The Jewish Context Of Early Church History

ROMAN CHURCH *KEY
AD EMPEROR _YEAR EVENT
26 TIBERIUS -7 {Sabbatical}
27 (14h) -6 [Year 1 of Daniel’'s 70 Sabbatical Cycle Begins In Fhll
28 (18" -5 [Year 2 of Daniel's 70 Sabbatical Cycle Begins In FalI*John began immersing in the Spring.
29 (18" -4 [Year 3 of Daniel’s 70 Sabbatical Cycle Begins In Fall*Jesus was immersed in the Fall.
30 @ -3 [Year 4 of Daniel's 70 Sabbatical Cycle Begins In Fall*Jesus began preaching in the Spring.
31 (lgq) -2 [Year 5 of Daniel's 70 Sabbatical Cycle Begins In Fhll
32 (lgq) -1 [Year 6 of Daniel's 70 Sabbatical Cycle Begins In Fhll
33 (261) 1 ({sabbatical} [Year 7 of Daniel's 70 Sabbatical Cycle Begins In FRI* THE ATONEMENT
34 (21) 2 *Saul of Tarsus took the lead in persexutiThe Way.”
35 (229 3 *Saul of Tarsus was converted at Damasgasing the persecution.
36 (239 4 *The book oflameswas written around this tinte.
37 GAIUS 5
38 (2‘;’) 6 *Peter preaches to Gentiles for tAdine around this time.
39 3 7
40 4" 8 (sabbatical} *Gaius tried to have his image set up in the JeWismple?
41 CLAUDIUS 9
42 (2% 10 *Barnabas sent to oversee the predontin&tentile Church at Antioch.
43 (39 11 *Saul of Tarsus works with Barnabas atiéah.
44 4" 12 *1° Missionary Journey” sent out from Antioch.
45 3" 13
46 (6" 14 *Gospel oMatthew was written around this tinte.
47 @) 15 {sabbatical} **Jerusalem Council” takes place around this time.
48 @ 16 *2" Missionary Journey” begins at Antioch. Book d®alatians was writtert’
49 D) 17 *Jews expelled from Rome by Claudius.
50 (10" 18
51 (11" 19
52 (12" 20
53 (3" 21
54 NERO 22 (sabbatical} *“3" Missionary Journey” begins at Antioch.
55 (2% 23 {Jubilee}
56 (3% 24
57 (4" 25 *Book ofRomanswas writterr,
58 (8" 26 *Paul arrested at Jerusalem during asleriot.
59 (6" 27
60 @) 28 *Paul appeals for Imperial review.
61 @ 29 {Sabbatical} *Paul arrives in Rome
62 (9" 30
63 (10" 31 *Paul apparently released. He probafalyeied to Spain.
64 (11" 32 *Rome burns. Christians blamed & perssdu
65 (12" 33 *Book ofHebrewswas written around this tinfe.

! This book is very Jewish. It was probably writtexfore Gentiles were welcomed into the Church.
2 Josephus’ Antiquities 18.8.

% This gospel is very Jewish in form. It was prdigatritten shortly before the “Jerusalem Councitice Matthew is not
listed among those apostles who were at Jerusdlémataime.

* This letter deals very seriously with the “Judaggiproblem which prompted the “Jerusalem Council.”
® This book has a lot of Jewish oriented contemgeeislly chapters 9-11, where Paul expresses lesafrunbelieving

Jews.

® This book is very Jewish. It seems to be a veelsoned warning against Jewish believers abanddesug (probably
due to the Roman persecution) in favor of livingaalitional Jewish life that focused upon Templactices (indicating
that the Jewish War had apparently not yet started)
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66 NERO 34 *Jewish War with Rome began.

67 (14" 35 *Peter crucified at Rome around this time

68 (15h) 36 {sabbatical} *Paul beheaded at Rome around this time.

69 VESPASIAN 37 *Jewish School of Law established at Yavaetier Yochanan ben Zakai.
70 (2% 38 *Jerusalem & the Jewish Temple destrdyed.

71 (3% 39 *\Vespasian ordered that Jews pay theiuah‘Temple Tax” to Rom&,
72 4" 40

73 (8" 41

74 (6" 42

75 @) 43 (sabbatica} *John wrote his three letters sometime after conEphesus

76 @ 44

77 (9" 45

78 (a0 46

" This was a significant event for religious Jew@ins were minted, dated from this event, usingatieent Hebrew
script.

