“Last Will & Testament of the Springfield Presbytery”
June 28, 1804

The Presbytery of Springfield sitting at Caneridgethe county of Bourbon, being, through a grasiou
Providence, in more than ordinary bodily healtlovgng in strength and size daily; and in perfectrainess
and composure of mind; but knowing that it is appedl for all delegated bodies once to die; andidensg
that the life of every such body is very uncertdim,make and ordain this our last Will and Testamen
manner and form following, viz.:

Imprimis. We will, that this body die, be dissolyeshd sink into union with the Body of Christ atge; for
there is but one body, and one Spirit, even asreealled in one hope of our calling.

Item. We will that our name of distinction, witls iReverend title, be forgotten, that there be betloord
over God's heritage, and his name one.

Item. We will, that our power of making laws foetgovernment of the church, and executing them by
delegated authority, forever cease; that the paoplghave free course to the Bible, and adoptateof the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.

Item. We will, that candidates for the Gospel ntiyisienceforth study the Holy Scriptures with ferve
prayer, and obtain license from God to preach ithgls Gospel, with the Holy Ghost sent down fronaven,
without any mixture of philosophy, vain deceitditeoons of men, or the rudiments of the world. Aatinone
henceforth take this honor to himself, but he tha&illed of God, as was Aaron.

Item. We will, that the church of Christ resume hative right of internal government,—try her catades
for the ministry, as to their soundness in thehfaacquaintance with experimental religion, graaibg aptness
to teach; and admit no other proof of their auttydsut Christ speaking in them. We will, that theuoch of
Christ look up to the Lord of the harvest to semdif laborers into his harvest; and that she resusne
primitive right of trying those who say they areafes, and are not.

Item. We will, that each particular church, as dyy@ctuated by the same spirit, choose her owacpes,
and support him by a free-will offering, withoutaitten call or subscription—admit members—remove
offenses; and never henceforth delegate her rigd\ernment to any man or set of men whatever.

Item. We will, that the people henceforth take Bilgle as the only sure guide to heaven; and as rmaaye
offended with other books, which stand in compeitwith it, may cast them into the fire if they cse; for it
is better to enter into life having one book, tihawing many to be cast into hell.

Item. We will, that preachers and people cultivaatpirit of mutual forbearance; pray more and dspess;
and while they behold the signs of the times, lopkand confidently expect that redemption drawggh.

Item. We will, that our weak brethren, who may hheen wishing to make the Presbytery of Springfield
their king, and wot not what is now become of étake themselves to the Rock of Ages, and follcsugéor
the future.

Item. We will, the Synod of Kentucky examine evargmber who may be suspected of having departed
from the Confession of Faith, and suspend everly suspected heretic immediately, in order thabiessed
may go free, and taste the sweets of Gospel liberty

Item. We will, that Ja--------- , the author of tietters lately published in Lexington, be encoudhagehis
zeal to destroy partyism. We will, moreover, that past conduct be examined into by all who mayhav
correct information; but let foreigners beware péaking evil of things which they know not.

Item. Finally we will, that all our sister bodiesad their Bibles carefully, that they may see tfede there
determined, and prepare for death before it idat®

Signatories
ROBERT MARSHALL & JOHN THOMPSON, both, soon “repedt and returned into Presbyterianism.

RICHARD M'NEMAR & JOHN DUNLAVY, both, soon becaméh&kers.
B. W. STONE (31 yrs) & DAVID PURVIANCE (37 yrs), @he, remained committed to these principles.



