, and give way for the
praises of the people of God to ascend the heawdmig, thousands of tongues, with sounds of
hallelujahs, seemed to roll through infinite spadendreds of the people lay prostrate on the
ground crying for mercy.

“O! My brother, had you been there to have seerctimulsed limbs, the apparently lifeless
bodies, to all of which the distorted features #éyamomporting, you would have been
constrained to have cried out as | was obligedtdltht God is among the people. Nor was this
confined to the commonality alone, but people argwescription lay prostrate on the ground.

“There you would have seen the learned pastostéaly patriot; and the obedient son,
crying holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty. There@y might behold the honourable matron and
the virtuous maiden, crying Jesus thou son of testNMligh God, have mercy upon us. Turn
your eyes a few paces further, and you might se@tbdigal and the professed libertine, crying
hosannah to God in the highest, there is no otherengiven under heaven among men, by
which we can be saved, but the name of JesushB8gmor oppressed African with his soul
liberated, longing to be with God®"

18 Excerpt of a letter, quoted by the recipient is évn letter to a friend, written on 2/2/1802.
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Spring “The revivals of religion in this country are rgatiovel in our church, and so violent
and imposing in their nature and appearances #raiw not what to say or think. -- In two
neighbouring congregations, good appearances visered through the last spring. And now
the Tennessee whirlwind has broke out among thathsaems to shake every thing before it.

“In the two last Lord's days there were sacramgnésch place: at one | was present. -- In
time of preaching, if care is taken, there is ftlelconfusion: and when that is over, and the
singing, and praying, and exhorting begins, théenga# is thrown into what | call real disorder.

“The careless fall down, cry out, tremble, andinfiequently are affected with convulsive
twitchings. Among these the pious are very busyisg, praying, conversing, falling down in
extacies, fainting with joy, exhorting sinners, dmating opposers, &c.

“Those who fall, lie some a longer, some a shditee. Some get comfort, some do not
when first down, when one gets through (it is tleewn phrase,) that is, obtains relief, the shout
is raised glory to God for a new born soul. And loéy embrace follows.

“Whole nights are spent in this way, and that pathe day which is not employed in divine
service. For they stayed upon the ground in baibgd all the days of the solemnity. Nothing
that imagination can paint, can make a strongerasgion on the mind, than one of those
scenes. Sinners dropping down on every hand, shgiegroaning, crying for mercy, convulsed,;
professors praying, agonizing, falling down in déss, for sinners or in raptures of joy! Some
singing, some shouting, clapping their hands, huggnd even kissing, laughing; others talking
to the distressed, to one another, or to oppogehreavork, and all this at once. -- No spectacle
can excite a stronger sensation. And with whaviagl the darkness of the night, the solemnity
of the place, and of the occasions, and conscioilis gll conspire to make terror thrill through
every power of the soul, and rouse it to awfulratte.

“As to the work in general there can be no quedtainit is of God. The subjects of it, for the
most part are deeply wounded for their sins, amdgbee a clear and rational account of their
conversion. A number, too, are wrought upon inubgal way, and hopefully get religion
without any of these extraordinary appearancestelisehowever something curious in this
falling down. | am told by the subjects of it tleatremulous benumbing sensation seizes the
extremities, particularly the fingers, which ragidpreads through the system, the knees become
feeble, the heart violently compressed and theopedsops to the ground?

Until June 10 (WED) “The exercises continued from Saturday till Wedngsday and
night, without intermission. The appearance ite&l$ awful and solemn. It was performed in a
thick grove of beachen timber; candles were furmishy the congregation, the night still and
calm. Add to that, exhortations, praying, singithgs cries of the distressed, on account of sin;
the rejoicing of those that were delivered fromirtsen's bondage, and brought to enjoy the
liberty that is in Christ Jesus; all going on & #ame time. About 4000 persons attended, 250
communicated; twelve waggons had brought someegpéople with their provisions, &c. from
distant places. This was the first occasion thatv&d the necessity of encamping on the ground,;
the neighbourhood not being able to furnish stresigéth accommodation; nor had they a wish
to separate®

19 Excerpt of a letter written by a Kentucky clergymas quoted in a letter written 9/10/1801
% patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.
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June 12 (FRI) — 17 (WED)'The Lord's Supper was appointed to be held attFRleasant,
on Stony creek, ten miles above Paris, being odrodoseph Howe's congregations. There the
flame spread more and more. Curiosity led a greatynstrangers, | with my family attended.