Front: “Shekel-Israel-Year 3" (i.e., AD 68) Rewerslerusalem, the holy”

8 After the Temple was destroyed, since Jews cooilldmger perform the sacrifices, Yochanan taughtte. study of the
Law is more acceptable in the sight of the Lordhtharnt-offerings, because he who is studying theaf knows the will
of the Lord...” and “...when a sage lectures to thelipuibis accounted to him in Scripture as if séiciing fat and blood

upon the altar.” (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Abotthapter 1, Mishna B)

® When the Jewish war with Rome began in the ADJ&@ish believers in Jesus abandoned the city iordance with
Jesus’ instructions (Luke 21:20-24). Some of themained nearby, in Judea, and presumably Symesthsdeader of
this group. Another group relocated to Pellah®northwest, just across the Jordan (Eusebiustdbidistory 3.5.3),
where they eventually became known as the “Nazaréne

10 «1vespasian] also laid a tribute upon the Jewsnekeever they were and enjoined every one of tdming two
drachmae every year into the Capitol, as they tsedy the same to the Temple at Jerusalem.” (Bosévars 2.218)

“Thus was Jerusalem destroyed on the very daytofi$ahe day which even now the Jews reverence. niyem that
time forth it was ordered that the Jews who comtihto observe their ancestral customs should payanal tribute of
two denarii to Jupiter Capitolinus.” (Cassius Bitlistory 65.7)

| suspect that the false teachers — the “antiisfirig 1 John 2:18-23; 4:1-6; 2 John 7, who denfedhuman nature of
Jesus - against whom John was writing, arose,rin qat of the chaos brought on by the officialgssution radiating out
from Rome & the recent destruction of Jerusalemthadcattering of the saints from there. He sesdststo have also
been gravely concerned about anti-apostolic leatilkesDiotrephes (3 John 9-10), who were actingyasnts within the
congregations.
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79 TITUS 47

80 (2% 48 *Gamaliel Il replaces Yochanan ben Zasleader at Yavnéf.
81  DOMITIAN = 49

82 (2% 50 {Sabbatical}

83 (39 51

84 4" 52

85 (8" 53

86 (6" 54

87 @) 55

88 @ 56

89 (9" 57 {Sabbatical}

90 (10" 58

91 (a1 59

92 (12" 60

93 (a3 61 *The Jewish “Temple Tax” collected aggiesly.*

94 (14" 62 *Clement of Rome wrote his letter to @erinthians around this tinfé.
95 (18" 63 *Book ofRevelationwas written around this tiné.

96 NERVA 64 {sabbatica} *The aggressive collection of the Jewish Tempiectaded’
97 (2% 65

98  TRAJAN® 66

99 (2% 67

100 (3% 68

12 Gamaliel — son of Paul’s famous teacher (Acts :28:.3:34) — supposedly modified the Amidah (tiS¢anding
Prayer” which religious Jews performed mid-morningpn and mid-afternoon) to include a curse ag&ihsistians.
“Let there be no hope for slanderers, and let alkedness perish in an instant. May all your ensrgigickly be cut
down, and may you soon in our day uproot, crus$t, @dewn and humble the dominion of arrogance. Bigésse you, O
Lord, who smashes enemies and humbles the arro@éern 12 in the Amidah)

3 This emperor revived the “imperial cult” (worstgpthe emperor as a god) which eventually causéd bews &
Christians, who would have refused to participttesuffer persecution. While this persecution ddeseem to have
been as bad as that under Nero, there is refeteriichy contemporary Christians. John the Aposths evidently
banished to Patmos during this period and wrotdtiuk of Revelation after returning to Ephesusrdfie death of
Domitian terminated his banishment decree.

14 “Reduced to financial straits by the cost of hildings and shows, as well as by the additionstvhie had made to
the pay of the soldiers, he tried to lighten thétamy expenses by diminishing the number of hi®ps; but perceiving
that in this way he exposed himself to the attadkbe barbarians, and nevertheless had diffidalgasing his burdens,
he had no hesitation in resorting to every sorbbbery. The property of the living and the dead seized everywhere
on any charge brought by any accuser. It was entmughege any action or word derogatory to theasigj of the
princeps Estates of those in no way connected with himeveenfiscated, if but one man came forward to dedlzat he
had heard from the deceased during his lifetimeGlagsar was his heir. Besides other taxes, theéteodews was levied
with the utmost rigor, and those were prosecuted, wiithout publicly acknowledging that faith, yetdd as Jews, as
well as those who concealed their origin and didpay the tribute levied upon their people. | rebaing present in my
youth when the person of a man ninety years oldexamined before the procurator and a very crovedeit, to see
whether he was circumcised.” (Suetonius’ Twelvesaas: Domitian, XII)

This may have led many Jewish believers to abatttginJewish customs in order to avoid the tax.

