The Indwelling Gift of the Holy Spirit &
The Supernatural Gifting by the Holy Spirit

Compiled by Thomas J. Short

Major Point # 1: Although the Holy Spirit was supernaturally aetamong humanity prior to the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, the indwelling gfftree Holy Spirit within individual believers wa®navailable
until after The Atonement was completed.

Key Scriptures:

On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jemlsa stand and shouted, saying, “If anyone is
thirsty, let him come to me and drink! The one Videtieve in me, even as the Scripture said, rivers
of living water shall flow from within him!”

Now He said this about the Spirit, whom those kélig in Him were about to receive, for the
Spirit was not yegiven because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

John 7:38-39 (My own translation)

[Jesus was saying,] “I will petition the Father amte will give to you a similar
defender/companion, that He might be with you uh&ages — the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
receive Him, because it isn't looking for ndoes it know about Him. You knowabout Him,
because He remains with yoaw and shall be in you.

John 14:16-17 (My own translation)

Additional Information: During the Old Testament period the Holy Spirit gfieally worked with three
types of persons.

* Prophets (2 Peter 1:20-21; 1 Peter 1:10-12)

* Priests (Exodus 30:30)

* Kings/Leaders — Moses and the Seventy Israeli Elfdumbers 11:16-29), Joshua (Numbers 27:15-28), th
Judges of Israel (Judges 3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 13t25:6, 19; 15:14), King Saul (1 Samuel 10:1, 1061 &and
King David (1 Samuel 16:13; 1 Chronicles 28:12)

The special status of these persons was usuallyaitedl with a ceremony that involved them beingsted
with holy olive oil.

Yahweh prophesied that there was coming a time when iddal believers would possess the Holy Spirit.
In Isaiah 44:1-4, the Holy Spirit was pictured aatev being poured out. (cf. Isaiah 32:15; Joel R:2B
Ezekiel 39:28-29, this pouring imagery introducks tlescription of a perfect temple (chapters 404G
which flows the river of the water of life (47:113

The gospel is the “good news” that Jesus has paighénalty for sin (1 Corinthians 15), making ispible
for those who believe in and respond by means mémance, confession and immersion to have hisiner
forgive and to be immediately indwelt by the Holgii@ (Acts 2:38). In a sense, Christians are ‘latenl” by
Yahweh via means of the indwelling Holy Spirit (2 Corirghs 1:21) and become “saints” — “holy ones.” Paul
writes that anyone who is not indwelt by the Hopir$ does not belong to Yahweh (Romans 8:9).

! In John’s gospel, “glorified” is equivalent to TAéonement — the death, resurrection and ascen$idesus.
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Major Point # 2. There is a distinct difference between the intlnglgift of the Holy Spirit and supernatural
gifting by the Holy Spirit.

Key Scriptures:

Therefore, on that first day of the week, as evgmias arriving, with the doors to the place
where the disciples were shut due their fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their
presence...he breathed on and said to them, “Rettevdoly Spirit.”

John 20:19, 22 (My own translation)

When the 50 Day festival arrived, allthe Apostles were together in the samgper room.
Suddenly, a noise like a violently blowing wind camut of the sky and filled the entire house
where they were sitting. There appeared to theenliiie tongueswhich, having been divided up,
sat upon each of them. They were all filled witle tHoly Spirit and began to speak in other
languages as the Spirit gave thiénmability to speak..

Taking a stand with thether elevenApostles, Peter raised his voice and spoke to them...“This is
that which was spoken through the prophet Joeshdll be in the last days,’” says God, ‘I shallpou
out from My Spirit upon alhuman flesh...”

Acts 2:1-4, 14, 16-17 [Joel 2:28] (My own transbat)

Additional Information: By comparing the above passages, we can see thet, Jeving paid the penalty for
sin in full, subsequently imparted the indwellindt gof the Holy Spirit into His apostles shortlytef His
resurrection. Their supernatural gifting by thdyH8pirit did not occur until 50 days later.

There are other examples of this distinction betwéee indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit & the
supernatural gifting by the Holy Spirit.

We can be absolutely certain that Jesus posselssdddwelling gift of the Holy Spirit from conceph
onward (Luke 1:35), and yet He did not demonsteatg supernatural gifting (e.g., John 2:11) untieathe
Holy Spirit empowered Him to do so at the time a$ kinmersion (John 1:29-34).