“About forty waggons, four carriages, in all ab800 persons. The meeting commenced on
Friday, and continued till Wednesday. Three hundedi fity communicants, 250 were struck
down. There was an opposition both on this anddhmer occasions, by some who appeared to
be real Christians, by nominal professors and hbigt®eThe first class stood astonished, not
knowing, and wondering what these things meantwildihg to reprobate it, and many at last
closed in with it. The next class, the most invattercall it enthusiasm, hypocrisy, witchcraft,
possession of the Devil, sympathy, in fine, evangtbut what it really is. The latter confines it
to sympathy, agitation, delusion, &c. As well aa able, | will describe it, as | have had it
from the subjects, not being able to describepeexnentally. Of all ages, from 8 years and
upwards; male and female; rich and poor; the btaahd of every denomination; those in favour
of it, as well as those, at the instant in opposito it, and railing against it, have instantarstpu
laid motionless on the ground. Some feel the apgrimg symptoms by being under deep
convictions; their heart swells, their nerves rekxd in an instant they become motionless and
speechless, but generally retain their sensesnies upon others like an electric shock, as if felt
in the great arteries of the arms or thighs; clegesk into the heart, which swells, like to burst.
The body relaxes and falls motionless; the handdeet become cold, and yet the pulse is as
formerly, though sometimes rather slow. Some gn@ak, so as not to be able to stand, but do
not lose their speech altogether. They are all spp®o any medical application; and though the
weather is very warm, and people in large crowdsiad them, yet they do not incline to drink
water. They will continue in that state from onaihto 24. When they regain their speech, which
comes to them gradually, they express themselvasnomly in the following manner -- that
they are great sinners; the vilest of vile, and/garnestly for mercy through Christ. Some think
there is mercy for all but for them; that salvattbrough Christ, is a wonderful salvation, but
will not be applied to them. They often continughrs state many days. Many have not yet
recovered, so that it is not certain that they.wilOthers will recover in an hour, and speak of
salvation sure, and are in possession of greatigifpraying and exhortation, which they often
perform in an incredible manner. Indeed it is aatle, that a wicked unthoughtful sinner, who
never could, or did address himself, to an audi&edere, should, rise out of one of those fits
and continue for the space of two hours recommenitigion and Jesus Christ to sinners, as a
lovely Saviour, free willing, and all sufficientnd calling to sinners and inviting them to come
to Christ and close in with the offer of salvatiomthe most pressing and engaging manner.

“But, I am sure, my description, and your viewy@u were an eye witness) would differ as
much as day from night. So say those who havelfgatd and then seen. Notwithstanding that
all our ministers, and a vast number of the magpeetable and sensible people, in the country,
acknowledge, that it is the wonderful work of Gadd is marvellously manifested to us; yet
there are people so hardened, that they eitheiotannvill not acknowledge the work to be of
God, but represent it in an unfavourable view.

“People in a number of instances, in oppositioweghalt it coming on, and have
endeavoured to fly, but could not get away. TheyeHzeen struck in the woods, in the act of
running away. Some have been struck at home; oro#itk in the field; in bed; at the plough;
asleep; whole families together, at home, and samstone of a family®*

2L patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.
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June 18 (THU) - 25 (THU)"On the 3d Sabbath of Juf&l], the Sacrament was
administered at Lexington, Mr. Welch's congregatibe same day at Indian creek, Mr.
Robertson's congregation, the latter on Kingsteekreighteen miles below Paris, and twenty
miles N. of this place. The former began on Frifl#8] and continued till Tuesddg3], being
the first time that this strange work made its @ppece here. About 70 were struck; 300
communicants; 6000 persons in all attended. Therlabmmenced on Thursdfy8], and
continued till Thursdaj25], day and night; the first night excepted. -- AbQ000 persons; 50
waggons; 800 struck; 500 communicatéd.”

June“l attended at Point-pleasaif¥Vest) Virginia] congregation, about 50 miles from me:
There were about 5 or 6000 people; hundreds dedfagted; all serious; many saying, "What is
this?" and most spending the time in some religexescise, chiefly singing hymns, night and
day, without intermission, from Friday till Fridag Lawyer F____, who came to find fault and
ridicule, was, we hope, effectually brought to Ghrand is now a flaming exhorter. -- This was
in the month of Juné®

June “In July, at the administration of the Lord's Supp Cynthiana, everybody was
amazed. Hundreds fell to the ground at once, amgragn was a Doctor C__ | a professed
Deist. The news was spread, and 10 or 12 of higpaarns ran to see; but, in less than half an
hour, they were all lying on the ground near thetog and | humbly hope, that most of them
have experienced a saving changfe.”