15 While clearly concerned about false teaching, @engives no indication of there being any suchgts a regional
“Bishop.”

18 Take note that unbelieving Jews are cited boS8nagrna (2:9) and Philadelphia (3:9).

It was enough of a problem that Nerva commemorigggdrmination with a coin bearing his image.

'8 Trajan clearly continued the persecution of Claist, primarily in regard to the imperial cult.
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101 TRAJAN 69

102 (8" 70

103 (8" 71 {Sabbatical}

104 (P 72 {Jubilee}

105 (&) 73

106 (9 74

107 (10 75

108 (i 76 *|gnatius wrote his letters around tlise, just before his executidh.
109 (12 77

110 %) 78 (sabbatical} *Polycarp of Smyrna writes his letter to the Philis >

111 (14) 79

112 (1%) 80 *Pliny wrote to Trajan for guidance oratieg with Christians.
113 (14) 81

114 (17 82

115 18) 83 *Kitos War” - Widespread Jewish unrest mars the end of Trjaign®
116 (19) 84 *Kitos War”

117 HADRIAN 85 {sabbatical} **Kitos War”

118 (2" 86

119 (39 87

120 4" 88 *The Didache indicates a distinction begw Christians & Jews3.
121 (8 89

122 (&) 90

123 (M 91

124 (8 92 {sabbatical}

125 (¥ 93

126 (10) 94

127 (@) 95

128 (12 96

129  (13) 97

% These letters indicated the formulation of a Bsteresbytery & Deaconate as a safeguard to fedshing.
% As with Ignatius, whom he held in very high este®uolycarp puts much emphasis upon a formal chhiestarchy.

2 This Jewish uprising is typically called the “KétdVar.” “Meanwhile the Jews in the region of Cygdrad put a certain
Andreas at their head, and were destroying botfRtreans and the Greeks. They would eat the fletieaf victims,
make belts for themselves of their entrails, anthiatnselves with their blood and wear their skorscfothing; many they
sawed in two, from the head downwards; others tfaee to wild beasts, and still others they foraefight as gladiators.
In all two hundred and twenty thousand personsped. In Egypt, too, they perpetrated many sinoildrages, and in
Cyprus, under the leadership of a certain Artemidwere, also, two hundred and forty thousand pedshnd for this
reason no Jew may set foot on that island, but #@re of them is driven upon its shores by aratbe is put to death.
Among others who subdued the Jews was Lusius, vesosent by Trajan.” (Cassius Dio’s History, 68.32)

2 This text also shows how a formality controlledebsegional “Bishop” was taking form.
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130 HADRIAN 98 *Hadrian orders Jerusalem rebuilAatia Capitolina®

131 (1%) 99 (sabbatical} *The Letter of Mathetes to Dognetus was writtepuad this timée?
132 (18" 100 *Bar-Kokhba Revolt — Led by Simon bar Kokht7a.

133 (17 101 *Bar-Kokhba Revolt

134  (18) 102 *Bar-Kokhba Revolt

135 19) 103 *Bar-Kokhba Revolt — Roman legions end the revolutién.

% Aeliawas in honor of Hadrian’s family &apitolinain honor of the Roman god Jupiter (whose temple laeated on
the CapitolineHill back in Rome). A new temple to Jupiter wase built upon the former site of the Jewish Teampl
This fact, along with other anti-Semitic laws putplace by Hadrian prompted the Bar-Kokhba Revolt.

“At Jerusalem he founded a city in place of the whé&ch had been razed to the ground, naming ita®@hpitolina, and
on the site of the temple of the god he raisedmateenple to Jupiter. This brought on a war of rigtglimportance nor of
brief duration, for the Jews deemed it intolerahk foreign races should be settled in their &ityg foreign religious rites
planted there. So long, indeed, as Hadrian wag dgsn Egypt and again in Syria, they remaine@tsiave in so far as
they purposely made of poor quality such weaporibeswere called upon to furnish, in order thatRomans might
reject them and they themselves might thus havedbef them; but when he went farther away, thpnty revolted. To
be sure, they did not dare try conclusions withRlenans in the open field, but they occupied theathgeous positions
in the country and strengthened them with minesveats, in order that they might have places ofigefwhenever they
should be hard pressed, and might meet togethdérsenaged under ground; and they pierced these sabé&an passages
from above at intervals to let in air and light.