Those who believed the gospel preached by Phillpaataria obviously received the indwelling giftthé
Holy Spirit when they repented and were immersect{A:12), otherwise they would not have been @ans
(Romans 8:9). The apostles Peter and John ewdeathe later to specifically impart the superndtgifiing
by the Holy Spirit when they laid hands on the dedrs (Acts 8:14-17). That Philip, who clearly derstrated
supernatural gifts, was unable to impart the sugtearal gifting by the Holy Spirit to those he wasnersing
seems to indicate that this was a unique portiahe@fpostolic ministry. In Romans 1:11, Paulapaostle like
Peter and John (Galatians 1:1; 2:6-10), expredsediésire to impart supernatural gifts of the HSyirit
among the believers in Rome who obviously alreaatythe indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit.

| have to conclude therefore that, while the autmadwelling of the Holy Spirit continues to oacat

conversion, the supernatural gifting by the HolyriBjhas not been available since the deaths ofafiestles
ended the possibility of their laying hands on undlial believers.
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Major Point # 3: The supernatural gifting by the Holy Spirit aidadhe transition between the Old and New
Covenants.

The supernatural gifting of the Holy Spirit provitielear-cut evidence thaahweh was involved in the
gospel message (Acts 2:22, 43; Hebrews 2:1-3). difte also aided the apostles and prophets im¢pjte
foundation of the Church (Ephesians 2:20), inclgdire writing of the New Testament Scripture (JGK26).

Because of what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12thd,ability to speak in an unlearned language aed t
ability to prophesy are probably the two most oftkstussed supernatural gifts given by the HolyiSpHere
are some of the things Paul tells us about thereapgal gifts as a whole.

» The supernatural gifts were given to individualiéetrs for the benefit of the whole body.

» The Holy Spirit decided who should receive whicti gibelievers didn’t get to pick.

» There was no supernatural gift which everyone wecki- not every believer could speak in an unlehrne
language nor did every believer prophesy.

» The supernatural gifts were temporary, while commeitt love lasts forever.

* The supernatural gift of prophecy was superiohtdupernatural gift of speaking in an unlearneduage
because the former imparted information to othdrdenthe latter simply captured the attention dfevs

Please note that the gift of speaking in an unksdifanguage was never used as a means of comningicat
the gospel, since Greek already filled that neeth@siniversal language of the entire Roman Empind,even
beyond. Speaking in an unlearned language wasaygepiof praise, addressed to Yahweh, which, being
overheard by non-believers who spoke that partiaitect (1 Corinthians 14:2, 22), captured tlagiention.

On the day of Pentecost the apostles were “speakiagmighty deeds of God,” not in the sense of
preaching, but in the sense of publicly praisinghHor what he had done, in much the same way a$ @lds
Testament Psalms do. The Jews, gathered in Jenudadbm all over the known world, heard the apastle
praising in the dialects of their various nativetdcts and that got their immediate attention §ARt5-12).
Peter was then able to openly preach the gospkéto all, no doubt in Greek (Acts 2:14ff).

A few years later, in the home of the centurionr@tius, it was Peter and his Jewish companions &hos
attention needed to be captured by God. At tha they wrongly believed that salvation was onlgible to
Jews or proselytes to Judaism. It took two visif@srnelius’ & Peter’s) and a house full of Gertilgraising
Yahweh in an unlearned language (probably Hebrew) to icmevPeter - as well as the entire leadership ®f th
early Church — that God wanted the gospel preatthpdre Gentiles as well (Acts 10& 11).

Paul gave instructions regarding the use of superalegifts (1 Corinthians 14:26-33).

* Everything done had to build up the body, not tedown.

* No more than three individuals could praise Yahwehan unlearned language during the service; tlagly h
to do it one at a time and only if they knew aripteter of that language was present in the servic

* No more than three prophets could speak duringénece; they had to do so one at a time and wWiest t
said had to be carefully evaluated by otifers.

* The worship service was to be characterized by &peéace, not by worldly chaos.

2 This evaluation matches conditions set down intBremnomy 18:20-22 and 13:1ff.
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Major Point #4: The indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit basicalbids individual believers in transitioning from
this fallen world of sin into the perfect world bbliness (John 3:5; Titus 3:5-8; cf. Romans 12:1g is, as
the ancient Hebrews would sasghweh’s “security deposit” to the saved — His presenwargsing even greater
things to come (2 Corinthians 1:20-21; 5:5; Ron®&2a8; Ephesians 1:13-14).

This remaking of individual believers into the haiyage of Yahweh is an immense project, found
throughout the New Testament, and therefore a &yoihd the scope of this particular study. If yeu'r
interested in continuing on your own, | would sugigstarting at Galatians 5:16-25 and Romans 8atftl

doing a lot of cross-reference studies from there.
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