July 31 (FRI) — August 5 (WED)"On the first Sabbath of August, was the Sacraroent
Kainridge, the congregation of Mr. Stone. -- Thisswhe largest meeting of any that | have seen:
It continued from Friday till Wednesday. About 1@00persons; 125 waggons; 8 carriages; 900
communicants; 300 were struck. One girl, aged Hdsyeafter recovering her speech, continued
to pray and exhort in an extraordinary and mostetit manner, for the space of two houfrs.”

August 7 (FRI) “I am on my way to one of the greatest meetinghefkind perhaps ever
known; it is on a sacramental occasion. Religiondnat to such a height here, that people attend
from a great distance; on this occasion | doubtoabthere will be 10,000 people, and perhaps
500 waggons. The people encamp on the ground,antthue praising God, day and night, for
one whole week before they break dp.”

22 patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.

2 A letter written in 1801 by the nephew of a pastsjrlent of the College of New Jersey (Princeton).
24 A letter written in 1801 by the nephew of a pastsjrlent of the College of New Jersey (Princeton).
* patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.

% |_etter written from Bourbon County, Kentucky or7&/801.
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August 8 (SAT)"“l hasten to give you an account of the revivatadigion, and some of the
remarkable circumstances thereof. | am sure the dies=rning and observant pensman, or the
nicest pencil, could not portray to your imaginafithe full idea of the meeting that took place at
Kain-ridge, in Bourbon-county: -- | shall confineyself only to a few particulars --

“This meeting was published about one month gelyetaroughout the Presbyterian
connexion, as one of their annual sacraments:ethgbsembled the religious of every
denomination, some from one hundred miles distaritmore particularly the Presbyterians and
Methodists, who are in full communion with eachesth- lastly the Baptists, who preach with
each other, but do not commune. To this generahalsly | set off last FridajAugust 7], and
arrived there on Saturd@ugust 7] about 10 o'clock: | then began to note some ofribst
extraordinary particulars: | first proceeded tombthe waggons containing families, with their
provisions, camp equipage, &c. to the number of 34711 o'clock the quantity of ground
occupied by horses, waggons, &c. was about the saeas the square between Market,
Chesnut, Second and Third-streets, of Philadelphiiere was at this place a stage erected in
the woods, about 100 yards from the meeting-houkere were a number of Presbyterian and
Methodist ministers; one of the former preachinggonany as could get near enough to hear --
in the house also, was another of the same dentianpareaching to a crowded audience -- at
the same time another large concourse of peoplectedl about 100 yards in an east direction
from the meeting-house, hearing a Methodist speala@rd about 150 yards in a fourth course
from the house was an assembly of black peopleinuete exhortations of the blacks, some of
whom appeared deeply convicted, and others cordértee number of communicants who
received tokens were 750, nor was there a suffigiefthem - these tokens are small pieces of
lead, the size of a five-penny bit, with the letheor B impressed thereon, and distributed by the
ministers to the members of the several church@sexcluding any baptist who apply for them.
| believe there was at one time as many as thredrbd who exhorted on this occasion. | noted
a remarkable instance of a little girl, by the navh8arbara, about 7 years old, who was set
upon a man's shoulder, agreeably to her desispdak to the multitude, which she did, until she
appeared almost exhausted, and leaned back hephdet bearer. A tender hearted old man,
standing close behind her, observed, "Poor thinghed better be laid down;" at which she
quickly turned round her head, and said, "Dont @ poor, for Christ is my brother, God my
father, and | have a kingdom to inherit, therefdoa't call me poor, for I am rich in the blood of
the Lamb.

“["And when the chief priests and scribes saw tlomderful things that he did, and the
children crying in the temple and saying, Hosamnthé Son of David, they were sore
displeased, and said unto him, hearest thou wkaethay? And Jesus saith unto them, yea; have
ye never read, out of the mouth of babes and swgklihou hast perfected praise!"]

“Permit me to ask, are we, like those new converdastantly in season, and out of season
beseeching our friends and fellow sinners to suieeto the demand of "My Son give me thine
heart!" So far as relates to myself, | am not anfyuitless but a leafless tree, encumbering the
ground of gospel light."”