At first the Romans took no account of them. Sdmyever, all Judaea had been stirred up, and the deerywhere
were showing signs of disturbance, were gatheoggther, and giving evidence of great hostilityhte Romans, partly
by secret and partly by overt acts; many outsidimns, too, were joining them through eagernesg#an, and the whole
earth, one might almost say, was being stirredvwgp the matter. Then, indeed, Hadrian sent ag#iest his best
generals. First of these was Julius Severus, wisodigpatched from Britain, where he was governgaijrest the Jews.
Severus did not venture to attack his opponertisdropen at any one point, in view of their numtzers their
desperation, but by intercepting small groups, kkdn the number of his soldiers and his undecef§, and by
depriving them of food and shutting them up, he alae, rather slowly, to be sure, but with compeaedy little danger,
to crush, exhaust and exterminate them. Very fetherh in fact survived. Fifty of their most impantaoutposts and nine
hundred and eighty-five of their most famous vilagvere razed to the ground. Five hundred andyefgbtisand men
were slain in the various raids and battles, archtimber of those that perished by famine, diseaddire was past
finding out. Thus nearly the whole of Judaea waderdesolate, a result of which the people had tiehvirning before
the war. For the tomb of Solomon, which the Jewgaur@ as an object of veneration, fell to pieceisself and collapsed,
and many wolves and hyenas rushed howling inte tiges. Many Romans, moreover, perished in ttas. Wherefore
Hadrian in writing to the senate did not employ dipening phrase commonly affected by the empetdngou and our
children are in health, it is well; | and the leggoare in health." (Dio Cassius History, 69.12-13)

% This document makes a clear distinction betwewrs Z Christians.

% This was another significant event for religioesid who considered Simon their Messiah. Once ahainminted
coins, dated from this year, using the ancienpscri

Front: A rebuilt Temple with the Ark inside & a M&anic star above the name of Simon.

Reverse: A Jewishulav (closed, ornamental palm fond used during Tabéespand the words, “To the freedom of
Jerusalem.”
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136  (20) 104
137 (2D 105
138 Antonius Pius 1Q86abbatical}
139 (29 107
140 (3% 108
141 (4 109
142 (8" 110
143 (8" 111
144 () 112
145 (8" 113(sabbaticaly *Justin writes his Dialogue With Trypho aroundsttime?’
146 Antonius Pius 114
147  (10) 115
148 (11 116
149 (19 117
150 (13) 118
151 (14) 119
152 (1%) 120(sabbaticaly *Around this time Polycarp of Smyrna visited Roffle.
153  (16) 121
154 (17 122
155 (18) 123 *Polycarp of Smyrna was executed.
156 (19 124
157  (20) 125
158  (21) 126
159 (229 127Sabbatical)
160 (2% 128
161 Marcus 129
Aurelius

% Over a half million Jews died in the Roman respamsd nearly a thousand Jewish cities were bumttetground.
Thereafter, all Jews (including Christian Jews)eMeanned from entering the rebuilt city of Jerusale

27 Justin was a Greek, born near Nablus, Samariathemdeducated as a philosopher in Ephesus. Hadeq later
converted to Christianity, he defended the nevihnfagainst Judaism via philosophical means.

% Among the things Polycarp discussed with his Roommterpart was “Quartodecimanism” (“Fourteenttijsm
controversy. The eastern (more ancient & moreected to their Jewish roots) churches annuallynsemorated the
death of Christ on the £4lay of Nisan, regardless of the day of the wealnuphich it fell. The western (more typically
Gentile oriented) churches formally observed ittomFriday previous to the Sunday following thersgpfull moon. The
two bishops basically agreed to disagree, butdtgei would later cause great trouble in the church.

“And when the blessed Polycarp was at Rome inithe tf Anicetus, and they disagreed a little alwautain other
things, they immediately made peace with one ampttue caring to quarrel over this matter. For meitcould Anicetus
persuade Polycarp not to observe what he had alelaserved with John the disciple of our Lord, dmeldther apostles
with whom he had associated; neither could Polyparguade Anicetus to observe it as he said thatiglet to follow
the customs of the presbyters that had preceded (timsebius’ History, 5.24.16)

% The oldest Christian record of Polycarp’s martyndemphasizes the role taken by local Jews in teeugon.