“Last SundayjJAugust 2] the association was held at Higby's, 6 miles flrere, where it is
said, there were from 8 to 10 thousand personsparidie same day in the two counties
adjoining, there were, at two congregations, fr@©0@0 to 25,000 soul<?

27 Letter written from a man in Lexington, Kentuckythe his sister in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania8d9/1801.

Page 9



August 11 (TUE)“The revival of religion in Cumberland has extende@r a vast tract of
country, and is still increasing. How pleasingte Christian to hear of the thousands of souls
which are added to the Redeemer's Kingdom in inattcy.

“Mr. Hall, who went missionary to the NatchBzibe in western Mississippi], has
returned, and gives a pleasing account of the paisf religion in that lately savage country: a
number of churches are formed there by him: abarty fvere added to the church at one
communion, and there is every prospect that the@@8agill flourish there in a few years. O, may
all the nations of the earth know and serve thel '8t

August 15 (SAT)“I must call your attention to the glorious work@bd in this place. Not
long since, religion appeared to be at a very lbtv leere, but last winter there appeared a great
anxiety in people generally to hear the gospel;rmmibers have been made to cry out, "Men
and brethren, what shall we do to be saved?" avilll &dd, many of our accomplished Deists
have been made to bow the knee, and throw downwlegipons of rebellior?®

August “In August last | attended at Caneridge meetingseo here were present, besides
18 Presbyterian ministers, and a number of BagtidtMethodist preachers, the GOVERNOR
OF THE STATE, each of whom was personally and guesigaged, either in preaching, praying
or exhorting!!! Some suppose the number of peofleofhers 17, and others 21,000. There were
148 waggons and coaches present. The number oicteshypersons were great; some crying for
mercy; some shouting redeeming grace; and othdestam in numberless small circles of 12 or
20 singing hymns; all serious; many walking to &g with anxiety pictured in their
countenances; and the whole conversation was aithreligion, or something relating thereto.
The number of communicants was 828. Many youngoparkave set to their seal that God is
true.

“Some, perhaps, will censure us for associating wie Baptists and Methodists: But, my
dear Sir, we are all very friendly; there appearbd good doing; all are encouraging it; and is
this not better, than to be devouring one anotteithot more agreeable with the command of
Christ, whose every precept is love? We all prebeltiruth, as we think, carefully observing
decorum, as far as conscience will admit, thatsmatety may not hurt the feelings of another.

"N.B. On the 19th of AugugWED], at a sacramental occasion at Paris, thousareixlet,
and hundreds fell to the ground at once. This @880 miles from me. The work of the Lord
appears to be progressing, though attended witle gmthusiasm. -- But this is generally
confined to the grossly ignorant; for whom we musike every apology, as they are just
emerging, as it were, out of heathenish darkn&ss.”

28 | etter written from a man in North Carolina torhd in Virginia on 8/11/1801.

29 |_etter written from a man in Kentucky to his frieim Maryland on 8/15/1801.

30 A letter written from Lancaster, Ohio, in 1801 the nephew of a past president of the College o Bersey
(Princeton).
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Until 25 September (SUNY'l attended the like occasions, at the followirgages, yiz. Paris,
Mr. Reynolds's congregation; Walnut Hill, Mr. Cradi's congregation; Salem, Mr. Lyle's
congregation; Beaver, Mr. Marshall's: and last $#ij25 September] Blue Spring, Mr.
Marshall's -- all similar to those | have describ€de work is greatest on Sacramental occasions.

“In order to give you a more just conception of isuppose so large a congregation
assembled in the woods, ministers preaching dayagid; the camp illuminated with candles,
on trees, at waggons, and at the tent; persomsgalbwn, and carried out of the crowd, by those
next to them, and taken to some convenient plaberevwrayer is made for them; some Psalm or
Hymn, suitable to the occasion, sung. If they spediat they say is attended to, being very
solemn and affecting -- many are struck under gxtiortations. But if they do not recover soon,
praying and singing is kept up, alternately, anthetimes a minister exhorts over them -- for
generally a large group of people collect, andgtanind, paying attention to prayer and joining
in singing. Now suppose 20 of those groups aroandinister engaged in preaching to a large
congregation, in the middle; some mourning; sonj@aiag, and great solemnity on every
countenance, and you will form some imperfect ioledne extraordinary work! Opposers call
this confusion! But in any of these parties, empient for the mind, may be found. The work
being engaging, persons subsist with less sleepiatdhls than at other times.”

“P.S. As the bearer did not start as soon as Iagdel would just inform you that since |
wrote the above, | heard from different parts oftberland, Green-river, and of this state, that
the work is increasing fast. One instance of agrens opposition at Mr. Lyle's Sacrament, last
Sunday, 25 miles from this. A man of 30 years, piatured a staff with a sharp nail in the end,
intending therewith to probe such as would fall dou the crowd, which (he was certain)
would soon rouse them out of their lethargy. --Hitaself had often boasted that he should not
fall down; however, he became affected; which, wherfelt it coming on, he endeavoured to
expel by making use of whiskey, thinking that woallhy his feelings; but to no purpose, for in
a short time he was struck down. When able to speakle a wonderful confession of his
obstinacy; acknowledged himself a great sinner,tanéd for pardon through Christ.

31 patterson Letter of 9/25/1801.
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Uncertain Date “It will give you and aunt some happiness to hteat myself and family are
well; and to increase your joy, | shall add a slaaount of the revival of religion in Kentucky.
The best way to give you a satisfactory idea welltd describe a communion occasion.

“Out of many | shall select that of Caneridge, whi@ttended with eighteen Presbyterian
ministers and Baptists and Methodists, | do notkhow many, all being either preaching or
exhorting the distressed with more harmony thardcbe expected: The governor of our state
was with us and encouraging the work.

“The number of the people computed from 10 to 20.,83d the communicants 828. The
whole people serious, all the conversation wasrefigious nature, or calling in question the
divinity of the work. Great numbers were on theugrd from Friday until the Thursday
following, night and day without intermission engdgn some religious act of worship.

“They are commonly collected in small circles af t& twelve, close adjoining another
circle, and all engaged in singing Watt's and Hatymns; and then a minister steps upon a
stump or log and begins an exhortation or serméernvas many as can hear, collect around
him.

“On Sabbath night, | saw above one hundred carmlesng at once -- and | saw | suppose
one hundred persons at once on the ground crymméocy of all ages from 8 to 60 years. Some
| had satisfaction in conversing with, others | Imadie; and this was the case with my Brethren
as some of them told me.

“When a person is struck down he is carried byrstioet of the congregation, when some
minister converses with and prays for him, aftedgaa few gather around and sing a Hymn
suitable to his case. The whole number broughtéaytound under convictions, about one
thousand, not less. The sensible, the weak, leanédinlearned, the rich and the poor are the
subjects of it. At Cinthiana, Paris, Flat- cree&ir® Pleasant, Walnut Hill and George Town,
great congregations are all in these places, aatised in the manner as above described.

“There are many irregularities among us, so it imak/76 among the wigs in their
enthusiasm for liberty, and so is human natureyewiere; sitting up whole nights is
extravagant, but you cannot bid them quit, or yeadcnot.

“The Methodists are friendly, and are very anxitmudo good; and for my part | should be
sorry to forbid, or even discourage them. -- | sexeral things | do disapprove; but can say, if
only the tenth person convicted is truly convertesla great work.

“In Cumberland the work is also great; they ofte@etnin congregations of twenty five
thousand, and spend sometimes two weeks together.

“At Conewago, there were one hundred and forty waggand six coaches -- | cannot
descend to particulars respecting the exercisktlefboys, and old grey headed men, some
struck down on the spot, some at their plough,smde affected in the same manner on their
beds; and many rejoicing in hope, &c. The neighboad in which | live, is beginning to think
more seriously, but are far short of the neighbuisocieties >

32 A letter written on 9/20/1801 by the nephew ofaatpresident of the College of New Jersey (Provdet
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September“At the beginning of the revival in Shelby courjtyorth-central Kentucky] the
appearances, as related to me by eye-witnesses ve®r surprising indeed. The revival had
before this spread with irresistible power throtige adjacent counties; and many of the pious
had attended distant sacraments with great befégise were much engaged, and felt unusual
freedom in their addresses at the throne of gfac¢he outpouring of the divine Spirit at the
approaching sacrament in Shelby. The Sacrament carmeSeptember. The people, as usual,
met on Friday: but all were languid, and the exsasiwent on heavily. On Saturday and Sunday
morning it was no better, at length the communinvise commenced, every thing was still
lifeless: whilst the minister of the place was dqe@ at one of the tables, without any unusual
animation suddenly there were several shrieks fildfarent parts of the assembly; instantly
persons fell in every direction; the feelings c# hious were suddenly revived, and the work
progressed with extraordinary power, till the caisadn of the solemnity: this phenomenon of
falling is common to all ages, sexes and characaei when they fall they are differently
exercised. Some pious people have fallen undenses# ingratitude and hardness of heart, and
others under affecting manifestations of the love goodness of GOD. Many thoughtless
persons under legal convictions, who have obtatoedfort before they arose. But perhaps the
most numerous class consists of those who falludideessing views of their guilt, who arise
with the same fearful apprehensions, and contindleat state for some days, perhaps weeks,
before they receive comfort™

October “Some circumstances have concurred to distinginshKentucky revival from most
others, of which we have had any account, | mearattyeness of the assemblies on sacramental
occasions.

“The length of time, they continued on the groundevotional exercises. And the great
numbers who have fallen down under religious imgiess, -- on each of these particulars | shall
make some remarks.

“With respect to the largeness of the assemblies.generally supposed that at many places
there were not fewer than 8, 10, or 12 thousanglpee at a place called Cane Ridge meeting-
house, many are of opinion there were at leash@@sand. There were 140 waggons which
came loaded with people, besides other wheel g@sicSome persons had come 200 miles. The
largeness of these assemblies was an inconvenietie®y were too numerous to be addressed
by one speaker, it therefore became necessargvera ministers to officiate at the same time
at different stands: this afforded an opporturdtyitose who were but slightly impressed with
religion to wander to and fro between the diffenglaces of worship, which created an
appearance of confusion and gave ground to sualeesunfriendly to the work to charge it
with disorder. Another cause also conduced to #ineeseffect; about this time the people began
to fall down in great numbers under serious impoess this was a new thing among
Presbyterians; it excited universal astonishmemnt,aeated a curiosity which could not be
restrained when people FELL even during the mdshso parts of divine service: those who
stood near were so extremely anxious to see hoywtlee affected, that they often crowded
about them so as to disturb the worship. -- Buseéhmauses of disorder were soon removed,;
different sacraments were appointed on the samiea#abwhich divided the people, and the
falling down became so familiar as to excite ndutizance.

33 Letter written by principal of Washington (KentyskAcademy to a peer on Prince Edward Island oL 8012.
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October {continued} “In October | attended three Sacraments, at damte twere supposed
to be 4 or 5 thousand people, and every thing wadwcted with strict propriety; when persons
fell, those who were near took care of them, aretyething continued quiet until the worship
was concluded.

“The length of time that people continue at theepiof worship is another important
circumstance of the Kentucky revival: at Cane Ritlgey met on Friday and continued until
Wednesday evening, night and day without interraigsgither in the public or private exercises
of devotion; and with such earnestness that helaowears of rain were not sufficient to disperse
them. On other Sacramental occasions they geneaiiynued on the ground until Monday or
Tuesday evening; and had not the preachers beansbed and obliged to retire or had they
chosen to prolong the worship, they might have Kepipeople any length of time they pleased,
and all this was, or might have been done, in atgwhere less than twelve months before the
Clergy found it difficult to detain the people dugithe usual exercises of the Sabbath.

“The practice of camping on the ground was intradljgartly by necessity, and partly by
inclination; the assemblies were generally toodagbe received by any common
neighbourhood; every thing indeed was done whidpitality and brotherly kindness could do,
to accommodate the people; public and private rowsee opened, and free invitations given to
all persons who wished to retire. Farmers gavénap meadows before they were mown to
supply the horses; yet notwithstanding all thigidity it would have been impossible in many
cases, to have accommodated the whole assembtlepnviate lodgings: but besides the people
were unwilling to suffer any interruption in thelevotions; and they formed an attachment to the
place where they were continually seeing so mamless sinners receiving their first
impressions, and so many Deists constrained taoathe formerly despised name of JESUS;
they conceived a sentiment like what Jacob fdiedhel. "Surely the Lord is in this place,"

"This is none other but the house of God, andithike gate of Heaven."

“The number of persons who have fallen down undaoags impressions in this revival, is
another matter worthy of attention, and on thisdlsbe more particular, as it seems to be the
principal cause why this work should be more suggkof enthusiasm than some other revivals.
At Cane Ridge sacrament it is generally supposedess than 1000 persons fell prostrate to the
ground; among whom were many infidels. At one saera which | attended, the number that
fell was thought to be more than 300.

“Persons who fall, are generally such as had msteifesymptoms of the deepest impressions
for some time previous to that event. It is comrtmeee them shed tears plentifully for about an
hour. Immediately before they become totally poesslthey are seized with a general tremor
and sometimes, though not often, they utter ontevorpiercing shrieks in the moment of falling;
persons in this situation are affected in differd@grees; sometimes when unable to stand or sit
they have the use of their hands and can convategarfect composure. In other cases they are
unable to speak, the pulse becomes weak, and theyaddifficult breath about once in a
minute: in some instances their extremities becooh, and pulsation, breathing, and all the
signs of life forsake them for nearly an hour; paswho have been in this situation have
uniformly avowed that they felt no bodily pain, thlaey had the entire use of their reason and
reflection, and when recovered, they could relagryething that had been said or done near
them, or which could possibly fall within their aygation. From this it appears that their falling
is neither common fainting, nor a nervous affectiodeed this strange phenomenon appears to
have taken every possible turn to baffle the cdojes of those who are not willing to consider
it a supernatural work.
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October {continued} “Persons have sometimes fallen on their way fraulip worship; and
sometimes after they had arrived at home, andnmestases when they were pursuing their
common business on their farms, or when retiregéaret devotion. It was above observed that
persons generally are seriously affected for same previous to their falling; in many cases
however it is otherwise. Numbers of thoughtlesaeia have fallen as suddenly as if struck with
lightning. Many professed infidels, and other vigaharacters, have been arrested in this way,
and sometimes at the very moment when they weeengtblasphemies against the work.”

“I have conversed with many who fell under thduahce of comfortable feelings, and the
account they gave of their exercises while theyelatyanced was very surprising. | know not
how to give you a better idea of them than by sayimat in many cases they appeared to surpass
the dying exercises of Dr. Finley: their minds agueel wholly swallowed up in contemplating
the perfections of deity, as illustrated in thenpdd salvation, and whilst they lay apparently
senseless, and almost lifeless, their minds were rigorous and their memories more retentive
and accurate than they had ever been before. Ihearel men of respectability assert that their
manifestations of gospel truth were so clear asdaire some caution when they began to
speak, lest they should use language which mightde their hearers to suppose they had seen
those things with their bodily eyes; but at the sdime they had seen no image nor sensible
representation, nor indeed any thing besides théralhs contained in the Bible.

“Among those whose minds were filled with the maslightful communications of divine
love, | but seldom observed any thing extatic. Th&pressions were just and rational, they
conversed with calmness and composure and onfitstirecovering the use of speech, they
appeared like persons recovering from a violergalie which had left them on the borders of the
grave. | have sometimes been present when perdom$el under the influence of convictions
obtained belief before they arose, in these casess impossible not to observe how strongly
the change in their minds was depicted in theintenances, instead of a face of horror and
despair, they assumed one open, luminous, serehexanessive of all the comfortable feelings
of religion. As to those who fall down under legahvictions and continue in that state they are
not different from those who receive conviction®ther revivals, excepting that their distress is
more severe. Indeed extraordinary power is thargacharacteristic of this revival, both saints
and sinners have more striking discoveries of ¢adities of another world than | have ever
known on any other occasion.

“I trust | have said enough on this subject to émgbu to judge how far the charge of
enthusiasm is applicable to it: Lord Lyttleton iis ketter on the conversion of St. Paul observes
(I think justly) that enthusiasm is a vain selfligous spirit, swelled with self-sufficiency and
disposed to glory in its religious attainmentghis be a good definition there has been perhaps
as little enthusiasm in the Kentucky revival agity other, never have | seen more genuine
marks of that humility which disclaims the merititsf own duties, and looks to the Lord Jesus
Christ as the only way of acceptance with God, $ wsaleed highly pleased to find that Christ
was all and all in their religion, as well as i tteligion of the gospel. Christians in their highe
attainments seemed most sensible of their entperdience on divine grace, and it was truly
affecting to hear with what agonizing anxiety awsde sinners enquired for Christ, as the only
physician who could give them any help.

34 Letter written by principal of Washington (KentyskAcademy to a peer on Prince Edward Island oL 8012.
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October {continued} “Those who call these things enthusiasm oughgltaus what they
understand by the Spirit of Christianity. In fagit, this revival operates as our Saviour promised
the Holy Spirit should when sent into the worldzanvinces of sin, of righteousness, and of
judgement, a strong confirmation to my mind, bt the promise is divine, and that this is a
remarkable fulfilment of it. It would be of littlavail to object to all this, that probably the
professions of many were counterfeited, such aeatiojn would rather establish what it meant
to destroy, for where there is no reality there lsamo counterfeit, and besides when the general
tenor of a work is such as to dispose the mor@@ese professors to counterfeit what is right,
the work itself must be genuine; but as an eyeeasirin the case, | may be permitted to declare
that the professions of those under religious adions were generally marked with such a
degree of engagedness and feeling as wilful hyppoauld hardly assume -- the language of the
heart when deeply impressed is very distinguishfrbha the language of affectation.

“Upon the whole, sir, | think the revival in Kentacamong the most extraordinary that have
ever visited the church of Christ, and all thingssidered, peculiarly adapted to the
circumstances of that country. Infidelity was tripimant and religion at the point of expiring.
Something of an extraordinary nature seemed negessarrest the attention of a giddy people,
who were ready to conclude that Christianity wéatde, and futurity a dream. This revival has
done it; it has confounded infidelity, awed vicéoisilence, and brought numbers beyond
calculation, under serious impressions.

“Whilst the Blessed Saviour was calling home hisgde, and building up his church in this
remarkable way, opposition could not be silentthd | hinted above; but it is proper to observe,
that the clamorous opposition which assailed thekwbits commencement has been in a great
measure borne down before it. A large proportiothose who have fallen, were at first
opposers, and their example has taught others ¢tald@us, if it has not taught them to be wise.

“I have written on this subject, to a greater léniftan | first intended, but if this account
should give you any satisfaction, and be of anyelieto the common cause, | shall be fully
gratified.”

% etter written by principal of Washington (KentyskAcademy to a peer on Prince Edward Island o 8012.
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November 1 (SUNY‘I left that country about the first of Novembat,which time this
revival in connexion with the one in Cumberland kagered the whole state, excepting a small
settlement which borders on the waters of Greenrimevhich no Presbyterian ministers are
settled; and | believe very few of any denominatibine power with which this revival has
spread; and its influence in moralizing the peoate,difficult for you to conceive of, and more
difficult for me to describe. | had heard many agds and seen many letters respecting it before
| went to that country; but my expectations, thoggeatly raised, were much below the reality
of the work. The congregations, when engaged irsipr presented scenes of solemnity
superior to what | had ever seen before; and wapgihouses it was no uncommon thing to hear
parents relate to strangers the wonderful thingsiw@od had done in their neighbourhoods,
whilst a large circle of young people would beears. On my way to Kentucky | was told by
settlers on the road, that the character of Kenttickvellers was entirely changed and that they
were now as distinguished for sobriety as theyfbaderly been for dissoluteness: and indeed |
found Kentucky the most moral place | had ever beea profane expression was hardly heard,;
a religious awe seemed to pervade the countrysame Deistical characters had confessed that
from whatever cause the revival might originategittainly made the people better. -- Its
influence was not less visible in promoting a fdntemper; nothing could appear more amiable
than that undissembled benevolence which govemsuhjects of this work: | have often wished
that the mere politician or Deist could observenvimpartiality their peaceful and amicable
spirit. He would certainly see that nothing coutphal the religion of JESUS, for promoting even
the temporal happiness of society -- some neighitomgs visited by the revival had been
formerly notorious for private animosities; and maetty law-suits had commenced on that
ground. When the parties in these quarrels weredssed with religion, the first thing was to
fend for their antagonists; and it was often vdfgaing to see their meeting. Both had seen
their faults, and both contended that they ougimaée concessions, till at last they were obliged
to request each other to forbear all mention ofpdist, and to act as friends and brothers for the
future. Now sir, let modern philosophists talk efarming the world by banishing Christianity
and introducing their licentious systems. The lddsgospel of our God and Saviour is shewing
what it can do.*

Later in November “Several churches hefdorthern Georgia] within four months past
have received and baptized from twenty to fiftysoss; and one in Elbert county has had an
addition by baptism of about one hundred and féktycording to the best accounts from
Kentucky, there has been added to the Baptist blesrsince last March, near six thousand;
while multitudes were joining the Methodists andshryterians. There are six Baptist
associations in that state. Of these the Elkhopeikaps the smallest, and from their minutes of
last August, it appears that the number is threegand and eleven souls. -- O that instances of
such large and rapid accessions to the churchedemultiplied, till not only Kentucky and our
upper, but our lower country and EVEN SAVANNAHS SHABE FILLED WITH THE
GLORY OF GOD.*

36 |_etter written by principal of Washington (KentyskAcademy to a peer on Prince Edward Island ofi8012.
37 Letter written from northern Georgia on 11/17/1801
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